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Mock Comments on Yugoslavia, Criticizes USSR 
AU 1903112791 Lanna DER STANDARD in German 
19 Mar Yi p4 


[Josef Kirchengast report: “Disarmament: Mock Warns 
Against Mayor Setback” ] 


[Excerpts] Vienna—~A few more things would havi: to 
happen before formal action 1s taken.” This was the 
answer Foreign Minister Alois Mock gave when asked 
whether Austria might take an initiative via the new 
CSCE Conflict Prevention Center (CPC) in connection 
with events in Yugoslavia. Mock said that he hopes that 
it will not be necessary. That 1s why he welcomes the 
attempt by “the current president of the Yugoslav State 
Presidency” (Mock was referring to the Croat Stpe 
Mesic—the editors) to solve the conflict politically. 
Mock emphasized in a news conference on the occasion 
of the opening of the CPC on Monday. Any atiempt to 
solve the problem by force would lead “to terrible 


AUSTRIA 1 


sacrifices.” while the democratic path 1s the only onc 
that can lead the peopics of Yugoslavia toward Europe. 


Under Anucle 17 of the CPC Statutes. a CSCE member 
State 1s entitled to ask another member for information 
about “unusual military activities” and to call for the 
meeting of representatives of all 34 member states. 


[passage omitted] 


In connection with the treaty on conventional disarma- 
ment (CFE). Mock pointed to the “considerable difficul- 
ties” caused by the Sovict Union. Inconsistent with the 
agreements. Moscow has notified only 900 instead of the 
1.400 objects of verification and placed units that were 
included in the agreement under the command of the 
Navy. If, ultumately the CFE treaty 1s not ratified. n 
would be “a most serious setback.” Mock said. Never- 
theless, the still functioning contacts between the USSR 
and the United States and the ratification of the Ger- 
many treaty (“two-plus-four treaty”) by the Soviet Par- 
lament give good grounds for optimism. Mock con- 
cluded. 
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Belgium what kind of state they want to live. | think that the 


Goncz Meets With Hungarians Living in Belgium 
LD1903100191 Budapest MTI in English 
0746 GMT 19 Mar 91 


[Text] Brussels, March 19 (MT1}—Arpad Goncz, presi- 
dent of the Republic of Hungary. held an informal 
discussion with several prominent representatives of 
Hungarians living in Belgium. in the Hungarian 
Embassy building in Brussels. Talks focussed on the state 
of Hungary. and the broader connections of the coun- 
try’s European efforts. 


The Hungarian president 1s currently on a private visit to 
Belgium. 


Discussing the changes in the Sovict Union, Goncz said 
Hungary 1s interested in stability. and in the creation of 
a pan-European cooperation security system with the 
participation of the Soviet Union and the European 
countries. 


Goncz discussed the special situation of Hungary. 
Czechoslovakia and Poland, which makes these coun- 
tries natural partners in cooperation. countries which 
should not play against one another in the international 
arena, or other forums. 


With respect to the situation of Hungarians in Slovakia. 
and referrine to his talks with Slovak leaders. he stressed 
the need to intensify confidence: “We should compete 
with one another in how we could ensure as many rights 
as possible to the minorities,” he said. 

Also among the themes discussed was the Romanian 
development, which gave rise to cuphoric hopes last 
year. It has since been proven that the roots of the 


problems are far deeper. the problems cannot be solved 
swiftly. However, we should not give up hope, Goncz 
said. 


Summing up his remarks, the president voiced his 
opimon that, on a longer range. the realistic possibility 
exists for reconcihation in Central and Eastern Europe. 


Luxembourg 
Reportage on CSFR President Havel's Visit 


Havel Favors Strong Federation 


LD1I803160491 Prague CTK in Enelish 
1358S GMT 18 Mar 91 


[Text] Luxembourg March 18 (CTK correspondent)}— 
Czechoslovak President Vaclav Havel, visiting here 
since Sunday, voiced conviction today that Czechoslo- 
vakia would remain a federation. 


He said in the Chamber of Deputies that he respects, 
however, the right of nations to independence. “The 
Crech as well as the Slovak nation can decide freely in 


majority of citizens are inclined to the alternative of a 
federal stare. The question ts what form of the state it 
will bc. | favour the opinion that the federation should be 
viable with strong and trustworthy federal bodies. In my 
opinion, two independent states are betier thal a non- 
functioning federation although the disintegration of the 
federation would cause economic troubles”, Havel said. 


Commenting on the process of transformation, he said 
that “in none of the former Soviet bloc countries has 
such a complete denationalization been carried out. It 1s 
important for Czechoslovakia now to create concrete 
owners in the process of transformation”. 


“The economic reform is being realized in unfavourable 
economic contexts”, Havel said. “For many decades the 
country’s economy had a one-sided orientation duc to 
political reasons. It was dependent on raw materials 
from the Soviet Union and it had to sel! its products in 
the Council for Mutual Economic Assistance (CMEA) 
countries”, he said. At present Czechoslovakia has prob- 
lems with exports to the Soviet Union and the former 
GDE and with supplies of raw materials from the USSR 
which worsens the pace of the economic reform. 


Havel recalled that Czechoslovakia and Luxembourg 
have been linked by historical ties, for instance in the 
personality of King John of Luxembourg. 


President of the Chamber of Deputies Erna Hennicot- 
Sahoepges appreciated the progress achieved in Czecho- 
slovakia since the November 1989 fall of the totalitarian 
regime. 


Holds News Conference 


LD1803222991 Prague Domestic Service in Czech 
1730 GMT 18 Mar 91 


[Excerpts] Vaclav Havel, president of the Republic, ts 
continuing his visit te Luxembourg. Jiri Halousek, our 


special correspondent, reports. [passage omitted] 


|Halousck] Vaclav Havel then came to the Chamber of 
Deputies building where he was welcomed by Erna 
Henicot Schoegger. its president. [passage omitted] 


Vaclav Havel acquainted the deputy with the causes and 
the problems of building a democratic Czechoslovakia. 
He also answered questions about the danger of a split in 
Czechoslovakia about privatization and the effort to 
return to Europe. 


After the visit to Luxembourg’s parliament, the presi- 
dent met the prime minister of Luxembourg, Jacques 
Santer. At the moment Luxembourg 1s in the presidium 
of the EC. The prime minister assured Vaclav Havel that 
his government will do its best io enable the widest 
access for Czechoslovakia to this international organiza- 
ton. 
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Federal Foreign Trade Minister Jozef Baksay. who 1s a 
member of the entourage of cur president. with Luxem- 
bourg State Secretary Georges Wohlfan signed an agree- 
ment on the introduction of double taxation. This doc- 
ument creates a basis for mutual internal investment by 
the economic and capital sectors in both countries. 


Vaclav Havei, accompanied by Grand Duke Jean. vss- 
ited the town hall of the City of Luxembourg. In the 
evening. he gave a short news conference. 


Asked about his talks with Prime Minister Jacques 
Santer about the association agreement of Czechosio- 
vakia with the EC, the Czechoslovak president sand: 


[Begin Havel recording] | have explained to the prime 
minister all the reasons why the association agreement 1s 
very important for us. | also told him that we would be 
happy if this agreement also envisaged the possibility of 
our full membership by the end of the century. | thanked 
him for the initiative of Luxembourg. which 1s now a 
presiding party at the EC's council and deserves praise 
for concluding the association agreement with us. Hun- 
gary. and Poland. In different international forums Lux- 
embourg also supports the process of integrating the 
countnes of the former Soviet bloc into the family of 
European democratic states. [end recording] 


When asked to whal cxtent the current situation in 
Czechoslovakia was reflected in the talks in Luxembourg 
today, Vaclav Havel said: 


[Begin Havel recording] | was particularly surprised by 
the ("interest) in our situation. In the car coming from 
the airport, the grand duke commented on my recent 
visit to Bratislava and my speech that | made on Federal 
Television. | also saw what I have seen in several other 
countries; in Spain and so on—a certain concern about 
the integrity of our state. In the West, politicians are 
people who are well behaved and who are rather reticent 
about commenting about the political events in other 
countries. Sull, | have seen this concern in vi rious talks. 
Naturally, when we are talking about various agree- 
ments, it 1s a primary question that always comes up: 
does this partner in the talks on agreements have any sort 
of permanence? [end recording] 


Meets With Santer, Baksay 


LD1I803211691 Prague CTK in Enelish 1756 GMI 
18 Mar 9/ 


[Text] Luxembourg March 18 (CTK correspondent)}— 
Visiting Czechoslovak President Vaclav Havel met Lux- 
emboure Prime Minister Jacques Santer today. 


According to the president's adviser Sasa Vondra. Havel 
expressed thanks to Luxembourg. current European 
Community chairman, for its activity mm the policy 
towards Central and Eastern Europe. During the 45- 
minute discussion, Havel invited Santer to visit Czech- 
oslovakia. 


BENELUN 3 


Vondra particv’arly stressed the importance being 
attached by Czechoslovakia to an association agreement 
with the EC now being ncgotated. 


Meanwhile. Czechoslovak Foreign Trade Minister Jozef 
Baksay held talks woth officials of the European Invest- 
ment Bank (EIB) and was later satusfied by EIB's promise 
of “full support™ for Czechoslovak projects. 


“Czechoslovak prroritics in coonomic development are 
identical with the bank's priorities”, Baksay sand. He 
usted these prrorities as the development of transport. 
tclecommunications and ccolopical programs. An EIB 
delegation :s soon to visit Czechoslovakia to discuss 
concrete projects. 700 million ecus are prepared im 
support of development programs in Czechoslovakia, 
Bulgana and Romania. 


Baksay sand that Luxcmbourg ‘s representatives also 
expressed interest im cooperation with Czechoslovakia. 
However, “they vorced concern over the present devel- 
opments in Slovakia”, Baksay sand. He added thai he 
told Luxembourg’s representatives that Slovakia will 
probably have a mew premicr im a short time and “this 
could be a step towards a calming down of the situation 
in Czechoslovakia as a whole”. 


Baksay signed an agreement on the prevention of double 
taxation with hrs Luxembourg colicague Georges Vohl- 
fart enabling both sides to participate im joint economic 
projects in Czechoslovakia and Luxembourg. he sard. 


Comments on Federation 


LD1803233291 Prague Federal 1 Televison Network 
in Coech 2125 GMT 18 Mar 9! 


[Excerpts] [Announcer] After addressing the Luxem- 
bourg Parliament. Czechoslovak President Havel 
answered questions from deputics. The first question 
concerned the current situation im the Czechoslovak 
Federation. 


[Begin recording] [Havel] | firmly beleve that our state 
will not split in two and that 1 will be preserved im the 
form of a federation. [passage omitted] 


I respect, nevertheless, the mght of the nations to be 
independent, and if the Slovak nation or the Czech 
nation decides that 1 prefers to be an independent state. 
then that is its mght. Our parliament is currently dis- 
cussing the constitutronal bill on referendum that would 
provide nations with the possibility to decide the future 
consitutional setup. 


[Correspondent] The paraphrase of a well-known quote 
of Jan of Luxembourg from the Crecy battle used by 
Vaclav Havel to conclude his speech at the ceremonial 
session at the Luxembourg town hall made a significant 
impact in thes context. 


[Havel] The tome will not come, God willing. to see a 
Czechoslovak president running away from a struggle for 
democracy. 
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[Correspondent] During tonight's news conference i the 
Palace of the Grand Duke. Vaclav Havel answered a 
questron asking whether be could specify against whom 
he needs to fight as presedent of the Republic: 


[Havel] Thes struggle « not so much directed against 


of icvesponsibiliay’ Freedom cxploded im our country and 
many peopic are not aware of the fact that freedom rs onc 


side of the com. the other side of which 1s responsibility 
[passage omitted] 


[Correspondent] Vaclav Havel visited the headquarters 
of the EC Court of Justice. where he was welcomed by ts 
chairman. I> hus reply. the president sand. among other 
things 


[Havel] The successful rebellion of the Crechs and 
Slovaks against the totalitanan regime forced our entire 
society to face one fundamental and immensely difficult 
task: to rebuilt our state 


What kind of a state should 1 be’ Above all a should be 
a State based on the rule of law which guarantees full 
implementation of all the human nghts and civic free- 
doms in the milieu of democrate and pluralistic society 
It should also be a fedcrative state which secures equal 
positron in the working constitutional system with a 
decentralized state adminrstration to both our nations as 
well as to all the national minoritics. It should be a state 
with a dynamically devcloping modern market cconomy 
based on free activity and entreprencurial spirit of an 
mdividual. Finally. we want to build a state which 1s 
soverergn and respected by the world community. a Mate 
which will soon find its new place m the European 
comunity of free and democratic countries. 


[Correspondent] By hes vesit to the EC Court of Justice, 
the presedent of the Republic concluded his visit to 
Luxembourg and tomorrow will begin an official vrsit to 
Belgium [end recording] 


Sees EC Membership in Future 


LDIGOI062 291 Praww CTA im Eneloh 2904 GMT 
18 War 9! 


[Text] Luxembourg March 18 (C TK}—"Many people do 
not realise that freedom rs only one side of a com whose 
other side 1s responubility”. Czechoslovak President 
Vaclav Havel sand at a press conference carly this 
evening following his meeting with the Luxembourg 
prime minister 


Havel said he told Luxembourg Prime Minister Jacques 
Santer about Crechosiovakia’s bid to yom the EC. “we 
would be happy if we were to become full members on the 
EC sometime by the end of the millennum” 


FBIS-WEL -95-053 
19 March 1991 


The presedemt told CTK that he thanked Santer for 
Luacnibourg’s cflorts on behalf of Czechoslovakia on the 
process of sts becoming part of “the family of European 
democrat states’. He noted that onc of the most 
important aspects of the accord with the EC ss the 
theralrsatron of cxports. 


What made the biggest empression on the Czechoslovak 
pressdent om Luxembourg. sad Havel. was the warm 
welcome be received from the public. the political 
leaders and the family of the grand duchy. 


Commenting on the sttuation in Yugoslavia. Havel sard 


that country was liveng through what was probably its 
Most scrrows Moment since world war two. 


Thes evening Presdent Havel attended a ceremony m 
the Court of Justice of the European Communities where 
he delivered a speech to representatives of the other EC 
imstitutroms hased in Luxcmbourg 


The fundamental task now facing Czechs and Slovaks. 
sand the pressdent. 1 “to build our Mate ance a Sate 
ruled by law __a federal sate that will guarantee equal 
Status to both our natrons. as ect as all natronal minor- 
thes, on a functronmng constitutional system with a decen- 
tralised government.a sate with a dynamically devel- 
oping modern market cconom) 


“We appreciate the fact that the European Community 
and its emstitutions were able to react quickly and flexibly 
to developments in the castern part of the content. but 
m the long term we would not lke to be the mere object 
of ard from our partners. Even we may have something 
to offer. assuming that our collaboration in the beginning 
Stages will be armed primarily at the tramnung of special- 
ts who will soon be capable of communicating with 
you, so to speak. on “European wavelengths” and “fre- 
quences” 


Netherlands 


General Urges Continued Cooperation With Israel 
LD 1803143991 Hilversum Internatieoral Service 
im breleooh 1120GMT 18 Var 9! 


{Text} Dutch Chief of Staff General Graaf says that the 
Nethertands could benefit from the cupenence gained im 
Isracl using the Patriot missile. The general added that 
the Netherlands should therefore continuc its military 
cooperation with Isract mn a practical way. 


The chee of staff and Dutch Defence Minister Retus Ter 
Beck have just returned from a visit to Isracl and Turkey. 
where they mnspected Dutch Patriot units deployed there. 
During thew vist to Isract, the Israch Government 
offered the Netherlands military cooperation in order to 
take advantage of the experrence gained in the defense 
against Scud missile attacks 
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Hurd Leaves for Kiev, Says Gorbachev ‘in Charge” 


LD1I@0311559! London PRESS ASSOCIATION 
in Enelish 1041 GMT 19 Mar 91 


[Text] Britain will continue to do business with Mr 
Gorbachev. the man “in charge” despite continuing 
leadersh'~ confusvon icft by the Sovect referendum. 
Foreign Secretary Douglas Hurd sand today. “lt 5 very 
much in our intcrests that the reform prog amme should 
continuc and survive.” he added at Heathrow Aiport as 
he left for a four-day visit to the Sovict L aon 


sian Federation “| think it is a rather important and 
interesting time to go to the Sovict Union. | am starteng 
im the Ukraine where we have close links which we want 
to build up.” sand Mr. Hurd. “Mr. Gorbachev « m 
charge so we do business with him but we keep im close 
touch with other leaders of Sovect opinion.” 


The visit will allow Mr. Hurd to gauge the scale of the 
nation’s political crises and hrs pudgment will begin as he 
mects political leaders mm the Ukraine. the second ‘argest 
Soviet republic. Up to three sessions of talks have been 
lined up with the new foreign minister aod while Sovict 
developments will be high on the ager a Mr. Hurd will 
be outlining his sdeas for the futur. of the Gulf and 
to Sovect thinking on thyA rssuc. He 1s also 
to rarse the question of core than 120 millon 


pounds sterling owed to British companies. 


UNITED KINGDOM s 


Hurd Holds Talks With Jordan's Prince Hasan 


NVC 803 00091 Amman Domestw Sernce im Arabx 
1A GMI IS Var ¥i 


[Text] Hes Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasan met 
with Douglas Hurd. Brush sccrctary of state for 

and Commonwealth affairs. in London at noon today 
talks on the current poluscal stuaton m ihe Middic 
East. current cfilorts to achieve stabiiny. scourty, and 
peace m the regen. and rssucs of Common micrest. 


The talks, whech were beld at the Brosh sccretary’s 
ressdence, also revolved around various aspects of Jor- 
daman-UK tics. The mecting was attended by “Adnan 
Abu- Awdah. polrtecal adviser to hrs majesty the king. 


Hrs Royal Highness Crown Prince Hasan 1 making a 
working vist to Brita. Thes will be followed by a 
somular visit to Canada during which he wil, mect with 
senor Canadian officials. 


Hurd Urges FRG To Play Internationa! Role 
LD18031606091 Hambure DP 1 in German 1225 GMT 
i8 Var vi 


[Text] London (DP A)}—British Foreign Secretary Dou- 
glas Hurd has called on Germany to “play an snterna- 
tronal role outseede Europe and the NATO territory. onc 
that 1s appropriate to rts political and cconomec impor- 
tance.” In an mntervecw with ARD television, H 
today that thes requires “new thinking on the 
Germany.” even of there are “difficulties.” 


Al the beginning of the Gulf crisis, he sand, France 
Creat Britamn soon took the same postion and 
themscives side by side on the desert.” “They are 
Ines with an international tradition—they are w 
intervene militarily outside Europe.” Hurd stated. 
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Genscher Comments on Talks in Soviet Ll anion 


LD1903' 102991 Berlin ADS on Gorman OF11 GMT 
i¥ Mar ¥! 


[Test] Bonn (ADN}—Forcign Monistcr Hans-Dectrich 
Genscher «= convinced that “certam problems” con- 
cerning the apphcatvon of the conventional disarmament 
treaty can be overcome and that the trcaty will be ratsfied 
bs the Sovect Lmson. After hes return from Moscow 
Genscher sand on Deutschlandfurk rads today that he 
agrees with USSR President Gorbaches on that rssuc “h 
Ss urgently mecessary for the future of Europe and 1s of 
partscularly great wmportance for us Germans.” the for- 
cign minister emphasized. 


The rateficateon process of the two plus-four treaty was 
by no means without problems. “Nobody shoul have 
any Wuwons. for there arc, obvrously. forces mm the 
Sovect Unron who did not like to see German unifica- 
tron, who do not like to see Sovect Armed Forces leaving 
Germany. and that united Germany will remain im the 
western alhance. ~ However. change 1s also on the unterest 
of the Sovect Unron. 


Asked about the transfer of Honecker, Genscher sand 
that the Sovect leadership had again learned directly 
“how we assess and judge thes case m view of our 
constitutional order. | think tha? « will be properly 
evaluated.” However, Genscher refused to forecast 
whether Honecker will return to Germany. “That well 
surely depend upon his state cf health.” 


British-FRG Military Officials Discuss USSR 
1 1903100491 Hambure DIE WELT in German 
19 Var Yi pi? 


[Bernt Conrad report: “The Richest Country. but Poor™] 


[Text] Bonn—Soviet generals see the military as the only 
organization capable of preserving the unity of the 
Soviet Union, but they cannot be sure that thei subor- 
dinates will obey them if they have to shoot at their own 
citizens. That was the assessment resulting from a drs. 
cussion among leading German and British military men 
and security experts at the Koenigswinter Conference im 


Because many participants have constant contact with 
the Soviet Army and some of them had discussions with 
high-ranking military men in Moscow only recently. they 
were able to draw a remarkable picture of the psycholog- 
cal state of the Sovict generals. According to them. the 
commanders are seriously irritated about the internal 
and external situation on their country. They see the role 
of ther president obviously in the way that a British 
participant described: “Gorbachev 1s at the helm of a 
ship. But the <tvp docs not obey him because the helm is 
no longer connected with the controls.” 


Referring to the disarmament agreements. a Sovict secu- 
rity expert stated: “In the past we were like Upper Volta 
with missiles, now we are becoming like Upper Volta 
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without mrewics” A ecncral from the Ukrammc com- 
mented bitterly on the development m hrs bormcland 
“We are the mchest countn. bul now wc are poor” 


A look across the borders puts the general om an cven 
more somber mood They ots sousl) comuder the agree- 
ments on conventional dnarmament untfaw and are 
afrand of high reductions m thew own ecaponry. While 
the ter sons on the Sovect U neon's southern republics are 
mercawung. the |S. troops approached the southern 
Soviet border closely during the Gulf war to the distress 
of the Red Army. The Warsaw Pact 1s drsolving. but 
NATO remarns om carstence. The concern about all this 
has driven the Sovect Army to the sede of the capreswon- 
hess faces on the CPS Central Commutice and the KGB 


In vecw of such devclopments. how should the West react 
to the transformation of Sovect tank units mito navy 
units, whech 1s om veolatron of the treaty” In Dresden the 
German side primarily tended toward ratefyving the 
treaty on conventional dmarmament despite necessary 
protests because « would be catremely convent for 
the Sovect military. who are programmed for preserva- 
tion, if the treaty were not ratified. The Britesh side. on 
the other hand. sad: “We must play tough and demand 
that Gorhaches show the military its place.” 


Could the Sovict troops that are deployed om the former 
GDR play a negatrve role for Germany if there were a 
change im power m Moscow” An capert who had 
received first-hand mformation judged that they would 
be able to do so. comsdering then weapons and traming. 
However, i 1% very questionable whether the soldiers 
stationed in Germans could be motivated to do that. 
Anyway, in 18 months there will be only 150.000 Sovict 
soldiers left on Germen territory. In veew of the fact that 
by then the Bundcswehr will have been strengthened in 
the cast. they would not constitute any real danger. 


CSUs Huber Urges Bundeswehr Role Outside UN 


LDINOI13TTY) Berlin ADN 12 German 1105 GMT 
18 Var 9! 


{Text} Saarbruccken (ADN)}—According to Christian 
Social Union [CSU] General Secretary Erwin Huber. the 
use of the Bundcawehr in peacekeeping missions within 
the framework of the United Nations  m no case 
sufficrent. This will “surely not be enough to do justice to 
the international role” that the united Germany will 
have to play om the future. Hubcr sard on Saarlaendischer 
Rundfunk radro today 


According to the (St). the Bundeswehr must be used for 
all tasks, whether thes are actual UN misssons or mili 
tary action merely sanctioned by the United Nations. 
such as for example the Gulf war. The Basic Law should 
allow for such missions 


According to Huber. the Basic Law. in connection with 
the UN Charter and the NATO treaty, already allows the 
use of the Bundeswehr beyond participation im Dlue- 
helmet forces. The Basic Law will not necessarily have to 
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te changed for that. The Federal Republec’s micrna- 
Gong! Conemrments resulteng from the US Chartcr and 
the NATO treaty chould not be obstructed by naternal 
jaw. However, Huber sand. a clanficatvon of the Basic 
Law «s dessrabic, so that om case of a conflect there will 
not be lengthy dchatc about the conmsisutron 


Gevernment Refuses To Transfer Menes to Honecker 


il 1903113491 Hamture DIE WELT om German 
19 Mar vipd 


[Mochac! Jach report: “Bluem Docs Not Want To Send 
Pension to Honecker™) 


[Ex crpts] Bonn— According to the FRG Government, 
Erich Honecker. former GDR bead of state and party 
leader of the Socialrst Unety Party of Germany. well not 
be able to dispose of hrs empounded private property or 
of hes pension pad so far m the amount of 2.4) 
German marks [DM] per month in brs cxske on Moscow. 
The amount was not officially confirmed. However. 2s 
the FRG Justice Menestry and the FRG Labor Moeniiry 
Stated yesterday upon inquiry by DIE WELT. “*+DR law 
continues to apply to thrs case on line with the wnification 
treaty ~ Berlen Bundestag Deputy Scholz of the Chrestian 
Democratcc Umon called the request by Honecker’s 
lawyer Wolff for a release of the property “Qurte unrca- 
sonable” om view of the escape from the criminal pro- 
ceedings pending at the Berlin court concerning the 
order to shoot at the Berlin Wall—an escenc that was 
faciinated Sy the Sovicts “im violation of mmtcrnational 
lew” 


According to official mformation, Honecker’s cash 
assets, which were rmpounded by the GDR jyudsuary mm 
December 1989. amount to DM117.000 after the con- 
version. Honecker’s lawyer sand nt was DM177.000. 
According to the Labor Ministry, the pension “will not 
be transferred to Moscow im any case.” because “the 
transfer of social benefits to other countries” was not 
envisaged by GDR law. That applies beth to the “hon- 
orary pension for meritorious fighters agarnst fascism” 
(DM 1,700) and the “normal old-age pension” (DM600) 
[passage omitted] 


As to the fugitive Honecker, the Berlin judiciary now 
only has the “demonstrative” powibility of at least 
imdicting him © in absentia” —and then dropping the case 
because of the defendant's absence. According to the 
FRG's law of criminal procedure. an indictment would 
establish the precondition for impounding Honecker’s 
property. thus confirming the already effective 
impoundment independent of GDR law and the uwnifi- 


Catron treaty. 


Senator Says Honecker Investigations ( ontinuing 
LDIGOI005091 Bertin ADN on German O812 GMT 
19 War 9! 


[Excerpt] Berlin (ADN)}—Iavestigations by the Berlin 
justice authorities against Enich Honecker are continuing 
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despric bes transfer to Moss. sad Jutta Lmbach -m 
Tuesday. the senator who ms rcsponswhic. Shr sand m an 
mmtersece with Rado on the Arocrncan Sector [R1AS] that 
one reason for the mvesiegateca. © to ewabirsh what to 
do with the property o “+e forsarr GTTE. party and state 
leader. She unsres thas (ket be rcterned * icrmany 


Honecker’s accomplices: fr ores cated from escaping 
only of they are remanded -® oostad) 5) axons of an 
arres warrart. she saed. In a Comintulsonal Mate. A ts out 
of the qucsiion to arres’ someone a5 2 precaution 


[passage omuttcd) 


Treaty. Minority Issue Discussed With Poland 
LDIGO31ISS9! Harmture DPA in Geren 1044 GMT 
19% Var vi 


[Excerpt] Bonn (DP A)}—The menor ¢- Siem 1s once 
again the focal pout of the fourth Geiss.“ olrh nego- 
thatvons about the greater newghborhorw: ..', » “enn 
Informed circles sand at the Sari o tf round on 
Twesday that Poland has reyected specia’ & ) as pements 
and mmitcnds to grant the German mrnority only the 
gencral protection proviwed for under the CSCE. The 
talks. xheduled to law’ two dey with speceal envoy 
Wilhelm Hoeynck and Polish diplomat Jerzy Sulck om 
the chair, will probably not lead to a final agreement on 
the text of the treaty. The German side wants firm 
agreement on indi dual arrangements. especially con- 
cerning the cultural identity of the German minority 


According to the same sources. a sccond problem rs the 
Polish wish for cxpress support for moving closer to the 
EC. However, a contractual settlement by the Federal 
Republic could be mterpreted as a unilateral commut- 
ment that would be unacceptable to the FRG's cleven 


partners [passage omitted] 


Slovene President Arrives in Stuttgart for Talks 
L1)1903102191 Hambure DP 1 in German O859 GMT 
19% War 9! 


[Text] Stuttgart (DPA}—Milan Kucan. presedent of the 
northern Yugoslav Republic of Slovema, arrived for a 
two-<day visit to the Federal Republic mm the Baden- 
Wuertemberg capital of Stuttgart on Tuesday. Kucan’s 
agenda im Stuttgart includes talks with Prome Moenester 
Erwin Teufel and Economics Minister Hermann Schau- 
fler 


The Slovene gucst 1s to fly to Bonn on Wednesday where. 
at the invitation of the Bundestag Affairs Com- 
mitice. he will be speaking about Slovenia and devclop- 
ments im Yugoslavia 


Security Chief Says Terrorist ‘Nests’ Exist 
11 (903120091 Vienna DIE PRESSE in German 
19 Var Yip s 


[Peter Krotky report: “Stull Nests of Terrorists mm the 
FRG) 
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[Text] Bonn—He seems calm and composed It romans 
an open gucstion whether thes 1s so despite or because of 
the two bodyguards who accompany him. *severibcicss. 
he prefers to keave the hotel. where be ansecred gucs- 
trons of Ausinan journalists for about to hours. 
through the back entrance. 


The man ss Eckart Werthebach. the new presedcni of the 
FRG's Federal Office for the Protection of the Comst- 
tutron. Since | March he has been bead of the German 
counterpart to Ausina’s State Police. Hes organizvieon 
has 2.600 employees and a budget of 1.6 billion schillongs 
for 1991. There are two things that concern hem above 
all after about two and a half weeks mm office: Werthe- 
bach wants his office to have “muted acoess™ to the files 
of the «x4GDR State Security Service and he wants 
constitutronal protec.son authoritics to be estabirshed on 
the five new lacnder as quickly as possibic. 


For a long time it has been disputed who should have 
access to the Stasi files Accor’ .g to Werthehach. a 
“final law™ on this 1s berng worked out at the moment 
H.s office has “registered its interest.” The rssuc docs not 
mvolve access to the about 6 million personal files (4 
millon on GDR ent: zens and 2 milhon on FRG citizens) 
but information about cxrsting terrorist and secret ser- 
vice Structures. “There are still about 500 top sources mm 
the FRG.” the bead of the German protectors of the 
Constitution states. “We have certain knowledge of 
attempts to reactivate them.” The Sovict imicthgence 
service KGB is the main agent of these attempts. The 
imtensive Cooperation between the Stasi and Middic East 
terrorist groups makes Werthebach assume that there are 
still “nests” —of cae Abu Nidal group. for instance—on 
German territory. 


Werthebach thinks that 11 1s necessary queckly to estab- 
lsh constitutional protection authorities mm the five new 
la onder for the following reasons: There are many unem- 
ployed people there who served in tac National People’s 
Army 1m the past and did not learn anything there but 
how to use weapons. In addition, ultrarnghirsm 1s on the 
rise. Thus, the skinheads in the territory of the cx DR. 
for mrtance, are far “more brutal and militant” than mm 
the West. Despite this warning. however, Werthchach 
does not see any danger of organized ultrarightist ter- 
rormm om the FRG at the moment. 


On the other hand, the uliralefiist Red Army Faction 
(RAF) seems to worry him. Its attack on the US. 
Embassy i Bonn on 13 February was “unusual” and 
had a “demonsirative character.” For the first tome the 
RAF made an attempt to put itself “at the bead of the 
ultralefivst range” and to win over the masses. In con- 
trast to the previous sdeological claptrap, thes tome the 
letter claiming responsibility was formulated ciearly, 
Werthebach stated. These are signs of an “ideological 
change’ in the RAF, whose command level he csimatcs 
at 12 to 15 persom. The “militant level” comprises 
about 200 persons, the surrounding scene tess than 
1.000) As regards the knowledge of the authorities about 
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thes --=t:, orgamzation, Werthchach notcs a ~comsud- 
crabic aced to catch up”. the knowledge 5 nowhere wear 
as goud as in the 1981's. Wenthechach «s not worned 
about any danger that might cmanaic from Musiim: 
leweng on Germany. During the Gulf war there was “not 
onc single attack” carned out by these corcies 


Pipeline Supplying Military Airfields Blown Up 
LDIS03150191 Hambure DPA on German 1427 GMT 
18 Mar 9! 


[Teat] Emsickh/Cloppenburg (DPA)—On Monday 
unknown persons biew up the distribution shafi of a 
pupeline used by the multtary on Eerctck, Lower Saxony. 
Nobody was myured. The Oldenburg Crimenal Invest- 
gation: Department, which 1s mmvestsgating. sand that 
nine cubic meters of kerosenc had escaped into the shaft. 
but that 1 had been pumped out by carly thes afternoon. 


The pipeline, which runs from Bramsche to Oldenburg. 
supplecs the military airfickts in the Abthorn-Oidenburg 
rural distinct, Oldenburg. sod other arcas with fuel. 
Troops from the two airiclds were stationed m Erhac. 
Turkey during the Gulf war. According to current find- 
ings the explosion, which accordeng to the police was a 
powerful onc, was not heard by anybody im the molated 
areca. Nobody has yet claamed responsibility. 


Former Stasi Members Reportedly in Angola 


1.1)19030943¢1 Hambure DPA in Gorman 
O11 GMT 19 Mar 9! 


[Text] Cologne (DPA}—Accord.ng to the KOELNIS- 
CHE/BONNER RUNDSCHALU, more than 500 former 
members of the GDR state security have sought shelter 
im Angola. They were sent to the Afmican country mm the 
cightics mm order to set up an intelligence service for the 
Moscow-supporied government. the newspaper reports. 
According to fede | by UNITA [National Union for 
the Total Independence of Angola]. the Angolan resis- 
tance movement. the Stasi members are still in Angola. It 
was not clear who paid them or for whom they were 
working. 


The German security authorities apparently do not con- 
sider themscives responsible for the former Stasi m-m- 
hers abroad, KOELNISCHE/BONNER RUNDSCHALU 
writes. The Office for the Protection of the Constitution 
has said tha. the Federal intethigence service (BND) is 
responsible, dealing as they 4o with cases abroad. The 
BND has refused to commen. The Federal Covern- 
ment's special representative for Stasi documents has no 
information as all the files on the Stasi's forerge activi- 
tees were destroyed 


Bundeswehr Officer's Trial for Espionage Opens 
LD1803144091 Hambure DPA in German 1313 GMT 
18 Var 9] 


[Excerpts] Duesseldorf (DPA}—A Bundeswehr officer 
claimed that he spred for the mulrtary entelligence service 
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of what used to be the GDR as a contribution to peace. 
The 56-year-old retired soldier claimed that he com- 
mitted himself to work as an agent in 1958. Until his 
retirement in the summer of 1989. he betrayed to the 
East from his area of work, Bundeswehr documents 
mainly classed as “confidential—for official use only.” 
The trial of the former captain, who has confessed. 
opened today before the Fourth Criminal Bench of the 
Duesseldorf Higher Regional Court. The charge 1s a 
particularly serious case of espionage activity. [passage 
omitted] 


The captain was arrested in July 1990. 


Politicians Agree No Amnesty for GDR Spies 
LD1I903101791 Hambure DPA in German 0952 GMI 
19 Mar 91 


{Excerpt} Bonn (DPA)}—There will be no amnesty for 
former GDR spies, at least not for the time being. This 
was agreed Tuesday by top politicians of the Bonn 
coalition during a conversation with Chancellor Helmut 
Kohl. It was learned that there was agreement that such 
an amnesty, although sensible. would be especially unac- 
ceptable to the new laender. Justice Minister Klaus 
Kinkel (Free Democratic Party) in particular called for 
an amnesty. [passage omitted] 


Further on Investigation of Daimler-Benz 
AU IS803155191 Hambure DER SPIEGEL in German 
18 Mar 91 pp 112-118 


[Unattributed report: “A Few Percent of the Commis- 
sion” ] 


[Excerpt] Public prosecutors arc investigating Ger- 
many's most renowned indusinal concern. Over 100 
investigators removed files from offices and private 
apartments of Daimler-Benz managers. The concern 1s 
suspected of having illegally sold military vehicles to 
other countries, and leading officials are suspected of 
having received unjustified commissions. 


Germany's leading industrial concern supplied a total of 
20 special heavy-duty transport vehicles to Iraq: Mat-bed 
tractor trailers suitable for transporting weights of 75 
tonnes and more. As late as in July last year. the last of 
the 20 MB 3336/4 heavy-duty trucks was shipped to 


Baghdad 


A business partner of the Daimler concern, the Marrel 
company in Wuelfrath adapted t) flat-bed tractor 
trailers for unmistakable purposes: The cight-shaft vehi- 
cles, which can also be used for transporting harmless 
construction vehicles, were offered as vehicles for the 
transportation of tanks by the Stuttgart-based company. 
In Wuelfrath they were modified for special purposes: 
The flat-bed tractor trailers were prepared to transport 
missiles. 


There 1s no doubt that it was a deal involving war 
materiel, for which an export permit by the Federal 
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Economic Office in Eschborn would have been required. 
However, the company did not apply for such a permit. 
For the Daimler concern the vehicles were simply flat- 
bed tractor trailers, which they supplied to the regime of 
Saddam Husayn and which were destined for “Project 
144.” 


The management could have found out that there was 
more behind this harmiess name. According to findings 
of the intelligence services, “Project 144” was the code 
name for Scud missiles. the weapons that the despot 
Saddam Husayn launched at Isracl and Saud: Arabia in 
the Gulf war. 


The investigators were alarmed by those findings. When 
visiting the Marre! company a few months ago. they 
discovered that Daimler transport vehicles were modi- 
fied for military purposes in Wuelfrath. The Wuppertal 
public prosecutor has in the meantime initiated Iegal 
investigations against Marrel. The investigating cxperts 
took the opportunity to gather further evidence— 
through a large-scale search of the Daimler works by the 
Stuttgart public prosecutor last week. 


On Thursday last week [14 March]. over 100 public 
prosecutors, customs and tax investigators, and criminal 
officers were involved in an operation lasting the whole 
day. They searched the offices of the Daimler headquar- 
ters in Untertuerkheim and the apartments of several 
leading employees of the Stuttgart company. It was onc 
of the most spectacular operations against an enterprise 
of its size and standing. and it casts a negative light on 
the Daimler concern. 


The public prosecutors suspect that the Daimler-Benz 
enturprise 1s involved in illegal weapons deals with 
countries situated in areas of tension. In addition, sev- 
cral leading officials have themselves made profits from 
completely different deals. A few I'ke-minded officials at 
the top level of the largest and most renowned industrial 
enterprise of the FRG have allegedly received millions of 
German marks [DM] over many years in the form of 
“kickbacks” [English term used] from—mostly for- 
cign—business partners. as some kind of commission for 
the mediation of deals, in which uninvolved parties 
made unjustified profits. 


In a systematic way, leading Daimler officials allegedly 
diverted sums at the enterprises’ expense. In addition. 
the investigators are also looking for an apartment that 
was specially rented for keeping suspicious documents— 
particularly documents on the payment of commissions. 
An employee. whose name the public prosecutors know, 
allegedly keeps the key to the apartment. 


The public prosecutors had received a great deal of 
anonymous information. A 10-page typed report con- 
taining numerous explosive details 1s available to DER 
SPIEGEL. The details leave no doubt thai the informer 
is from within the company’s management. General 
Public Prosecutor Klaus Bieneck from Stuttgart pointed 
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out: “The contents were so specific that, on the basrs of 
the Penal Code. we were forced to intiate legal investi- 
gations.” 


“You can cut off my nght hand if | was ever involved in 
such deals.” stated Werner Niefer. the head of Mercedes- 
Benz. the automobile section of the Daimler concern. 
Niefer was mentioned in press reports last week on 
people who were suspected of having divided the secretly 
acquired moncy among themselves. 


“Everything that the public prosecutors have removed 
from my office proves that Niefer has nothing to do with 
illegal commissions.” the head of the Mercedes concern 
stressed. 


Nieter does not deny that the concern exported trucks to 
Iraq before the annexation of Kuwait. However. Mer- 
cedes-Benz has always claimed that no permit 1s required 
for normal vehicles—vehicles that are not clearly des- 


wood for military purposes—according to the foreign 
trade law. 


However, the customs investigators who participated in 
the mass search last week were so successful that Niecfer 
and his colleagues will have to produce a few additional 
explanations. The documents seized at the Marre! com- 
pany clearly show that the flatbed tractor trailers 
exported to Iraq were modified for “Project 144° —as 
mobile launch ramps for Scud missiles. 


Thus, the flatbed tractor trailers were fitted with 
hydraulic stilts to give the vehicles more stability. In 
addition. they were equipped with devices that made it 
possible to shift a missile from the horizontal position to 
an inclined or vertical position. Even technical drawings 
of the missiles on the Daimler vehicles were discovered 
in Wuelfrath. 


The investigators hope now that on the basis of the 
documents seized they will succeed in providing further 
evidence of shady arms deals by the Daimler concern. 
After all, they confiscated a great deal of material on 
Thursday. 


The Stuttgart public prosecutor has so far not shown 
ercat enthusiasm when the region's biggest taxpayer. the 
Daimler-Benz concern, 1s involved. Thus. one public 
prosecutor wanted to drop proceedings investigating a 
largely unclarified road accident in Rome caused by 
Werner Niefer and involving a fine of DM60.000. 


It was rejected by a judge, which 1s certainly not common 
in the German administration of justice. (DER 
SPIEGEL No.3/1991) Only after complaints by private 
persons that referred to the report were legal investiga- 
tions initiated against the public prosecutor, who wanted 
to let Niefer get away with a fine that 1s relatively low in 
comparison with his income. 


The public prosecutors gave up their reservation for the 
first ame about three weeks ago. They searched the 
office and the home of Mr. Mercedes. as Nicfer likes to 
be called 
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Together with hrs wite Vera. he 1s suspected “of having 
evaded taxcs to a considerable extent.” (General Public 
Prosecutor Johasnes Haecker) Part of the comprehen- 
sive reconstruction of Nectfer’s private villa in Kallesberg 
in Stuttgart has allegedly been paid for with Damier 
moncy 


In addition to the bulictproof windows, the enterprise 
alleged!) also financed the construction of fireplaces. 
However. the owner of the villa did not report that to the 
tax authorities 


The public prosecutors struck even harder after they 
received an anonymous complaint last week Quick 
action was needed 


According to the informer. the flatbed tractor trailers (75 
tonnes of loading capacity) were to be shipped to Saud: 
Arama by the truck factory un Woerth at a total price of 
over 35 million rivals (about DMIS million) 


The ship's space for the heavy cargo was allegedly 
already booked. The vehicles mvolved are clearly tank 
transport vehicles. However, Daimler-Benz has no 
permit for the export of military vehicles. 


When searching the Woerth truck factory, the mmvestiga- 
tors discovered the 17 trucks. which were ready for 
export. In copies of offers for Riyadh and other docu- 
ments. they frequently found the note “noncivihan ver- 
sion 


The investigators discovered a similar reference to the 
military version in documents on several dozen export 
deals with Middle East countries carned out in the past. 
The files also revealed that many of the heavy-duty 
transport vehicles were fitted with a hydraulic systems 
and other special devices mm Switzerland by the Arbon 
amd Wetzikon AG (NAW) company 


Apart from the Swiss weapons producing concern Ocr- 
hikon-Buchric enterprise. Daimler-Benz also holds 40 
percent of NAW’s stock. NAW specializes in the produc- 
tion of special heavy-duty vehicles and tank parts. 


The concern explained the planned supply of flatbed 
tractor trailers to Saudi Arabia in the following way: As 
a member of the board of managers, Helmut Werner 
stated on Friday last week [15 “arch]. the companys 
received an order from the allies who fought against 
Saddam Husayn. Daimler received the first inquiry in 
December 1990. he claamed. 


Mercedes ordered the trailers for the tracts trucks— 
which are clearly military vehicles—from a t .onch firm 
(the Lohr company). The French company received the 
export permit for the trailers from the French Govern- 
ment, aficr submitting an application. “That was quite 
understandable from the French position at the time,” 
Verner stated. who 1s responsible for commercial vehi- 
cles at Daimler. “As a matter of fact. the French were 
very involved in the Gulf region.” 
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“Because of the critical situation.” the Mercedes-Benz 
company approached the Economics Ministry on § and 
1! March. inquirrag how the ministry would assess the 
possible supply of such vehicles. Werner pointed out. 
The company received a reply on 14 March—the day 
when the search was carried out. 


“As of 14 March 1991. the export of tractor trucks to 
Saud: Arabia might become subject to permission.” 
Werner que ied the letter from the ministry. That means 
that the deal was not subject to permission until 13 
March. the deputy director of the Mercedes company 
stressed. 


This conflict shows what difficulties Daimler 1s facing 
because of its arms deals. A spokesman of the Economics 
Ministry in Bonn stated that 1 1s not clear whether the 
export of the Daimler vehicles 1s subject to permission. 
Since the German weapons concern Messerschmidt- 
Boclkow-Blohm (MBB) merged with Daimler-Benz. the 
prev ously solid automobile concern has been working 19 
muned territory. The most recent imvestigations show 
how quickly a renowned enterprise can be damaged. 


Daimler officials carned out business with the unpre- 
dictable dictator from Baghdad too readily. Aficr the 
mternational outcry over German participation in the 
production of porson gas. Daimler 1s now confronted 
with massive cretecrsm because of its participation im 
Irag’s armament. The Daimiecr subsidiary MBB has 
helped the Iraqis in many ways. Its offers included 
helicopters that were modified mm other countries and 
participation in the development of the military research 
center in Mosul involving DM1.6 bilhon. MBB studies 
on a highly dangerous weapon with the caplosive power 
of a small nuclear bomb. the fucl-air-cxplosive bomb. 


also reached Baghdad 


Even if the Iragrs received missiles from Bavaria. the 
deals were—naturally—completely legal. Through the 
Evromissile sales company (MBB share: 50 percent). 
founded in 1972. Saddam bought about 10,000 “Hot” 
and “Milam” antitank missile systems and 1.050 
“Roland” antiaircraft: missiles. 


It looks as though mt will no longer be possible in the 
future to carry out such deals without any problems. 
Sensitivity on the subject 1s growing. The Economics 
Ministry in Bonn—not President Richard von Weiz- 
saccker, as reported—asked the Daimler subsidiary. 
Dasa. before the start of the German Industrial Fair in 
Seoul. to remove the model of a Tornado fighter pianc 
from display. 


The managers from Untertuerkherm are also irritated 
abou! the numerous vigils that have been held in front of 
Daimler branches since January. For that reason. the 
head of the Daimler concern, Edzard Reuter. took the 
offensive in February. 


No economic topr: in the FRG “1s being treated with so 
much hypocrisy, cowardice. and opportunism” as the 
weapons industry. Reuter emphasized. Politicians 
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should “face up te them responsibility and not slink off 
into the bushes if such a topic comes up in headlines.” 


Last month the !eadership of the company informed its 
employees for the first tume about Daimier’s “stand on 
the current discussion about cxporting sensitive goods” 
in a special three-page brochure. 


According to ihe brochure. previous supplies to Irag 
“took place with the full knowledge of the responsible 
politicians and within the framework of the legal regula- 
tions.” However. 1s true “that one must learn from 
these capenences and consider what a responsible export 
policy should be.” Amid all this, one should not forget 
that the vehicle sector of the giant concern has for years 
been involved in dubious weapons activities. Internal 
Statistics drawn up by Daimler managers (“Deliveries in 
millions of vehicles”) show exactly how many vehicles 
have been sold to armed forces in the world. Thus. 
exactly 12.645 miltsary vehicles were supplied to Iran 
between 1976 and 1986. and Iraq received 6.737 cross- 
country vehicles. Unimog trucks, and army trucks. Libya 
received 7.460 cars. and 6.648 military vehicles were 
sent to the crises region of Pakistan. 


It 1s quite obvious that export deals that are not quite 
above board invite unscrupulous employees to enrich 
themselves. Thus. the public prosecutors searched not 
just for documents of illegal weapons deals last week. 
they also investigated the suspicion that individual 
Daimier employees have made profits for themselves. 


Secret commissions of between DM3.5 and 4 billion are 
allegedly to be pand on connection with the most recent 
planned deal with Saudi Arata. The deal involves the 
delivery of 17 tractor trailers, which the Saud: Arabian 
Defense Ministry has ordered. The flatbed tractor 
trailers have been modified for tanks. 


According to a complaint filed with the Stuttgart public 
prosecutor, the commussion is to be divided between a 
whole group of Daimler officials and Saudi partners. The 
group allegedly mcludes leading marketing managers 
such as Peter Fietzek, member of the Mercedes-Benz 
managing board. who is responsible for the sale of 
commercial vehicles. and Eberhard Herzog. member of 
the Mercedes managing board. who 1s responsible for the 
sale of passenger cars. Several other sales representa- 
tives-—section heads and department heads—are alleg- 
edly also involved. 


Nocfer. the head of Mercedes-Benz. stated that he cannot 
imagine that Daimler employees are taking secret com- 
missions. [passage omitted] 


Daimler-Benz Rejects Accusations 
101803212391 Frankfurt/Main FRANKAFURTER 
ILLGEMEINE in German 18 Mar 91 p 19 


[“mih.” report: “Daimler-Benz Rejects Accusation of 
Iiegal Arms Exports” ] 
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[Excerpts] Stuttgart, | 7 March—The Daimler-Benz Cor- 
poration vigorously reyected the accusation of illegal 
arms deliveries to the Middle East. The Stutigart Public 
ProsecutoR’S Office 1s currently conducting imvestiga- 
tions concerning employees of Daimler-Benz and Mer- 
cedes-Benz because of possible violations of the foreign 
trade law. Reportedly. vehicles that were especially 
designed for military purposes were supplied to the 
Middle East without a permit. The investigations were 
inttiated because of anonymous information. Helmut 
Werner, deputy chairman of the Mercedes Benz Man- 
agement Board. who 1s responsible for the utility vehicle 
business, said at a news conference that, because of the 
dates mentioned, 1 could only refer to a planned 
delivery to Saudi Arabia that was not carried out at all. 


Werner described the events like this: In December 1990 
Mercedes received an inquiry about the supply of 17 
tractor trailers to Saud: Arabia. The inquiry was made by 


the supreme commander of the Saudi Army on behalf of 


the allied armed forces un the Gulf war. Because Mer- 
cedes was only able to supply the towing vehicles. but not 
the appropriate attachments. the Stuttgart-based com- 
pany turned te French producer Lohr. who applied for 
an export permit in Paris and received ut. On 8 and 1! 
March. Mercedes asked the Federal Economics Ministry 
to evalute the business transaction. According to 
Werner. the Bonn authority advised against ut and 
pointed out that 1 would be subject to authorization as 
of 14 March. The business transaction was regarded as 
“ertical” because of the attachments, which would have 
also made the transportation of tanks possible 
According to Werner, the delivery was not carried out 


Werner also reyected assumptions that the investigations 
might refer to a deal with Irag. The last supply to that 
country dates back to July 1990. From the 124 utility 
vehicles—90 percent of which are not cross- 
country—112 trucks were still on the transportation 
route on 2 August, the day of the invasion of Kuwait 
Mercedes immediately ordered the return of those vch- 
cles. According to Werner, they are now in the Nether- 
lands. [passage omitted] 


Matthias Kleimert, spokesman for Daimler-Benz. sand 
over the weekend [16-17 March] that the attempt to 
establish a connection between Mercedes standard 
towing vehicles and Scud mussile launchers is a “bad 
imputation.” As Klemert told this newspaper 11 rs correct 
that Mercedes supphed approximately 20 all- purpose 
towing vehicles to the Marre! Company. That company 
reported that hydraulic stilts were attached, so that 
heavy loading cranes could work on the towing vehicles. 
Mercedes did not know anything about a military pur- 
pose, he said. Moreover, the Marre! Company in Wucl- 
frath +s the subsidiary of a French company. Thus. the 
granting of an export permit for the attachments would 
have been the French Government's business 


As Helmut Werner further reported at the news conter- 
ence on Friday [1S March]. when the embargo against 
irag was imposed, the implementation of a contract to 
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manufacture under license buses and trucks in Iraq was 
also halted. Until that me, the construction of a factory 
with an annual capacity of up to 15,000 vehicles had not 
gotten further than the preparation of the area. As the 
contractor, Mercedes did not participate in the invest- 
ments, he said. 


Klemert said that the anonymous information 1s another 
aliempt to “unseat™ Werner Nicfer. chairman of the 
Mercedes Management Board. against whom the accu- 
sations are directed. Klemert thinks that it 1s “inconcery- 
able” and “impossible” that Niefer 1s connected with 
illegal weapons exports. There are currently two prelim- 
mary proceedings against Nicfer. one of them also 
because of anonymous information. Aleinert stated that 
Nicfer would not resign. 


Lambsdorff Admits Mistakes About East's Economy 


LDISO03113591 Berlin ADN in German 0918 GM1 
IS Mar 91 


[Excerpt] Leipzig (ADN}—Eastern Germany will need 
five years to catch up with western German living 
standards, Free Democratic Party [FDP] Chairman Otto 
Count Lambsdorff said in an interview published by the 
Leipzig TAGEBLATT on Monday. He thus revised his 
carher view that the catchup penod would last three 
years. 


The FDP politician admitted that wrong assessments 
have been made. “We succumbed to an illusion”, he 
said. “We failed to see the full extent to which the castern 
German economy had in fact been destroyed, although | 
consider that | was reasonably well informed.” He stated 
that he had forecast 3 million unemployed—including 
short-trme workers—but had failed to see the reat diver- 
gence of pay and income development and producti ity 
devclopment. 


Tax increases would not have been necessary to finance 
German unification, Lambsdorff said. If 1 had not been 
for the Gulf war he would have made every effort to 
ensure that the FDP voted against the tax increase. He 
criticized the west's unwillingness “to make available to 
the eastern German laender the additional funds derived 
from growth and tax revenues”. [passage omitted] 


PDS Criticizes Government ‘Empty Promises’ 
111903125091 Frankfurt/Main FRANAKFURTER 
ILLGE MEINE in German 19 Mar 91 ps 


[“Ws” report: “Empty Promises” ] 


[Text] Berlin, 18 March—-The Party of Democratic 
Socialism [PDS]. the successor of the Socialist Unity 
Party of Germany, has accused the Bonn government 
coalition of pursuing “a policy of fraud and empty 
promises” as reeards the people in the new lacnder 
According to a statement from the party's Executive 
Committee “against mass unemployment and social 
dechine in the east German laender.” out of almost 6 
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million officially unemployed peopic. people working 
short hours, and people forced into carly retirement all 
over Germany, more than 3.5 million live in the new 
laender. Thus, in eastern Germany almost every family 
is confronted with unemployment. At the end of Feb- 
ruary, in the new laender there were almost 787,000 
officially registered unemployed people. more than 1.9 
million people working short hours, about 500,000 
people forced into carly retirement, and almost 600,000 
former civil servants, “who are waiting for their dis- 
missal.” Never before in German history has there been 
anything even remotely like the current amount of 
unemployment. 


According to the PDS, 335,000 people left the territory 
of the former GDR last year. another 200.000 are 
working as commuters in the old laender or in the 
western part of Berlin. An alarming problem 1s uncm- 
ployment among young people. In 1991 a deficnt of 
80.000 places for apprenticeships is expected. The 
atiempt to link working short hours and advanced 
training has failed. In the new lacnder working short 
hours 1s nothing cise than a disguised form of unemploy- 
ment. More than | million people work less than half of 
the nominal working time: 42 percent work less than 
one-quarter or not at all. This development gives rise to 
profound political, social, economic, and cultural risks 
for the people in the new and in the old laender. the 
Statement of the PDS Executive Committee says. The 
Executive Committee suspects that the FRG Govern- 
ment and the Trusteeship Authority, the west German 
banks, companies, and trading chains have common 
goals: “Destruction of everything that reminds us even 
remotely of the fact that different social structures arc 
conceivable at all.” 


In the view of the PDS Exccutive Committee. the 
government coalition still does not have any solid con- 
cept for economic and social improvement. for struc- 
tural adjustment, and for reducing mass unemployment 
in the new German laender. The generous support for 
restructuring and improving the cconomy im castern 
Germany, which was promised by the chancellor, has 
proved to be a “concept of destroying and colonializing 
the eastern German economy. science, and culture.” in 
order to turn the new laender into “a social, economic. 
and cultural appendage of the old FRG.” The “Jot 
Action Program for Recovery in the East.” which was 
exacted by the “pressure of the protest movement in the 
new lacnder.” 1s curing only the symptoms and, at the 
same time, exacerbating the reasons for the crisis. Ht 1s 
“in gross contradiction to the scope of the challenges and 
problems” and does not offer any basis to combat mass 
unemployment and lasting unemployment and to pre- 
vent the impoverishment of large parts of the popula- 
thon 


Finance Minister Interviewed About Taxes, Economy 


10 1803140991 Hambure DER SPILGELL in German 
IS Mar ¥1 pp 24-28 


{Interview with Finance Minister Theo Waige! by Heiko 
Martens and Klaus Wirtgen, date not given: “Fratricidal 
Strife Is Useless] 
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[Excerpts] [passage omitted] [DER SPIEGEL] According 
to a list drawn up by the Chancellor's Office, only 3 of 20 
billion German marks [DM] in expendiiures, which will 
have to be paid additionally in 1991, were caused by the 
Gulf crisis: the rest goes to the former GDR. And you 
want to persuade the people to believe that the tax 
increases did not develop because of unification” 


|Wargel] I repeat: We would have had the necessary 
DM17 billion for the new laender without tax increases, 
if we had not had to spend that money on the Gulf and 
on the consequences of the collapse of trade with CEMA. 


{DER SPIEGEL] Why such complicated statements? Are 
you afraid to admit an error’ 


| Waigel] | am not afraid. | would also not be afraid to say 
that we were wrong. If I say that | cannot give exact 
figures on what we are facing. it 1s not deception. You 
can tell me: You should have known that. But you 
cannot accuse me of deception. 


{DEK SPIEGEL] Can you guarantee that the package of 
tax mecreases will remain as it 1s” 


| Wangel] | think that the package 1s sufficient to cover the 
risks we are facing. [passage omitted] 


[DER SPIEGEL] You have already announced that the 
increase m mecome tax will be replaced by an increase in 
the value-added tax. 


| Wargel] It will not be replaced: the solidarity contribu- 
tion will end on WW June 1992. An increase im the 
value-added tax as of | January 1993 will be unavoid- 
able—for two reasons: the European harmonization of 
taxcs and the new distribution of turnover tax between 
the Federal Government and the laender. There will be 
very intense pressure by all lacnder to improve their 
revenues. 


[DER SPIEGEL] There ss no coercion from the EC to 
raise the valuc-added tax m 1993 


| Wargel] There 1s no coercion because we have tried hard 
to have the 14- to 20-percent range of turnover tax in 
Europe. However. there 1s an urgent request by almost all 
member countries that have relatively high excise taxcs 
and high valuc-added taxes to change the ratio of direct 
and indirect taxes in Germany 


[DER SPIEGEL] Does that mean that in the future the 
FRG will have to move to the middie level of the 
valuc-added tax range’ 


|Wargel] It does not mean that 1 see only limited 
possibilities for rarseng that tax. I cannot give any details 
vet. However. there cannot be a sharp rise. and I will 
argue that the reduced tas rate should be kept for certain 
goods so that a social component rs uncluded for families 
with children on particular 


[DER SPIEGEL) Your budget planning 1s based on an 
optimistic coonomic growth of an average of 2.5 percent 
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over the next few years. Have you included any safe- 
guards if the growth rate 1s lower” 


[Waigel] Any financial planning contains small sate- 
guards. In addition, we will also have to tackle the topic 
of reducing subsidies in connection with intensifying 
competition in our economy. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Your medium-term financial planning 
envisages a halving of net borrowing. How binding 1s 
that promise in view of such unpredictable risks as the 
financial demand of the Trusteeship Authority” 


[Waigel] We have a strict plan for reducing ict bor- 
rowing in medium-term financial planning until 1994. 
We will stick to that plan. However, we must insist more 
strongly that the other public budgets also try to achieve 
that savings. 


[DER SPIEGEL] How important ts the reduction of net 
borrowing for you? Will you proceed in a way similar to 
the one you followed concerning tax increases” 


[| Wangel] | must categorically reyect your mmsinuation. Net 
borrowing 1s very important for me. because not only 
does it play a role at home but 11 1s also closely watched 
abroad. 


[DER SPIEGEL] Your planning envisages. for instance. 
a further reduction in the defense budget. At the 
moment, however, the Defense Ministry 1s looking at a 
sharp increase. 


{Waigel] Every minister who 1s supposed to save moncy 
Struggles and says it 1s not possible. Nevertheless, our 
targets will remain as they are. That applics to the 
defense budget as well as to the subsidies for the areas 
along the former intra-German border. No one will be 
able to accuse me of pursuing a selective policy. As to the 
defense budget. | can take out notes by former Finance 
Minister Gerhard Stoltenberg and use them as argu- 
ments. [passage omitted] 


[DER SPIEGEL] Why do you lke to quarrel with 
Foreign Minister Genscher’ 


|Waigel] Out foreign policy has been criticized not just 
by the Christian Social Union (CSU). Critecrsm has been 
voiced at the imternational and the national level. The 
CSU took up that criticism without naming a specific 
person 


[DER SPIEGEL] CSU Secretary General Erwin Huber 
accused Genscher of chechoook diplomacy. 


[Waigel] The entire FRG Government has to face the 
criticism of foreign policy. The CSU has never given up 
its clam to be competent im foreign policy. It will 
continue that. The CSU! 1s not a party in just one land 
Foreign policy determines our fate. In particular ‘he new 
role that Germany 1s now playing in Europe and in the 
United Nations has to be defined, without developing 
any boastful attuttude. That 1s the task of all parties 
Furthermore, the CSU chairman must have the nght to 
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comment on foreign and security policy in the same way 
as other coalition partners comment on financial, tax, or 
domestic policy. [passage omitted] 


[DER SPIEGEL] There are speculations in Bonn about a 
new coalition. With a view to a potential dramatization 
of the situation on the new laender, even a grand coali- 
tion +s being discussed. 


[Wargel] | do not think that there 1s any reason to 
philosophize about a grand coalition. The current coali- 
tion 18 Strong cnough and big enough and there are also 
enough clements of agreement to solve the problems. 
Extremely serious things would have to happen if a 
different assessment were to be made. | am for a con- 
structive inclusion of the Social Democratic Party of 
Germany [SPD] in the formation of political will. That 1s 
necessary if one thinks, for instance, of changes in the 
constitution regarding the mght to asylum or of certain 
stipulations in foreign and security policy. 


{DER SPIEGEL] Why should the SPD be interested in 
cooperation if it rs not mvolved in the government” 


| Wargel] | expect the opposition to behave as construc- 
tively as we did on the 1970s. At that time we too 
supported important. necessary decisions in financial 
policy. but also about other rssucs. [passage omiticd] 


De Maiziere Outlines CDU Party Program 


101803273791 Berlin DER MORGEN in German 
16-17 Mar 91 p 18 


[interview with CDU Deputy Chairman Lothar de Mar- 
mere by Olaf Opitz: place and date not given: “Our 
Future Tasks Are Onented Toward Eastern Europe’ | 


{ Text] [Opitz] You are the chief of the CDU [Christian 
Democratic Union) Program Commission. In view of 
the fundamental changes that have taken place, what are 
the most important points that the party has to consider 
in the future” 


[De Maiziere] The CDU adopted its program of princi- 
ples in 1978. and ut was valid for 12 years. We should. 
therefore. not throw overboard what has proved tis 
worth over such a long period of time. However, we must 
think about the future of a policy marked by Christian 
responsibility within a larger time frame. The develop- 
ments of the ninctics represent great challenges to the 
CDU's ability to shape the future on the basis of Chris- 
tian responsibility. That makes 1 necessary for us to find 
answers to questions of crucial importance: What future 
policy should be pursued im the process of Germany's 
unification and toward the Eastern European countries’ 
What will Europe be like om 10 years’? What are the 
international responsibilities cf the united and sovereign 
Csermany’ In what way wili we mect the large future 
challenges—protecting the ce vironment and the North- 
South conflict’ 
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[Opitz] Specifically, what do you consider smportant for 
Germany by the year 2000" 


[De Maiziere] One of the basic values of a policy marked 
by Christian responsibility 1s solidarity. The citizens of 
the former Federal Republic must understand that they 
will have to bear great responsibility in connection with 
the shaping of German unity in the near future. Such an 
act of solidarity requires not just money, whal 1+ partic- 
ularly important 1» human support and assistance om 
terms of personnel for the new laender. That means that 
people in important positions must also be ready to work 
in castern Germany as judges or lcgal experts. for 
instance. or as civil servants Or managers. 


[Opitz] Do you see us facing the necessity of a cultural 
revolution 9s your colleague Heimer Gerssler does” 


[De Ma viere, We will also have to consider the tasks 
tha’ cannot be expressed in moncy. Let me give you a 
few examples: What does identity mean” What 1s our 
reaction to the quick change of values in our society” 
What work must the spiritual leadership of our society 
perform? In what way can the CDU's profile and its 
integrative power be strengthened” In this connection. 
culture, which ts becoming more European. 1s of decisive 
importance. 


[Opitz] What does that mean for your party” 


[De Maiziere] It means that we must strengthen the 
spiritual element, and consider those things more inten- 
sively that have an integrating. not a polarizing. effect. 


[Opitz] Doesn't such an effort that 1s armed at integra- 
tion require concerted action beyond all party borders” 


[De Maiziere] It really requires the effort of all forces in 
Germany—political parties and associations. trade 
unions and churches—to mect the upcoming challenges. 
To be sure, a task that concerns the whole of society 
cannot be resolved by one political party alone. 


[Opitz] You talked about European culture. Do you 
include Eastern Europe” 


[De Maiziere}] The importance of the European Commu- 
nity 1s increasing. In addition, there 1s the problem of 
how to include Eastern Europe in the EC. Hungary. 
Poland, and the CSFR have already expressed their wish 
for association. With a free flow of goods and with better 
economic relations, it will be possible to further develop 
human contacts and cultural relations. In that process. 
we, the castern Germans, can assume an important 
mediating function because Prague, Warsaw. or 
Budapest are to us parts of a cultural identity that we also 


experienced over a long period of time. 


[Opitz] Berlin as the seat of government and parhament 
would be able. also geographically. to meet such a task of 
promoting the integration of our eastern neighbors. 


[De Maiziere] That 1s correct, and I consider it one of the 
essential clements in favor of Berlin as the cay. tal and 
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scat of government. The great tasks of the future will be 
onented toward Eastern Europe im the next few years 
We should not forget that there will be no united and 
pacified Europe. if the prosperity line runs along the 
Oder. instead of the Elbe River 


[Opuz] The designers of the unified Germany have 
thoroughly murscalculated the consequcnces of unifica- 
tion. Will thongs contenuc Ivke that’ 


[De Maiziere] When an entire social and cconomn 
system 1s replaced by a new system. it 1s hardly possible 
to predict all the consequences involved. Nor will 
anyone find  casrer mm the future to make safe prog- 
noses 


[Opuz] That docs not help milhons of uncmploved m 
castiern Crormany 


[De Maizrere| Granted, we did not sufficrently explain to 
the people vis and for what reasons thew enterprises 
had to be .iosed down. However. the former GDR 
economy consumed, but did not mvest for years. The 
former GDR lived on what u had—cconomicalls. 
socially. and ccologically. Inefficient jobs were artifi- 
cially maintained. and many people knew that there was 
always hidden unemployment. You only had to look at 
the inflated burcaucracy. not only im the administration 
but also in companies. In addition. there was the dam- 
aging striving for autarky. the wish to produce every- 
thing in the country. Unfortunately. we have to suffer for 
i now 


[Opiz) The CD had promrsed the people that they 
would be better off. not worse off 


[De Maiviere] Many people om the former GDR viewed 
change too much im connectron with data. They hesad 
that with the monctary unron or with the accession, 
basically everything would change over night 


{Opitz} But you took part, didn't you, im setting the dates 
for the monctary unron and the accession” 


[De Maiziere] The dates were set by history. | keep to 
them: It was correct to bring about unification quickly 
because it 1s casicr to solve problems within a larger 
framework. We would not have been able financially to 
cope with two states over a longer period of time. The 
financial requirements of the new lacnder, with which 
the Federal Government has to deal, are extremely high 
anyway 


[Opitz] If the social tensrons mncrease, are you concerned 
that former CDU voters could drift toward radical 
rightist groups” 


[De Maiziere] Frequently. although not necessarily. 
social problems lead to leftist of mghtist extremism. | do 
not sce a difference between the two movements 
regarding their dangerousness. | do not consider it real- 
istic to expect a development in Germany comparabic to 
the one that took place by the end of the 1920's. The 
Germans have learned a lesson from history 
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Moellemann on New Nuclear Plants, Tax Increases 


4101803120891 Hambure BILD AM SONNTAG 
in German 17 Mar 91 pp 2-3 


[Interview with Economics Minister Juergen Moclie- 
mann by Michacl H. Spreng. Friiedemann Weckbach- 
Mara, and Philipp Kirschner in Bonn: date not given: 
“Mocllemann: New Nuclear Power Plants in the West 
Also”) 


[Excerpts] [BILD AM SONNTAG] In castern Germany 
two new nuclear power plants are being built in Greif- 
swald and Stendal instead of renewing the old ones. Do 
you plan to renew nuclear power plants in the west” 


{Mocliemann] There are no specific projects. However. 
we have to make use of nuclear energy as long as there is 
nothing better. In view of the imminent disasicr 
regarding the world’s weather, | do not see any alterna- 
tive m the medium term, because additional coal- 
powered thermal power plants must not be inflicted on 
the environment. In addition, our price for a tonne of 
coal 1s about three times higher than the world market. 
Alternate energy supplies and. above all, energy savings 
are particularly wmportant to us. Nevertheless, in the 
west, too, in the foreseeable future in some cases we will 
not be able to put off replacing older nuclear power 
plants with newer and safer ones. | am asking for all 
parties to agree to that solution. North Rhine- 
Westphalia and Saarland. which are governed by the 
Social Democratic Party of Germany. must know that 
subsidies for coal also depend on the attitude toward 


nuclear energy. [passage omitted] 


[BILD AM SONNTAG] On 1 July taxes will increase— 
will that not rum cconomic development” 


{Moecliemann] No. The economic development is too 
strong. | expect half a percent less growth (that is, 2.5 to 
3 percent) and a correspondingly higher growth rate of 
prices (3.5 percent instead of 3 percent). On the other 
hand, growth stimuli are being introduced in the new 
lender, so that things will be about the same in the end. 


[BILD AM SONNTAG; The people in the new lacnder 
are losing their patience. When will the newly established 
“Joint Action Program for Recovery in the East” finally 
bring the promised better futurc to the new lacnder’ 


[Moellemann] We must see one thing clearly: A tangible 
and lasting process of recovery will start only by the 
middie of next year—-perhaps even in the spring. As a 
result of the investment allowance, special tax write-offs, 
and regional economic promotion, as entreprencur with 
a 50-percent tax burden can now write off practically all 
of his investments during the first year. Such conditions 
will rarely be found anywhere else in the world. If things 
do not start to move now, it can only be the fault of the 
enterprises, which say: Let us go on producing here and 
using the cast as our market. This must not be the case! 
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{BILD AM SONNTAG] What do you plan to do if 
sufficient numbers of qualified civil servants do not 
voluntarily go to the new laender? 


[Mocllemann] We have created financial incentives and 
promise quicker promotions for those who go to the new 
laender voluntarily. If this is not enough | will propose a 
conference of the Federal Government and the laender 
in order to transfer the needed number of civil servants 
to the cast, and also with ut their agreement. This. 
however, should be the last resort. [passage omitted] 


Some 147,950 Resettlers From USSR in 1990 


AU 1903113091 Frankfurt/Main FRANKFURTER 
RUNDSCHALU in German 19 Mar 91 p 4 


[Report by the Catholic News Agency KNA: “Number of 
Resetilers Rises” ] 


[Text] Koen:gstem, 18 March—Last year a total of 
147.950 resettlers came to Germany from the Soviet 
Union. During 1970-86 only 73,000 came. This infor- 
mation was presented at the spring mecting of che 
Catholic Refugee Council and the Working Community 
of Catholic Refugees’ Associations in Koenigstein. 


The discussion showed that, despite materia! aid. there 
are considerable difficulties regarding work, housing. 
and the procedure of being recognized as a resetiler. 
Resettler Figures Released 


4U 1803108991 Cologne Deutschlandfunk Network 
in German 1000 GMT 18 Mar 91 


[Text] In the three Lower Saxony transit camps at 
Friedland, Osnabrueck, and Bramsche. | .382 resettlers 
were recvived last week. According to the Lower Saxony 
Ministry for Federal and European Affairs. most of them 
came from the Soviet Union. 


A total of 573 resettlers arrived at the Nuremberg transit 
camp last week. According to the Bavarian Social Affairs 
Ministry in Munich, 511 of them came from Romania. 


* Lagging Pace of Industrial Investment Analyzed 


YIGEOI67A Munich SUEDDEC TSCHE ZEITUNG 
in German 20 Feb 91 p 26 


{Article by Andreas Oldag: “Facing Collapse a Few 
Months After Unification: Drastic Production Decreases 
in Almost All Sectors; Criticism of Trusteeship 
Authority; Bonn Election Campaign Optimism” —first 
paragraph is SUEDDEUTSCHE ZEITUNG introduc- 
tion] 

[Text] A few months after German unification, the 
industry of the former GDR is facing collapse. Particu- 
larly the collapse of the traditional sales markets in East 
Europe and the Soviet Union is causing difficulties for 
the enterprises. Pressure is mounting on politicians, and 
not least of all on the Trusteeship Authority, to proceed 
with more effective concepts against the impending mass 
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dismissals in the enterprises. Bul there 1s no panacea so 
far. The Trusteeship Authority 1s on the horns of a 
dilemma: Western investors are still holding back from 
involvement in the cast. The sale of the ailing state 
enterprises 1s not materializing as quickly as cxpected. 
However, the planned investment of billions by the 
western German automobile industry provides a ray of 
hope for the eastern German economy. 


When Heiner Rubarth speaks about the future of hes 
enterprise, one senses bitter determination in his vorce. 
“We will manage it, although the wind 1s blowing ever 
harder in our faces.” says the chairman of the board of 
VEM Antriebstechnik AG, Dresden. Almost daily. the 
largest Saxon industrial enterprise and special manufac- 
turer of electric motors must accept cancellation of 
orders from its customers. Last month. half of all orders 
were written off. As contractor for the castern German 
shipbuilding industry. VEM 1s to a very special extent 
dependent on the sales market in East Europe and the 
Soviet Union. However. since the shipbuilders in Ros- 
tock and Wismar lack orders, the motor manufacturers 
in Saxony also have but little water under their keel. 
although VEM has technologically first-rate products to 
offer. 


Rubarth does not yet have a panacea for the recovery of 
his enterprise. But one thing 1s already an inescapable 
fact: The staff must be reduced much more drastically 
than planned. Probably not even half of the 23.500 
employees have a chance of retaining their yobs. Rubarth 
has already dismissed the dreams of last fall to get VEM 
to the stock exchange within three to four years. It 1s now 
a matter of sheer survival. 


Barely six months after German unification, resignation 
1S Spreading in industry in the former GDR. Ever more 
enterprises are teetering on the brink of disaster and 
must battle acute liquidity shortages. The managers. to a 
large extent recruited from the former SED [Socialist 
Unity Party of Germany] cadres of functionaries, help- 
lessly confront a mountain of problems. Truc. there 1s 
hardly an enterprise that is not served by western 
German industrial consultants. But the restructuring 
plans worked out with great clan just a few months ago 
hardly seem to be producing any effect. 


An end to the downswing of the cconomy in the new 
federal laender 1s not foreseeable: According to the latest 
computation of the Ministry for Economics. industrial 
production im eastern Germany in December 1990 
dropped by over 10 percent compared to the previous 
month. Compared to December 1989. production fell by 
over one-half. The only industrial sector which regrs- 
tered a plus of 7.5 percent at the end of last year 1s the 
energy and fuel industry. 


The other sectors registered decreases between 2.5 per- 
cent (machine and vehicle manufacture) and almost 
one-third (textile and building material industries). Pro- 
duction of the chemical industry dropped by 8.5 percent 
compared to November. Light industry and the electrical 
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enginecring/clectronics sector suffered losses of roughly 
one-fifth. metallurgy lost 26.5 percent. and the food- 
processing industry lost 6 percent. 


It ss already clear that the more optimistic government 
forecasts from last year regarding the development of the 
labor market are long outdated. Bonn now postulates 
700,000 surplus jobs un public service, 400.000 in agri- 
culture, 1.5 millon im the export sector, 220,000 im 
mining. and $50.000 in the metal and clectronics sectors 
Truc. present statistics register “only” 760,000 uncm- 
ployed and 1.86 million short-tume workers in the new 
federal laender. But the picture could become dramati- 
cally darker as carly as June/July when numerous dis- 
missal protection agreements expire. Meanwhile caperts 
assume an unemployment rate of up to 35 percent. By 
comparison. western German problem regions such as 
Dortmund. Dursburg. and the Emsiand would be truc 
islands of prosperity. 


Fver More Commuters 


The economics and social ministers in the new federal 
laender pomt to extensive employment and retraming 
programs: Up to now, the budget of the Federal Labor 
Office contained 2.8 bilhon German marks [DM] for 
130.000 job creation measures (ABM). According to 
plans in Bonn. these [funds] are to be greatl: increased 


So far. however, the retraming programs have found 
little favor with those affected. And in many cases it 1s 
not clear for what vocation someone should be retrained. 
a 40-year-old unemployed miner. often also with 
impaired health. in the Mansfeld area. for cxample 
Younger, qualified workers pack their suitcases to find a 
new job in the booming west. According to estimates by 
the Deutsche Institut fuer Wirtschaftsforschung 
[German Institute for Economic Research) (DIW), 
Berlin. even today some 200,000 people are commuting 
to the west in order to work in the old federal laender. 


Without a doubt. the conversion process of the castern 
German economy from a central command system to a 
market economy in its consequences has beer long 
underestimated for reasons of political opportunity (key 
word: federal electron campaign): 


—Productivity in the former state-owned enterprises hes 
% to 60 percent below the level of the old FRG 
Eastern German products have little sales chance on 
the west. and the inherited burden of the SED 
economy still plays a role. For example. im the eng 
necring industry. castern German installations were 
built three to four times as heavy as western products 
It was a matter of fulfilling delivery obligations to the 
other CEMA countnes, the accounts of which were 
rendered in tons. 


—The collapse of the traditional castern markets. above 
all on the Sovict Union, which suffers from an acute 
foreign currency shortage. came as a complete surprise 
to eastern German industry. Afier all, the former 
GDR effected 60 to 70 percent of its exports with 
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CEMA countries. Despite the cxporn help promised by 
the Federal Government and further Hermes cxport 
cred" guarantees. castern enterprises realrstically 
must capect that thew volume of orders will drop by 
about two-thirds 


The Berlin Trusteeship Authority m os plight has 
siveady ised come 138 wemern Germee manager ant 

»/ them m charge of the boards of directors of the 

converted statc-owned enterprises. But thes first and 1s 
only a drop m a bucket. especially since these “western 
mports” are not all of top quality. Many boards of 
directors contenuc to be understaffed. Particular prob- 
tems arise with marketiig and accounting 


—Despite extensive tax relef and credit concessions. 
western German enterprises are holding back on the 
construction of production plants. Truc. direct rnvest- 
ments on the new federal lacnder thes year amount to 
at least DM10 bilhon. But in relation to the mvest- 
ments of Greerman industry on the old tederal lacnder— 
approximately DM 120 billhon—thrs 1s anything but a 
cause for cuphona. The enterprises shy away from the 
risks of investments in the former GDR— 
contaminated sol, unclear status of ownership. and a 
miserable infrastructure. But at least the Federal Grov- 
ernment has now taken action m order to remove 
some mvestiment obstactes with its draft law on the 
“Removal of Obstactes to Privatization ~ 


In thes contest os probably not a comendence that 
despite a few spectacular large contracts. the balance 
sheet of the Trusteeship Authority. to which some &.000 
formerly state-owned enterprises belong. so far looks 
rather meager. In the area of the Trusteeship Authority 
headquarters, which looks aficr approwimatel) 2.5) 
larger emerprises, 141 companies had been privatized by 
the end of last year. Trusteeship Authority branch offices 
had sold a total of 228 small aad medium-sized enter- 
prises during the same period. According to Trusteeship 
Authority information. about 200.000 jobs had thereby 
been saved 


Privatizations will probably not speed up considerably in 
the coming months. On the contrary: Some of the few 
“plums.” which also mclude the castern Crerman clec- 
trcity supply industry, have already been taken. More- 
over, many enterprises which even last year were still 
considered sure candidates for sale, such as engineering 
firms. could quickly become “unsalable” in view of the 
serous sales problems on the CEMA market. Not only 
VEM might be among them. but also the former socialist 
showcase enterprise, Carl Zers Jena, which carned 
about 50 to 60 percent of its revenue in East Europe and 
is now facing a further drastic reduction of jobs from 
28.000 to 10,000, possibly even to 5.000 employees 


A Race Against * 
The Trusteeship Authority 1 mm 4 race against time 


Because it 1s already certain today that a large number of 


enterprises will not find buyers. On the other hand. rapid 
hquidation could aggravate social tensions. But 1 also 
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seems unjustifiable to mamta cnicrpriscs no longer 
capatic of survival for vears to come at the subsidy 
feeding trough whech must be filled by the taxpayer 


The Trusteestup Authority well hardly have cn wgh 
moome from salcs of enterprises to give it greater finan- 
cral leeway On the contrary As was demonstrated by the 
sale last Ohotober of the Schwarsherde svathetics works to 
BASE AG. Ludwigshaten, potent western buyers are not 
willing to assume pre-DM bardens In Schwarsherde. the 
Trusteeshxs Authority must pay for the disposal of 
contaminated sol and polluted bodies of water That 
qurc’ly runs mito billrons 


Detles Rohwedder. president of the Trusteeship 
Authority. « of the opmmon that the Trusteeship 
Authority cannot be saddled with labor market and 
structural polos which essentially are maticrs for the 
federal and land governments. He mnsists that the priva- 
tizatvon of enterprises must have pronty over rehabul- 
taton. But thes mest not lead to sales “al any prioe.” 
since tos also the Trustceshup Authority's task to 
examine the potential buver’s entreprencurnal mient 
eth regard to preserving yom In practice thes also 
recans a difficult balanceng of mmterests. because the 
Trusteeship Authority's guarantces for stopgap rehiet, 
which amounted to M28 billron by the end of last year. 
are to terminate by the end of March 1991. However. 
Bonn 1s already considering not undertaking an abrupt 
cutofl, but rather a slow melting away. No matter how 
the modalities for the termination of hquidity guarantees 
are determined, one thing 1s certamn: Improved coord:- 
nation between the Trusteeship Authority and the land 
governments rs urgently needed in order to cope with the 
social consequences of the empending mays drsmrssals in 
the former GDR enterprises 


Something Less Than Glorious 


But the management of the Trusteeship Authority also 
has not always cut the best figure mn recent weeks and has 
caused protests by employees with its incomprehensible 
mancuvering im important decrsions. An meglorous 
chapter rs the poker game played with regard to Interflug 
CimbH., Berlin: The Trusteeship Authority empnasized 
time and ag.*n that the negotiations concerning the entry 
of a partner into the castern German airline were just 
about -oncluded. Finally a decrsron was to be made on 
1S January After Deutsche Lufthansa AG. Cologne, had 
alread farled last vear with its Interflug plans and 
encoun. sgevings on the part of the Cartel Office. 
British \ico ays. among others, appeared to be a prom- 
ising candidate 


The “ito asive negotiations.” however, turned out to be 
, washout, so that on the end the Trusteeship Authority 
could cooly negotiate with “second-rate” interested par- 
tes who could not even present a feasible financial 
restructurone concept. The crash of the castern German 
airline with 900 employees was thus programmed 
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High Subsidies 


The Trusteeship Authority was on 2 71g-7ag Course im 
Essenach, where Wartburg production in the Automobil- 
werke Ersenach GmbH (AWE) 1s to be terminated by the 
end of March 1991. The trusty family vehicle, of which 
more than 60,000 were manufactured at umes im the 
GDR. today must be subsidized with DM7_000 per car. 
Hence there 1s no way to prevent closing down the plant 
with its 5,500 employees. furthermore. 10,000 to 15.000 
jobs im the ancillary mndusinics also depend on the 


enterprise, 


The criticism of AWE employees thus concerns prima- 
rily the mancuverying by the Trusiceship Authority 
board of directors: As late as December, 1 had evidently 
raised the hopes of the Ersenach people for continucd 
production for a limited time. By January this no longer 
seemed valid. So. fears of the AWE management and the 
works council that the orginally planned transition 
phase, vatil the start-up of the new Opel production im 
Ersenach in 1992 might fail, are justified. 
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No Concept 


So far. there 1s no firm concept for retraming and 
continued education measures for the Wartburg 
employees. The Thuringian land government reacts with 
helplessness. Opel must fear that qualified workers, who 
will be urgently needed im a few years, will move away. 


The commitment of the western German automobile 
industry might, at icast mm the medium term, become a 
first glimmer of hope in castern Germany. Like no other 
industrial sector, 1 plans the building of new plants, 
which, with the settlement of medium-sized ancillary 
suppliers in the problem regions, could mitigate the 
impending mass unemployment. In addition to Adam 
Opel AG. Ruesseisheim, which ts investing about DM! 
billion in a new plant in Exsenach with approximately 
2.600 employees, Volkswagen AG 1s buslding at full 
speed a new production plant in Mosel ncar Zwickau. 
From 1994 on. with a total of 6.800 employees. up to 
250.000 Golf vehicles are to be produced there annually. 


By 1994/95. Mercedes-Benz AG. Stuttgart. intends to 
spend approximately DM! billion to build a truck plant 
in Ludwigsfelde near Berlin. 
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Rocard on US. Talks, Settling Palestine Issue 
NC 7903102991 Carre U-ANIRAM om tWralx 
iiWwer Pr 3? 


[Intervicw with Prime Minister Michel Rocard by AL- 
AHRAM correspondent Hamd: Fu'ad im Washington— 
date not given] 


[Text] French Prime Minister Michel Rocard has spoken 
to AL-AHRAM on the outcome of hes talks wath Prew- 
dent George Bush. welcoming the direct: mecting 
between James Baker and the Palestinian delegation im 
the occupred territones. He sand that the Security 
(Council member states voted m favor of 12 resolutrons 
to force Irag to withdraw from Kuwant and to use armed 
force in a police operation to lherate that state. and thes 
has been achreved. There 1 now an appropriate and 
suitable opportuarty for James Baker to start hes talks 
with the Palestiman peopic 


Michel Rocard sas that the PLO) has supported Saddam 
Husayn and thes stand has created new problems which 
further complicated the situation with regard to the 
peace talks and has Icft the Palestiman people without 
anyone to represent them. There 1s a pressing need to 
allow the PLO) to define its stand. We cannot ignore that 
the PLO) cxrsts although some Palestimans do not con- 
sider the PLO) as thei representative 


The French prime minister sand hes country recognizes 
the PLO) om its capacity as the representatiy<: of the 
Palestiman people. He urged Isracl to seize the unique 
opportunity which has been realized with the ond of the 
war to adopt more flexible stands. He noted that Israch 
public oprnron has started to change and the opposition 
in Isract 1s discussing the situation. Further deliberations 
are underway among the current government members 
Thes vs Isract’s affair and 11 has to choose its own course 


Prime Munsster Rocard declared that there are no differ- 
ences or conflicting stands between his country and the 
United States. Matters have become clear. namely. to 
guaranice Isracl’s security and to recognize ut and recog. 
mize the Palestiman entity. He added that the United 
States and France are working together to work out a 
solution and discuss ways on how the talks should begin 
France proposed that an international peace conference be 
convened to create surtable corcumstances for an exchange 
of confidence so that the parties concerned could nego- 
tate 


The French Prime Minister went on to say that France 
did not demand that the international conference be an 
authoriiy to umpose the solution. The United States did 
not focus its mnterest on the procedural aspects and that 
is why ot has not adopted a final stand on the rsuc of an 
imternatronal conference. But that docs not mean that 
the United States has reyected the conterence. The US 
President has the chance to choose his own bine. France 
he added. 1s not creating difficulties nor 1s 1 placing 
obstacles. But the international diplomacy must play a 
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role om creating the procedural framework. and France's 
proposal rs being pul on the table for discussion 


What 1s mmportant 1s to discuss the essence of the problem 
and then to discuss the appropriate framework. Through 
the talks with Pressdent Bush. « was ascertaired thal 
France and the Unsted States do not differ on the micrna- 
tonal conference, whech 5 a procedural measure. The real 
problem remains that of establrshing peace. 


Ata news conference he [not farther mdentificd) said that 
he and President Bush had analyzed the situation fol- 
lowing the termination of the war. that he held talks on 
the situation with cach country scparately. and adopicd 
a common approach for tacklong the situation. 


He affirmed that what 1 now required 1s to know the 
reaction of Isracl and the Arab countries to the Pales- 
tuman representation. The representatron may icad to 
the emergence of different and contradictory srewpornts 


French President Francor Motterrarnd had proposed that 
the UN Security Councel members would be mvited to 
mect at leaders level. of at the level of the highest official 
that can represent them. France docs not seck to high- 
light ts role but secks to determine the steps that should 
be taken through the UN Security Council to enable the 
council to reach agreement on procedures and stands 
Thes well require intensive diplomatic activities because 
the world now faces many wmportant and urgent rssucs. 
foremost berg the Palestemian cause. the Arab-lsrach 
conflct. the Lebanese crises. the reconstruction of 
Kuwart, bringing about recepro al recognition between 
the Arabs and Isracl. the recognitron of a Palestiman 
entity. the establishment of security arrangements. arms 
reduction, and development proyects. Since the UN 
Security Council 1s now exercrsing “1s responsibilities, 1 
would be bencficial tot nt to tack!s all these rsucs when 
needed and when possible He sand he hopes thes will 
take place as soon as possible. but not rmmmediately 


The French prime monster sand t would be a mistake to 
predetermine the nature of the Palestinian entity or to let 
the United States, France. the other Arab countnes, and 
the parties concerned sect the shape of this entity, and 
whether it will be federal or confederal, We must agree on 
drawing up a list of all the possibilitves and then study 
them 


Michel Rocard counseled Isract to seize the opportunity 
that has become available with the end of the war to 
submit solutions to the Palesteman problem. The inter. 
national conference 1s one of these solutrons and 1s not a 
condition. Isracl must act now by holding clectrons im the 
occupied territones. or by mnitiating a dialogue with the 
Palestomans. What 1s pmportant 1s that the peace process 
should begin and the imternational community must 
cooperate to support all these stands. such as encour. 
aging recognition of Isracl. He sand that French diplo- 
macy 1s ready to participate om these efforts 
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Rocard Comments on Conditions in Kuwait. Reunion 


LDI803222091 Parts Antenne-2? Telesrmom Network 
m French 1900 GUT 18 Mar 9! 


[Prime Minister Michel Rocard mnters sewed im hes Hotel 
Matignon office by Albert du Roy. mtroduced by 
announcer Bruno Masure—trvc]} 


[Excerpts] |[Masurc] Michel Rocard. you are with us live 
from the prime minister's office. Hotel Matignon. In a 
few moments you are gomng to revecw all the major 
French economic problems wah Albert du Roy. I am 
tempted to say to you that while our French soldiers arc 
clearing Kuwait of mines our businessmen arc looking 


rather grumpy 


[Rocard] You are wrong. and | really find « hard to 
understand this report [report on Kuwan which pre- 
ceded the interview}. Kuwart 1s on a tragec situation at the 
moment. the country rs completely devastated. an urgent 
Stage appears essential, as docs the preparation of real 
reconstruction sites which are gorng wo begin to be 
sketched out within six months 


1 was in Kuwart myself less than a month ago. which 
(shows it cannot be sar) that nobody goes there A 
second ministerial missson 1s on preparation. bul as you 
no dou know, the Kuwait: Government is not yet 
completely established in its offices—we will thus have 
10 wail until if 1s in a poston to work 


Two contracts have already been signed. Electricite de 
France 1s in fact on the spot. as you said. with very 
important negotiations taking place with regard to an 
electric power station amt high tension cables. We are mn 
fact at a stage in which cach company which feels 
concerned or interested can offer ts means and is 
technical skills to Kuwart, but the suggestion that we 
made war solely to obtai4 cxport contracts 1% not a 


pleasant one. 


Kuwait 1s a free state for whose freedom. for the guar- 
antee of whose freedom. we fought. It so happens that 
was not in France's usual arca of influence or the usual 
area of French-dominated trade relatrons. For cxampiec. 
France 1s the country with the greatest commercial 
presence in Egypt. This was not the case im Kuwart—tet 
vs not indulge in thes kind of senistermess which I find 
hard to understand 


It +s on fact a US. engineering office which 1s going to 
produce a diagnosis of the useful sites. I have received a 
complete assurance from the amur of Kuwart that the 
French, who have a very good reputation there. will be on 
a good position to be awarded contracts. | should add 
that the fact that not only did we take part im the war at 
the side of the Kuwart: soldiers. but above all that 1 1s 
our soldiers alone who have the courage to undertake 
mine-clearing. 1s creating there precisely the opposite 
impression of the peculiar determination to indulge in 
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wnrisicracss and dcmotrt»on of the natronal moralc which 


emerges from thes report. with whoch | wesh strongly to 
take msuc 


[Du Rov] Wath the terme we have icft we cannot tackle 
everything, so ket ws deal with Reunion. You have jut 
come back from there. you came back from there lawt 


might. Is France downg crough for that overseas depart- 
ment” 


[Rocard] France spent 40 ycars not doug cnough. »nd I 
am saying what | themk. When | took office. we were 
burlding 2.000 social howsing units a year m Reunion 
which has $00,000 mmhabnants of whom probably 60 
percent are younger than 2! years of age We are now 
building 4.200 howseng wots a year. | have doubled the 
figure mm less than three years. Naturally. the budget 
savings which we have pust enacted have noi affected the 
resources for Reumon [passage omitted] 


[Du Roy} What cise has to be donc” 


[Rocard] First. one has to contrnuc m a ruthless way 
everything which has been started. | would recall that we 
were 80 alarmed over the gravity of the social situation mn 
Saint-Denrs in Rewmon that l—on the proposal of the 
minister of the overseas departments and territories, but 
ft was | who decoded thrs—got Reunion included im the 
inst of the first 12 French cities for which there would be 


1990 as compared with 1989: Our policy has alll the same 
achieved results. [passage omitted] 


Added to this was an anger of many young people who 
liked a pirate Clandestine television statron which broad- 
. and violence 


: 
; 
E 


which allowed people to have their say a gre is 
true it was the radio of the streets, but « went as far as 
meitement to hatred and as far as incitement to violence. 


which respect the law [passage omitted] 
Prime Minister Rocard Visits Reunion, Madagascar 
Wawa 


For reportage on the vrsit to Reunron and Madagawar by 
Prime Minister Michel Rocard. including hrs attendance 
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at the Indian Cocan Commeswon Summ m Antanan- 
arivo, see the Southern Afieca scctron of the 18 March 
1991 Sub-Saharan Afrca DAILY REPORT and subsc- 


quent msucs 


LE MONDE Views Besh-Mitterrand Talks 


PMU IWI098S TU! Pars LE MONDE om French 
16 Mar VYippi.4 


[Clare Trean report: “Mr. Mitterrand Supports Mr 
Bush but Wonders About Hrs Methods”™] 


[Text] Fort-de-France—The mecting between Mr. Bush 
and Mr. Mitterrand Thursday 14 March im Martinique 
merely confirmed what had been insistently said in the last 
few days m Paris: France politically supports the U S. 
efforts im the quest for lasting peace mm the Middle East. 


This solidarity, however, docs not mmply total identity of 
views. The French bead of state made a port of indi- 
Catong thes at the yornt press conference that ended the 
mecting. while the US. Pressdent, mm the role of cons 
entiows gatherer of other people's opmmons, was uns- 
tenitong om hes pranse of Mr. Mitterrand’s many “ideas” 
and expressed satesfaction with the miensity of ther 
three hours of talks. The two men clearly lke cach other 
and are very forthright im what they say to cach other. 
Nevertheless, they do not make more mutual conces- 
srons than necessary. 


With regard to the primary topic of the discussions. the 
Israch-Palestoman and Israch-Arab conflicts. now 1s not 
the tome for arguments over methods Pragmatiwm and 
openness are the two watchwords of the Americans. who 
say they have no preconceived “plan ~ lt would now be 
very drscourteous for France not to trust them and to put 
a spoke mm thew wheel. France will neither say nor do 
anything that could be used agarnst the United States to 
compromise its efforts. “Whatever the methods.” Mr 
Mitterrand sand on Thursday. “the main thing « to 
emsure that peace treemphs ~ 


For all that. the French pressdent nevertheless continucs 
to think that he os the one who 1s night. He recalled that 
he was “one of the few French political teaders to 
approve Camp David” and that he long beleved on the 
merits of bilateral dialogue. but that the facts have 
prompted him to belreve mm it no longer and thus to 
advocate the holding of an international conference 


“I thenk that thes approach would be more cffective than 
the other one.” the presedent of the republic remarked on 
Thursday to Mr Bush. who card he 1s not totally opposed 
to an miernational conference. but “at the appropriatc 
me.” and noted m passing thal i is necessary to 
“rethink matters.” 


Even if he docs not want to appear to discourage the 
Americans. Mr Mitterrand 1s apparently skeptical about 
their ability to secure more feaxrbolity from Isract, which 
he seems to regard as the key to the problem. When a 
yournalist mentioned “intransigence.” Mr. Ccorge Bush 
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talked about that of the Arab countrics im hes reply. 
hoping that thers well give way and that these states will 
agree to lift the state of war and to “talk” to Isract. 


The success of the US. move, in which Mr. Baker's recent 
Middic East tour was only the “first stage.” presupposes 
both a certam confidentiality and US. reticence about the 
eventual shape of a settlement. Consequently President 
Bush did not comm himself on the question of the 
possible creation of a Paicsuman state. Some people are mn 
favor. others are against. he essentially sand. But, as though 
thes were a direct effect of the conversation he had rust had 
with Mr. Mitterrand, he was less cautious in mentioning 
the term “Palesteman homeland.” 


“Mr. Mitterrand has some good sdcas.” Bush added. 
immediately goung on to mention the “rmportance of 
Jordan” om reaching a solutvon. Mr. Mitterrand did not 
shrink from demanding the reference often made to a 
Palestiman state. He recalled that the UN documents 
forming the bases for the creatron of the State of Isracl 
envisaged two states and that people had “forgotten one 
of the terms.” But he mmmediatcl) took half a step 
hackward and denied that he was trying to impose a 
particular entety of particular borders. “lt would be 
historically absurd.” he sand. “to deny a people any form 
of sdentity. It only remains to draw up thes concept, and 
that 1s the whole rsuc.” 


There was the same difference of approach along with 
the same concern to consider the other side's port of 
view with regard to the PLO. “So far as | am aware, Yasir 
‘Arafat remains the leader of the PLO) and. so far as lam 
aware, the PLO) remaims a representative organization,” 
Mr. Mitterrand declared. but he rmmediately referred to 
“other” Palestoman “forces” which he believes must 
emerge and to the “elected representatives” whom Mr. 
Raker has just met on Jerusalem. As for Mr. Bush, he did 
not totally close the door on the PLO. even if he did 
deplore the fact that. through the fault of Mr. “Arafat. 1 
“went too far” on its support for Saddam Husayn 

LS. Polite Remarks 

This Franco-t) S. dialogue. to be frank. 1s clearly not 
taking place on equal terms. Despite Mr. Bush's gener- 
osity and hes numerous tributes to the French president's 
Middle East “knowledge.” 1 1s clear that the United 
States 6 im a position of strength not only im the Near 
Fast but on the international stage nm general. The US 
President gave a polite assurance that “if he could do 
something for Lebanon.” this would be “a priority” for 
him and he appeared to be justifying himself over the 
seven hours of talks that Mr. James had had the 
previous day om Damascus with Hafiz al- Asad. when he 
said that if people wanted to find common ground with 
Syna regarding regronal problems. Lebanon included. 
that seemed to him to be a “reasonable thing to do.” The 
French delegation did not seem convinced 


Mr Bush again politely refrained from rejecting out of 
hand the séea of a UN Security Counc summit pro- 
posed by Mr Mutterrand He declared that he had had a 

















FBIS-WEU-91-053 
19 March 1991 


“good discussion™ with the French president on the 
subject and that “all ideas capable of promoting peace 
should be studied.” But he added that. before convening 
such a meeting. you would have to be sure that some- 
thing would come of it, so it had not been possibie to 
mention the question of a date for it. 


The French side was also without illusions on this point: 
So long as Cuba ts a member of the Security Council and 
thus Fidel Castro 1s necessarily involved, the meeting ts 
hardly likely to be convened. Finally. a difference in tone 
between the two presidents regarding the situation in 
Iraq and the problem it posc for the armies which are 
sull stationed there was noted. Mr. Mitterrand was 
emphatic: “It 1s impossible to arbitrate in every conflict 
by means of arms. So far as we are concerned. the 
intervention 1s over.” Mr. Bush was less so, and. though 
he denied wanting to dictate the development of the 
Iraqi internal situation, admitied thai he was “con- 
cerned” at it and reiterated that the Iraqi Army's use of 
helicopters to crush the rebellion contravenes the agree- 
ments and delays the formalization of a cease-fire and. 
consequently. the departure of the U.S. troops. 


Realism About Europe 


The two presidents also discussed Eurspe and NATO at 
some length. Europe and NATO were discussed almost 
in the same terms, oddly. as they had been a year ago in 
Key Largo. where Mr. Mitterrand expressed satisfaction 
at his interlocutor’s apparent openness but then had to 
change his tune a few months later. The French side 1s 
still trying to create confidence on the U.S. side 
regarding this issue. 


Having repeated without getting the message through— 
at least to certain circles of the U.S. Administration— 
that the idea of European defense threatens neither 
NATO nor the United States, Mr. Mitterrand has appar- 
ently arrived at more down-to-carth realistic arguments. 
He 1s emphasizing that. things being the way they are in 
Europe. the problem has little chance of arising for Mr. 
Bush even if he 1s reelected for a second term. In other 
words, the French president thinks that European 
defense 1s not just around the corner, although he wishes 
to discuss it nevertheless. 


As for NATO's role, Mr. Mitterrand repeated that he does 
not intend to see it extend its sphere of competence and 
operation beyond the current bounds There might clearly 
be a U.S. temptation to extend and broaden the alliance 
among Western countries against Iraq by making NATO 
its political as well as military instrument. 


This would make NATO a kind of U.S.-controlled 
Western directorate for world affairs, which is something 
that France has never wanted and today wants less than 
ever. So there 1s dialogue and maybe even rapproche- 
ment between Paris and Washington. but vigilance ts 
being maintained. 
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Nation Reminded of U.S. Primary Role 
YIP202664 Paris LE QUOTIDIEN DE PARIS 
in French 12 Mar ¥1 pp 1, 32 


{Editorial by Richard Liscia: “Paris-Washington: The 
New Element” ] 


[Text] The United States has never resented France for 
the plan it proposed at the United Nations on the eve of 
the first bombing of Baghdad. in which France accepted 
implicitly the notorious link between the invasion of 
Kuwait and the Palestinian problem. It just rejected 1: 
and then went on to act. 


In George Bush's diplomacy. there 1s less ngnorance of. or 
indifference to, the policies of his allies than there was in 
Reagan's. From the time Baker took charge of i, the 
State Department accepted what the Americans call the 
“French difference”. 1 sees in t the means to deal with 
certain problems in a way that may bear fruit and 
believes i 1s always able to stop it if it begins to be 
inconvenienced by it. 


Actually, France 1s not even attempting to distance itself 
from Washington at this time: to have fought side by side 
has, fittingly, brought about a rapprochement between 
Washington and Paris. all the more so since the Americans 
are ready to mention La Fayette: moreover, they con- 
ducted the Gulf war so rapidly—by launching the blitz- 
krieg. by suddently announcing the cease-fire, and by 
continuing with the Baker tour of the Middle East—that 
the French have had a bit of trouble following all this. 


Therefore, the French position today consists of saying. 
in essence: “If they are following just about the same 
policy we advocate, wh, should we put obstacles tn their 
way” In other words, we. the French. told you. the 
Americans, that you would come arov:nd to applying our 
ideas on the Israch-Arab crisis. Thes beautiful prediction 
having finally come truce, France. im its modesty, 1s 
willing for the moment to follow the movement. 


We have thus swiftly rounded some of our sharpest angles. 
An international conference? If the Americans don't want 
it, let's let them explore another approach. Read: They will 
come around, as with the rest. The PLO” If another 
Organization exists, 11 will be welcome, Roland Dumas said 
yesterday. All the statements made by the French minister 
of foreign affairs were marked by a certain condescension: 
The United States has understood that there 16 a historic 
chance for peace, 1 has admitted that the crisis between 
Israel and the Palestinians must be solved. In other words: 
The United States 1s beginning to perceive what : cance has 
known for a long time. 


But this is not quite exact. Since George Bush entered the 
White House. a little over two years ago. he has reor- 
ented U.S. policy in the Near East. And if he did not 
solemnly receive Yasir ‘Arafat at the White House— 
would i have been useful anyway’—he launched 
detailed and continuous talks with the PLO in Tunis 
until he tired of his interlocutors. who have never 
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succeeded in convincing him that they had renounced 
terrorism. He also allowed his secretary of state to be 
blunt with Mr. Shamir in often undiplomatic terms. 
Because the Israelis have also tired Washington by their 
obstinate reyection of Palestinian reality. 


One cannot really blame France for giving its wholesale 
approval to Bush’s Middle East policy since France has 
been reproached in the past for ceriain of its own 
initiatives that were as spectacular as they were uscless— 
for instance, “Arafat's three visits to the Elysee. As 
Michel Rocard was saying yesterday in Washington. 
substance 1s more important than form. But at the same 
time, one cannot ignore the fact that the United States 1s 
leading the game: Even if it has matured, even if ut ends 
up exploiting French ideas, it 1s America that decides at 
this time, that opens locked doors, that launches move- 
ment. 


A minimum of realism suffices to convince us that i 
cannot be otherwise. Nevertheless, to mend its Arab 


policy, France will need more than simply a reminder of 
mediocre merit: that of having preceded. at the level of 


impotent thought, the Americans’ actions. 


PLO Said Keen To Increase Contact With State 


PA\11903113091 Paris LE MONDE in French 
19 Mar Yl p4 


['M.D- report: “PLO Redisco. ers France| 


[Text] With the Gulf way over, Palestinian leaders are 
again turning toward France, which they no longer 
accuse of acting “under American pressure.” 


Francors Mitterrand’s remarks in Martinique last week 
about the creation of a Palestinian state and about the 
representativeness of the PLO—of which Mr. “Arafat “is 
the leader”—have been commented on with great satis- 
faction by a sector of the Palestinian leadership. 


On Saturday 16 March the PLO chairman asked French 
Ambassador to Tunis Jean Grenier to convey his 
“thanks” to the president “for the efforts that he 1s 
making with President Bush in connection with the 
Middle East issue, and especially the Palestinian cause.” 
according to WAFA [Palestinian press agency). 


The previous day PLO Executive Committee member 
Yasir “Abd-Rabbuh said that a “high level” mecting 
between French and Palestinian leaders was now desir- 
able. The Palestinian leaders are hoping that an oppor- 
tunity for this will be provided by the tour of Maghreb 
capitals that French Foreign Minister Roland Dumas ts 
planning. 


Minister To Visit China To ‘Strengthen’ Ties 
AU 1803142891 Paris AFP in English 1408 GMI 
1S Mar ¥/ 


[Text] Paris, March 15 (AFP)—A junior French minister 
will make a two-day visit to China starting Wednesday 
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[20 March] in a bid to strengthen relations that cooled 
after the 1989 crackdown on pro-democracy demonstra- 
tors, a Foreign Ministry spokesman announced Friday. 


Thierry de Beauce. secretary of state for foreign affairs. 1s 
to have talks with Chinese Foreign Minister Qian 
Qichen, the deputy prime minister for screntific and 
techn) -al affairs. Song Jian, and Deputy Foreign Min- 
wier fiang Zenpe:. spokesman Maurice Gourdault- 
Montagne said. 


Mr. de Beauce may also mect with Prime Minister Li 
Peng. according to the spokesman. 


The vesit will be the “first step in the renewed political 
dialogue between France and China” after the European 
Community lified most sanctions against Being. 


Talks between the tw. permanent members of the U_N. 
Security Council were expected to focus on the Gulf 
crrsis, the Cambodian issue and bilateral questions. 


Mr. de Beauce’s visit comes two months after Foreign 
Trade Minister Jean-Marie Rausch held trade talks in 
China. However, he did not mect with any ranking 
members of the Chinese Government. 


‘Number Two’ ETA Man Reportedly Arrested 
LD1803232491 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
2300 GMT 18 Mar 91 


[Text] We have a news flash from France. In south- 
western France, apparently, there have been a number of 
important arrests of ETA [Basque Fatherland and Lib- 
erty] leaders. Our correspondent in Paris, David 
Morales, reports: 


|Morales] The French police have arrested five alleged 
ETA members in Biarritz during an operation which was 
started following last Sunday's attack in San Sebastian 
when a Civil Guard died and jour people, including a 
boy. were inpured when a car bomb exploded. One of 
those arrested 1s said to be Jose Arcauz. alias Josu 
Mondragon, who 1s considered to be the terrorist orga- 
nization’s number two at present. There are two women 
among the other four. The Spanish interior minister, 
Jose Luss Corcucra. was in Parts today. He had a mecting 
for the first tome with his new French counterpart. 
Philippe Marchand, who a month and a half ago 
replaced Pierre Joxe. Today Marchand declared his 
intention of continuing close collaboration with the 
Spanish Government in the fight against terrorism. 


* Biographic Details on New Interior Minister 


YIELSOISOB Paris LE JOURNAL DU DIMANCHE 
im French 3 Feb Yl p 2 


{Article by Florence Muracciole: “Philippe Marchand. 
the Serene Man in the Interor’] 


[Excerpts] On Friday afternoon in the courtyard of the 
Interior Ministry. movers load a courer truck with the 
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last tokens of the Joxe family’s stay in Beauvau Square: 
dresses, knick-knacks. a child's tricycle. a few other 
things. One minister has departed. another arrives. In 
the office that was Pierre Joxe’s for four years and a few 
months, Philippe Marchand has taken over the premises 


[passage omiticd] 


While drawing on his pipe. Philippe Marchand seems in 
turn to take stock of the magnitude of the task before 
him. And then says: “I think my wife was proud because 
she has had some part in what 1s happening to me. she 
has never stood im my way.” 


It 1s a way that began | September 1939, when he was born 
in Angouleme on the banks of the Charente. “The day of 
the ulumatum.” he pornts out, with a keen sense of the 
meeting of history and current events. With a father who 
was first a solicitor, then an attorney as well as MRP 
[Popular Republican Movement] mayor, Phillipe 
Marchand followed the family tradition to reach. at the age 
of 51, the top of the state hierarchy. “When I got here. | 
thought of my father who 1s gone. He died in September.” 
he confides behind a spiral of smoke. as if to hide an 
unfeigned emotion. Bul the new minister 1s not one to 
dwell, and his smile quickly reappears when he remem- 
bers, speaking in the accent of hrs native Charente: “The 
poor man, he was beaten by a Left list™ 


Small Bistros Are His Form of Voga 


A son worthy of his father, he began to dabble in politics 
at the end of the fifties in a radical students club. while 
Studying law in Poitiers. “I did Latin. seven years of 
Greek, and private law, | am poor at mathematics. speak 
the Charente dialect better than English or Spanish, and 
was sworn in when | was barely of age: | was married in 
1965 in Saintes to a young Rochclowse and we had three 
children.” In a few words, Philippe Marchand sums up 
his life. We are a long way from the swishing robe of the 
lawyer he was unti! 1976. The telephone rings a lot. We 
have to talk quickly. 


On this Friday afternoon, the new interior minister ts 
expected at 16 hours on the other side of the strect, at 
the Elysee. at the restricted council on the Gulf war. 
Philippe Marchand is starting back to work with the 
cabinet mecting. That morning he was in Bonn. to sign 
with his German counterpart an agreement for cooper- 
ation and training in language and for an exchange of 
police personnel between the two countries. There 1s not 
much idle time in his schedule. But that 1s nothing that 
could ruffle this serene man. who would be casicr to 
imagine puffing on a pipe im hes shippers. were it not for 
an unfailingly alert look that betrays much about his 
cunosity and zest for life 


And though he likes to angle for roaches [as published]. 
pikes, and trout, Philippe Marchand knows that from 
now on his escapes to Sarntonge will be numbered. But 
he has not despaired of continuing to devote teme to hrs 
favorite sport. “Bistros are my yoga.” he says placidly 
Make no mistake about 1 though: behind this serenity 
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les a certain force. and one that 1s recognized by hes 
adversaries. One such 1s Ivan de Limur, RPR [Rally for 
the Republic] vice president of the Charente-Maritume 
gcncral council, who 1s effusive in his prance: “He 1s a 
very intelligent man. very subtle. very humorous, the 
opposite of a Socialrst headhunter. and more marked by 
radicalism. humanism. and a spirit of Compromise than 
by partssan. sectarian. or doctrinal spirit. But he 1s also a 
man with guts. who knows how to make decisions.” 


[passages omitted] 


On Wednesday morning. Philippe Marchand traded in 
hes fishing hat for that of the minister of the interior But 
he had oniy io walk across the courtyard of the ministry 
to do nt. as he had already. mn the middic of the summer. 
without fanfare. youned the government as minister of 
collectivities and civil safety. If many were surprised at 
thes nomination, Marchand was not: “I thought that onc 
day or another | might find myself mvolved im the 
operation of the state.” he says without false modesty 


\ Thorough-going \itterrandist 


Philippe Marchand began to draw closer to the man who 
would become president of the Republic. a Charente 
native and lawyer ike himself, mn 1974. the year he 
joined the SP [Socralrst Party]. He 1s. moreover, one of 
the people Francors Mitterrand likes to find strolling on 
his property. The head of state phones Michel Crepeau 
and Philippe Marchand two or three times a year “Td 
like to come spend the day with you.” “So we find a 
restaurant to have a bite in, and we say we need a quict 
spot because we will be with someone important. And 
after lunch we take a walk, and talk about everything— 
he likes to gct a fix on the province.” says an amused 
Philippe Marchand who. though describing himself 
without hesitation as a “thorough-going Mitterrandrst.” 
never goes so far as to fawn 


And do not try to tell him that he 1s just a transitional 
minister for the duration of the war Hrs mmmediate 
retort: “lam not m unknown territory. | was a reporter 
for the penal code reform and then for the police budgct 
for several years. | intend to pursuc the work of Gaston 
Defferre and Pierre Joxe to modernize the police. | want 
to undertake a reform of the corps and of the carcer 
track. | am in for the long haul.” 


For now, Philippe Marchand must handle the situation 
arising from the Gulf war, but he 1s optemrstic: “As | 
speak.” he said, “I have no information cnabling me to 
say we must be overly wormed.” And he knows what he 
1$ talking about because he has attended all the mectings 
of the Intervor Ministry since the start of the conflict. As 
for the Corsican affair, hes first meeting will be with the 
reporter of the bill on the rsiand’s new status, Jose Ross 
“LT intend to respect Parliament's vote.” he says 


Like Prerre Jowe, he will live at the muenistry. Mrs 
Marchand 1s expected to arrive today but the minister 
has no illusions: “My wife was never Mrs. Deputy and 
she won't be Mrs. Minester any more so.” 
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De Michelis on Middle East Settlement 
YIPIP202614 Milan ELC ROPEO in Haitian 15 Mar 91 
pp 27-29 


[Interview with Foresgn Minister Giana De Michelis by 
Cnancarlo Perano. place and date not given: “What | 
Would Do With the Middle East™] 


[Excerpts] [passage omitted] The conversation lasts an 
hour. What follows 1s a very concentrated summary. De 
Michelis 1s a man who believes in what he says. If your 
ideas do not fit with hes, he does not try to meet you part 
way to shorten the conversation. He wants to convince 
you. And this forces you to postpone the next appoint- 
ment. But, in the last analysis. you have spoken with a 
leader who has no fear of words. 


{Perano] The war 1s won.... 
[De Michelis] Now we must win the peace. 


[Perano] We have to see whom to seat around the table. 
Can you pui someone hke Saddam there” 


[De Michelss] The goal was to liberate Kuwait, not to 
overthrow Saddam. If Saddam remains in place. he will 
represent Irag. But | doubt u. The game of the autocrat 
has become more mcompatible with his remaining in 
power 


[Perano] And vs “Arafat Saddam's principal ally” 


[De Michels] The PLO made a mistake. But we cannot 
replace the Palestinians im choosing their representation. 


[Perano] One would say that, if possible. you would be 
happy to do so 


[De Michelrs] “Arafat's behavior has damaged the Pales- 
tomans. Under what gurse will the PLO now accuse Israc! 
of occupying the territornes legitimately when it sup- 
ported the much more ilegitimate—no, the outright 
obliteration of the state of Kuwant” 


[Perano] They say that im order not to use different 
measuring standards the same sanctions must be applied 
to Israc! that are applied to Iraq. 


{De Michelis] No. no. To consider the two situations as 
identical would be an unacceptable simplification. Israc! 
occupied the territories in 1967 in a war where it was the 
party attacked, not the aggressor. It defended itself, and 
the result of the conflict was the conquest of the territo- 
nes—which, among other things, it has never annexed. 
as the name “occupied territornes” indicates. You cannot 
compare Saddam's war of cxpansion with Isract’s 
defense of its own boundaries. 


{Perano] Does this mean that the old UN resolutions 
against Is: acl can remain a dead iectier’ 


{De Michelss] Isracl must also be asked, even through 
negotiations, to accept the UN instructions. Israc} must 
not forget that thanks to the United Nations and the 
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anti-Saddam coalition was protected during these 
weeks from a more serious threat than that of the 
Six-Day War of 1967. And that in 1948 the Unied 
Nations gave free rein to Israel while also recognizing the 
right of a Palestinian state to exist. The source of 
international law on which Isracl’s security 1s based 1s 
the same as that on which the struggle of the Palestinzan 
people rs based. Isracl cannot continue to ignore i. 


[Perano] We have gone on for decades keeping the Arabs 
quiet. Has our participation in the Gulf war ended this 


policy” 


[De Michelis] No. This rs a risk we would run if we were 
incapable of managing the postwar period in a correct 
fashion. For that which concerns the conflict, our 
behavior has been correct. 


[Perano] The war has demonstrated the aggressiveness 
and the desire for self-determination of the Arab masses. 
How wall ut be possible to make them understand the 
necd—a Western nceed—for a new world order” 


[De Michelrs] The Arabs have a past of dignity equal to 
ours. Therefore. 1 1s possible that a society of great 
traditions might accept an international “new order.” 
but on condition that this 1s not a neocolomal “new 
order” —an order in which everyone 1s equal, but some 
more equal than others, in which the distribution of 
resources remains unjust. In short, there will be no 
security without cooperation. 


[Perano] There are not just 3 milhon Palestimans, but 
also 25 million Kurds who are looking for a homeland. 
The Lebanese want to recover their sovereignty. With 
which priorities docs one confront these questions” 


[De Michelis] It will take realism and gradual move- 
ment. The only criterion to follow 1s the UN resolutions. 
First. the Palestinian problem. then that of Lebanon 
within the limits of the agreements already reached last 
year among the Arab states. Finally. the problem of the 
Kurds. 


[Perano] Up to now. terrorism has struck much less than 
predicted. Why” 


[De Michelis] | have a theory of my own...[passage 
omitted] It is a personal idea that has nothing to do with 
My position as minister. 


[Perano] What suspense. Please tell us. 


[De Michelis] Middle Eastern terrorism has been led by 
the secret services of the East. That support has now 
dissolved. The proof is that in these weeks there have 
been some terrorist attempts. In Italy, too, the list 1s long. 
But they have not been very effective. The will ts not 
there. The efficiency of the KGB and company ts no 
longer there. 
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[Peranoj Saddam was armed to the tecth by the USSR 
and Western merchants, among which the finest names 
of ltahan industry. Is ut the priority of priorities to avoid 
having this repeat itself” 


[De Michels] It 1s the great lesson of this war. We will 
need a set of rules. The Middle Easterners will have to be 
asked to stop the rush for weapons. And it will take the 
firmest of commitments by Western governments to 
regulate the arms trade. [passage omitted] 


Cossiga Apology to Neofascists Questioned 
AU 1903095691 Rome ANSA in English 0753 GMT 
19 Mar 9! 


[Text] Bologna, 19 March (ANSA)—-President 
Francesco Cossiga’s apology to the neofascist MSI 
{Itahan Social Movement] for what he said was his past 
mistake in attributing Italy's bloodiest postwar act of 
terrorism to the mght was challenged here Monday by 


public prosecutors at the tral for the Bologna train 
Statron bombing. 


Commenting on Cossiga’s statement, reported under 
frontpage headlines in the nation’s press Monday. pros- 
ecuting attorney Libero Mancuso declared, “It would be 
interesing to know who informed the president, now and 
not then, that the massacre was not of fascist origins.” 


Mancuso headed the prosecution at the first tral of 
neofascists Charged with the railway station bombing. on 
August 2. 1980. in which 85 people were killed and more 
than 100 injured. The magistrate said, “It 1s true that in 
appeal, a group of neofascists was acquitted of charges 
for the massacre, but it 1s also true that the same group 
was convicted for conspiracy as an armed band for the 
purpose of carrying out terrorist acts, including the one 
at the Bologna railway station. 


“1 do not know on what basis the head of state can pass 
such a conclusive judgment at this sensitive time in trial 
procedure.” added Mansuco. 


Another Bologna public prosecutor, Franco Quadrini, 
who unsuccessfully fought for five life sentences for 
defendants at their appeals trial. said that, “the figure of 
the president does not allow comment. Besides. the facts 
speak for themselves.” 


Cossiga was quoted in press accounts Monday as having 
told an MSI member of the parhamentary Intelligence 
Services Committee that he had been “sidetracked and 
poisoned by information provided by the secret services 
and the climate of the time” when he attributed the 
terrorist act to neofascist terrorists. He then extended his 
apologies to the member and his party. 
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Former Albanian King Arrives in Rome 18 Mar 


AU 1803150191 Rome ANSA in Enelish 1247 GMI 
18 Mar 9! 


[Text] (ANSA) Rome. March 18—Should general clec- 
tions be held in Albania at the end of the month, as 
scheduled, “this would be. without a doubt. a step 
forwards towards democracy. However. | think these 
elections may also be part of a strategy by the regime 
aimed al maintaining power”. the former king of 
Albania, Leka |. said on his arrival here from his 
home-in-cxile in Johannesburg. 


On the Tirana Government's release Sunday morning of 
political prisoners, the former monarch said “what valuc 
can the release of a hundred or so political prisoners have 
when thousands of others remain in Albanian jails. In 
1975. on fact, at least 48 thousand were in prison or in 
labor camps.” 


Turning his attention to the recent flood of over twenty 
thousand Albanian refugees to southern Italy. Leka | 
affirmed “ihe Albanian people want freedom. This ts 
why men, women and children of all ages sought the way 
of hope in Italy. | understand them, but | would have 
preferred if they had stayed in Albania.” 


Leka I said he came to Italy to take part in a television 
program and that “during my stay | will meet with 
political personalities. At the moment, however, I do not 
know where nor when.” 


* Forlani Seen as Possible Presidential Candidate 


YVIESOA7OA Rome L- ESPRESSO in Malian 24 Feb 9 
pp 28-29 


{Article by Guido Quaranta: “Hill for Two™}] 


[Text] Formerly. there was only one official Christian 
Democratic candidate: Giuho Andreott:. Lately, how- 
ever, another has emerged: Arnaldo Forlani. Naturally. 
both of them take care not to admit 1. When someone 
mentions the presidential palace to the president of the 
council, he interposes: “It 1s scarcely an empty seat.” 
And the Christian Democratic leader 1s equally evasive: 
“I'm fine where | am.” 


But at the DC [Christian Democratic Party] headquar- 
ters they do not deny that the race for the highest hill 1s 
a race for two. A few bookmakers are beginning to give 
odds to the newer arrival. 


Any prognostic for the moment is premature. Francesco 
Cossiga’s septennial, begun in July 1985, will not expire 
until next summer, and since in the meantime the 
Christian Democrats will celebrate their congress and 
Parliament will be reelected, it 1s impossible to foresee 
what political events will occur between now and then. 
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The only certamty 1s that contrary to the speedily 
resolved preceding conicst. the new battle for the presi- 
dency announces iself rather contentious. Both Chris- 
tian Democratic candidates are counting on several 
“great electors” both inside and outside the party. Let us 
see who they are. 


First of all, on Andreotti's side in the past two years there 
has been a gradually strengthening trend among regis- 
tered voters, climbing from 17 to 21 percent and num- 
bering at least 50 extremely faithful adherents from the 
ranks of deputies and senators. For Andreotti's fol- 
lowers, their leader's clection would be the vindication of 
a man who according to them has been unjusily criti- 
cized for years. 


But besides this close-knit and battle hardened group. 
the president can count on sympathizers who militate in 
the two strongest Christian Democratic groups. the left 
(35 per cent) and the Dorote: (36 percent). prudent. 
useful reinforcements. 


For some time various parliamentarians from the so- 
called “northern left.” beginning with ex-Vice Secretary 
Guido Bodrato and the ex-Minister Mino Martinazzoli. 
have an understanding with the president of the council, 
and now appear to be well disposed toward him. 
According to some first indiscretions, also a few colonels 
of the Doroteo army seem willing to align themselves at 
his side in exchange for a rehable protection im the 
future. For now it 1s made up of only three ministers. 
Carlo Bernini, in charge of transports, Remo Gaspari 
(public administration) and Vito Lattanzi (civil protec- 
tron). but cach one of them has a substantial personal 
following of deputies and ministers to mancuver al the 
right time 


The PSI [Italian Socialist Party] denies having already 
made its choice but even while claiming to appreciate the 
loyalty with which the Christian Democratic secretary 
has always behaved toward them. they Ict it be under- 
stood that mn the end they may favor the president of the 
council. They furnish two concrete motives to back up 
this chorce: Giuho Andreotti’s ascent to the presidential 
palace would automatically allow Bettino (raxi’s return 
to the prime minister's office. and Forlani’s tenure at the 
head of the allied party would be a guaranice for the 
stability of a new government led by the Socialists. 


With the Vatican's blessing and certain of the support 
that will come to him from most of the business and 
financial world, and the sponsorship of Communion and 
Liberation, Andreotti 1s looking closely at the PDS’s 
[Democratic Party of the Left] “great electors.” demon- 
Strating this in an interview to L°UNITA at the begin- 
ning of the Rimini Congress. Not limiting himself to a 
few auspicious remarks on the new party risen from the 
ashes of the PCI [Italian Communist Party}. he publicly 
thanked the newspaper's readers who in a recent poll 
showed themselves to be well-disposed toward him 
“Party members opimons interest me a great deal.” he 
declared very civilly 
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At PDS headquarters they admit that if the democrats of 
the left were to find themselves in front of a cut- 
and-dried alternative to two Christian Democrats, after 
having shown their support for Nilde lott: they could 
choose Andreott: with less difficulty. They consider it a 
less straightforward but more useful option, especially if, 
as it appears. they will request the presidency of the 
chamber for one of their members. 


Nevertheless, Forlani too, holds good cards. First, he has 
two heutenants. Minister of Public Works Gianni Pran- 
dini and a youthful national director, Pier Ferdinando 
Casini, already active for some time. The majority of the 
Dorote:, headed by the president of the deputies, 
Antonio Gava, also favor him. Furthermore. the so- 
called “power left.” led by Party President Ciriaco De 
Mita, 1s aligned with the DC secretary. It 1s better 
organized than the northern left, and especially among 
the senators. more battle ready. To lend a helping hand 
are the the “new forces” of Minister of Labor Donat 
Cattin (7 percent) 


The cement that unites these rather heterogeneous four 
groups 1s their hostility for the president of the council— 
De Mita’s 1s apparent, besides being of some duration: 
Donat Cattin’s 1s more recent and covert. Their plan 1s 
the following: Forlan: to the presidential palace. Intenor 
Minister Enzo Scott: eventually to head the DC, unfor- 
tunately, Crax: to the prime monister’s office: and 
Andreott: as far away as possible—to New York, as the 
new secretary-general to the United Nations, in Perez de 
Quellar’s position. 


And outside the DC? The Social Democrats and the 
Liberals prefer Forlani. while at the PRI [Italian Repub- 
lean Party] they are saying that in the end they will 
probably vote for him. failing the hypothesis of a non- 
partisan succession. Because over and above the formal 
pronouncements made by the Socialists in the past few 
months, that 1s the wish closest to the heart of the 
president of the senate, Giovanni Spadolini. 


* Lnion Official Discusses Industrial Policy 
YIESO4991 Rome L-ESPRESSO in Malian 3 Mar 91 
pp 143-148 


[Interview with Giorgio Benvenuto, general secretary of 
UIL [ltalian Federation of Trade Unions] by Paolo 
Forcellini: place and date not given: “Shadow Line”— 
first paragraph 1s L“ESPRESSO introduction) 


[Text] Industry's moves lack imcisiveness and consis- 
tency. So says UTIL [Italian Federation of Trade Unions} 
leader Benvenuto in this interview. 


Exactly opposite to the lookout on industry maintained 
by Confindustria [General Confederation of Mahan 
Industry] is another equally “privileged” lookout with 
sights also trained on industry: The Federation of Trade 
Unions, represented by its memberships in almost every 
business and industrial enterprise. hence in a position to 
assess in real time the circumstantial and structural 
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moves of the system that 1s Italy. Do the umons also 
sense the danger. the fear expressed by Confindustna’s 
president, Sergio Pininfarina, of a process of demdustn- 
alization in progress’? We put this question to Giorgio 
Benvenuto. who has been the general secretary of the 
UIL for the past 15 years. 


[Forcellini] Is there the danger of an cxodus of firms 
from our country? 


[Benvenuto] Yes. there 1s this danger. We must face t. 
And a substantial part of the blame falls on the mndusiri- 
alists. During these prosperous years they have talked a 
great deal about Europe. but from the standpoint of 
technological research and innovation, they have done 
lithe or nothing about preparing themselves for the 
single-market environment. 


[Forcellini] Are you referring to the industries per se or 
to the organization that represents them” 


[Benvenuto] The industrialists per se have frequently 
shown themselves to be highly capable. although at times 
they have failed to invest sufficiently to match an 
increasingly severe international competition. As for 
Confindustria, all that can be said 1s that for the past few 
years it has simply not exrsted. Beyond those persons 
who have headed it, all very fine persons indeed. Con- 
findusiria as a “team.” as an organization, has not 
managed to function. 


[Forcellini] What, in your view, are the industrialists’ 
principal shoricomings” 


[Benvesuto] For the past several years, Confindustria 
has done little other than flip-flop—high-flown ambi- 
tions, then sudden pullbacks. First 1 proclaimed the end 
of wage indexation, then totally reversed its position. Its 
solemn declaration that the metalworkers and mechanics 
union contract could not possibly be signed was followed 
by a positive solution of the chemical workers contract, 
after which it let itself be outdone by the managing 
director of FEDERMECCANICA [Metalworkers and 
Mechanics Union Federation], Felice Mortillaro. It 
signed in favor of the referendum on the electoral 
reform, but then omitted all follow-up action to this 
gesture, almost as if regretting ut. With the politicians, 1 
switches back and forth between violent opposition and 
friendly embraces. Just ask the prime minister, Giulio 
Andreotti. about this. 


[Forcellini] In the drawing up of the country’s industrial 
policy, what has Confindustra contributed and what 
influence has it wielded” 
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[Benvenuto] We are one of the few .ountnes with two 
major “industrial” ministries: Ministry of Industry and 
Ministry of State Parucipations. But industrial policy 1s 
conspicuous for its absence. And this 1s owing strictly to 
the lack of a consistent and constructive attitude on the 
part of the industrialists’ association. Confindusina’s 
approach to policy 1s simply that of “Thank you, sir, but 
No’ Nothing pleases 1: nesther the Wage and Salary 
Supplement Fund Act. nor the Pension Reform Act. nor 
the Small-Business Employer-Employvee Relations 
Reform Act. Yet these reforms are all designed to 
modernize our labor market and our industrial relations. 


[Forcellins] Your description seems to portray a Confin- 
dusiria m a state of isolation relative to the rest of the 
country. Assuming this 1s truce, what are the mayor risks 
involved” 


{Benvenuto} | think the road to Italy's modernization 
must necessarily encompass agreements among tts social 
components, and particularly between its big trade union 
confederations and its employer associations, without 
prejudice to the prerogatives of governmental policy. But 
the shghiest trace of these agreements 1s nowhere to be 
seen. Paradoxically, u 1s Confindusiria, today, that 
appears to be regarding the umons and the workers as 
class enemies to be destroyed. And this 1s taking place 
even as many big industries have begun to understand 
the importance of the human factor im the workplace, of 
the changes that have taken place im the union move- 
ment. Consider, for example. the “total quality” plans. 
all of which. generally speaking. involve forms of worker 
participation. And the case of the new FIAT plant at 
Melfi: A project that could not have gone forward had 
the union managements not provided some guaranices. 
even at the risk of incurring critecrsms. 


[Forcellim] What kind of agreements would you like to 
enter into with Confindustna” 


[Benvenuto] I would like an alliance designed to pressure 
the political parties and the government into instituting 
intelligent policies in support of indusinal restructurings 
and against demndusirialization. The tone of the face-off 
between the union movement and the imdustralists 
needs to be cievated: ideological mind-sets need to be 
put aside and logical discourse brought to bear on the 
issuc of the best choices and uses to be made of the 
country’s resources. But with thes altogether mert Con- 
findusina from a policy standpornt, this, to me, seems 
impossible. It +s all the more serous im that other 
countnes, such as France, are diligently preparing them- 
selves for 1993. In Italy, instead, cach industrialist acts 
on his own, on the basis of “every man for himself.” 
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Garcia Vargas Says Military Reform To Continue 


LD1803221191 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1900 GMT 18 Mar 9! 


[Text] [Announcer] Narcis Serra’s replacement as 
defense minister, Julian Garcia Vargas. today held his 
first working meeting with the Defense Chief of Siatt 
Admiral Martin Granizo. At the end of the mecting the 
defense minister referred to the reform of the military 
service. The commitice’s report on the new model of our 
armed forces will shorily be in his hands and will retain 
the mixed model of a voluntary and conscripted army. 
although the sections handling sophisticated material 
will be made up of professional staff. Garcia Vargas also 
sand that the Spanish floulla in the Persian Gulf will stay 
there until the embargo on Iraq 1s lifted. 


[Unidentified Reporter] Julian Garcia Vargas reported 
that there will be no delays to the reform of the military 
service despite the change of minister in the Defense 
Ministry and he sard that after Easter the parliamentary 
groups will receive copies of the draft on reform so that 
it can be discussed in committee. Garcia Vargas was 
ioday paying hrs second visit, following his appointment 
as defense minister, to Chief of Staff Admiral Gonzalo 
Rodriguez Martin Granizo, who informed the minister 
about the workings of the strategic operations command 
center, the structure of the defense staff, and its relation- 
ship to the headquarters and the three forces. Garcia 
Vargas also referred to the presence of the Spanish ships 
in the Persian Gulf which, he said, still have no date for 
their return because the UN Security Council has not 
adopted any measure on lifting the embargo. He also 
dened that a minesweeper 1s berng sent to the area. The 
defense minister said he does not intend to make changes 
to the staff of the ministry because he believes that 11 1s 
a coherent group. He announced that he will follow the 
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policy outlined by his predecessor. Narcis Serra, because 
he believes it has given very positive results. 


Iraq Names New Envey to Spain After Defection 
LD1903122991 Madrid in Spanish to Europe 
1100 GMT 19 Mar 91 


[Text] The Iraqi Government has appointed a new 
ambassador to Spain to replace Tawfiq Isma‘il, who 
requested political asylum 10 days ago. The new Iraqi 
ambassador to Spain. (Jasim Karim) a diplomat already 
posted at the Iraqi Embassy and who holds a lower 
ranking post. The Spanish Government ts still waiting 
for this replacement to be communicated officially by 


the Baghdad authorities. 


The previous ambassador, Arshad Tawfig Isma‘il, who 
requested political asylum in Spain 10 days ago, 1s being 
guarded by officers of the police internal and external 
information service. The former ambassador and his 
family are at a secret location and are moved periodi- 
cally in order to avoid possible attacks. The former 
ambassador continues to be questioned by Spanish 
police, who want to learn details about the arms found in 
the Iraqi Embassy in Madrid. 


Bomb Deactivated at Ford Dealership in Vizcaya 


LD1803143991 Madrid Domestic Service in Spanish 
1300 GMT IS Mar 91 


[Text] Sources in the office of the civil governor of 
Vizcaya have confirmed that Civil Guard specialists 
deactivated a device planted at the door of a Ford 
dealership in the Vizcaya town of Leyona in the carly 
hours of this morning. The bomb, which did not explode 
and therefore did not cause any damage. was placed 
inside a cooking pot which contained two kg of 
ammonal, a homemade detonator. and a timer set to go 
off at O10. 














FBIS-WEU-91-053 
19 March 1991 


Denmark 


* Conservative Party Views Gaining Ground 
YIENO2J88A Copenhagen BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 
in Danish 22 Feb 91 Section Ul p 1 


[Commentary by Annelise Bistrup: “We Are All Conser- 
vative™] 


[Text] “There 1s so much talk from certain groups 
against socialism and state initiative. To this I say that 
we have all become socialists.” Christmas Moller’s 
observations on profit and freedom appeared in an 
interview with BERLINGSKE TIDENDE 30 May 1945. 


Today, on the 75th birthday of the Conservative Peo- 
ple’s Party, Christmas Moller’s heir. Poul Schluter, could 
just as confidently say: “We have all become conserva- 
tives.” 


Or as an old trade union chairman would have capressed 
it: “Conservatism has made a hell of a victory.” 


Even if the Conservative prime minister also said that he 
is not really so conservative, Denmark and Danish 
politics have never been so “conservative” as nght now 


The 1980's became the conservative decade. with the 


best circumstances for the happy party im the middie of 


the decade in 1984 when Schluter won 42 seats. The 
1980's also became the decade in which the Social 
Democrats and the Socialiet People’s Party gave up the 
more speculative social mode!s and accepted the ( on- 
servative fin: uncial philosophy. When the Social Demo- 
crats now speak of thinning the public sector, and when 
those in the Socialist People’s Party have realized that 
the public coffers cannot stand wide open for everyone's 
use, then it 1s the Conservative spirit that rules. 


To be sure at the moment it is the Liberals who have 
made the gains in the Gallup polls, but as the Conserva- 
tive environmental minister and the party's “chief we- 
olog.” Per Stig Moiler, points out, the Liberals have not 
remained “ultra-liberals.” either. But the Liberal Party 
has held to the line that stands for justice and social 
responsibility 

Two parties, one unit? The prime minister likes the idea 
so much that yesterday in this newspaper he reopened 
the old fusion plans for a union of the Conservaiine 
People’s Party and the Liberal Party. Not now, but 
sometime, for Poul Schluter also knows his party's 
history and the love-hate relationship between brothers. 
which up to now has kept the idea of unity a speculation. 
ee paid a high—the highest—price for this in 
1965. 


Conservative identity? This is the question that the party 
has discussed internally since it began in February 1916. 
li was clear enough what it was at that time. The 
constitution of 1915 removed limited suffrage in the 
Landsting and introduced proportional representation in 
the Folketing. This forced the Rightist Party to give up 
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the fight against parhamentarianism and to hquidate 
itself. A people's party was born, a national party-—God, 
King and Fatherland—whose history between the two 
world wars became a loncly struggle to awaken the 
population to the rssuc of defense. lt was 29 unsuccessful 
policy: for the party and the country 


With Christmas Moller’s leadership in the 1930's, the 
party changed identity. The weight was shifted from 
“preserving” to “changing” (conservatism 1s based on 
the English political philosopher Burke's advice to 
“change in order to preserve”). In 1933 Moller sand 
flatly: “We are a state party. We put the state above the 
individual.” 


Per Sug Moller, who as carly as 1968. under the influ- 
ence of the student revolt in Paris. was about to make the 
party into z revoluthonary party (“Conservatism as a 
political philosophy must have a utopia and want the 
means to approach 1.") says that “people will be sur- 
prised at what the conservatives have said i the course 
of ume.” He 1s, of course, not mn agreement with himself 
today. but speaks imstcad as a representative of the 
younger generation im the party about “the relative 
utopia.” After the war the party marched so to speak in 
siep. The main opponent became the Social Democratic 
Party and the welfare state. And the fight was led by two 
tal-nied brothers who came to stamp the party's 
thoughts mn the 1950's and 1960's, Aksel Moller and the 
younger Poul Moller. What the then former minister of 
the internor and mayor, Aksel Moller, wrote in the party's 
anniversary book in 1956 “in all men’s interest” was an 
a'most prophetic analysis of the collapse of socialism and 
the socialistic welfare state in the 1980's: “To create 
security from the cradle to the grave and certainty that 
the human being can be transported through life with the 
least possible personal risk may still seem tempting to 
many. But the dangers in life cannot be removed without 
limiting personal freedom. A director of a 700, who was 
known for his love of animals, never tired of saying how 
much healthier. livelier. and safer the animals were in his 
cage than in the world where they had once lived free. 
There 1s not so ternbly much difference between the 
security hrs animals enjoyed and the one we would have 
in the complete. social democratic welfare state.” 


The Moller brothers have recently been speaking of an 
alternative to the Social Democratic social model, the 
Liberal-Conservative solution. In November 1960 the 
Liberal-Conservative plan was the party platform. The 
voters chose the state. and Viggo Kampmann became the 
Social Democratic prime minister. The race was run, and 
the Conservatives and Liberals accepted the state model, 
people's pension for everyone, withholding tax, etc. This 
was the turning point in Danish politics—and in the 
history of conservatism 


With the Viggo Kampmann government as the unhappy 
parents, in which the Conservatives did not dare to be 
conservative, the 1960's, and particularly the 1970's, 
were the party's bad years. In 1975 they scraped the 
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bottom with ten representatives after a pamntul sdecolog- 
wal clash between the old Conservative. Enk Nienn- 
Hansen. on the one side and the spokesman for the 
social- conservatives. Enk Haunstrup Clemmensen. Thes 
was more than normal curves im an sdcological course 
The nonsocialrst voters were on wild fight. among other 
places to the new Progressive Party. which could offer 
clear-cul nonsocialrst positrons 


The struggle between the Ninn wing and the Clemme- 
people threatened to atomuze the party. when a younger 
advocate stepped into hestory’s path There are many 
different opimrons on what Kr Mogensen’s rescuc action 
signified. and has signified. for the Conservative Peo- 
ple’s Party. but ot +s a fact that a letter to the edstor from 
Mogensen in BERLINGSAKE TIDENDE | January 1974 
became a turning pomnt. In ut he challenged the party to 
dare to be conservative agai. and at a mecting the next 
weekend at Rolighed in Vedback. Mogensen was asked 
to give hes ideas im some detail. The next morning he 
appeared with ten pomts: “Patent reformers must be 
combatied. the active and hard-working will be 
rewarded. we will gct md of the corrupt poly that the 
community's social policy has degenerated into ~ 


In 1976 the party's new leader, Poul Schluter. sand that 
“we beheve om the mght to be different.” and im the 
party's program of 1981. “A Future im Freedom.” the 
program cditor, the present minister of justice, Hans 
Engell. used much of the raw maternal that had been 
introduced by Kr Mogensen 


The program states directly: “The Conservative People's 
Party will support the industrious and the active. Their 
efforts are the basis for the community's development 
and welfare It 1s above all the efforts of the mndividual 
and his sense of responsibility that create security and 


prosperity — 


The program marked a departure from the “no one can 
amount to anything policy” and presented a plan for a 
new program that at the moment 1s being debated and 
that will be approved at the mecting of the National 
Council in November The program committee stresecs 
that the “challenge of the 1990's” will be the theme 


Now people can be aware of ther nonsocialrst positrons. 
and it 1s not by chance that im the new Liberal- 
(Conservative government there are Conservative minis- 
ters in the most important ministries, those of culture. 
church, communications. and environment 


The Conservatives want, after crghi years in power, more 
than just to balance the budget 


Denmark's first Conservative environmental minister, 
Per Stig Moller (son of Poul and Lis Moller), 1s a member 
of the program committee, and he defines the 1990's 
conservatism as “respect for life and respect for the 
human being.” 


“One can say that there 1s no party that docs not respect 
these things. But it 1s the way one does it. If one lets the 
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State run cverything. onc docs not respect the human 
berg. anu if onc allows the human being to develop 
freely. one docs not respect ife-nature. ft 1s om thes 
balance that once finds the Conservative wientity m 
relation to socialism and Iheralinsm 


“Une can use pragmatism as a method but not as a hase 
principle. There 1s an cthical dimension. As George 
Orwell sand. when he was asked what he had to oppose 
Marxrsm: “You must conduct yourselves decently. Good 
people’ If vou cannot tolerate something yourself, you 
cannot demand that your neighbor tolcrate 1. enther” 


“When uncompromising critics such as Henning Fons- 
mark demand ‘the purc goods from us. we cannot 
defver them. for the pure goods will always be a sempl- 
fication” 


When the party from the other wing 1s called dull and 
heartless. directly reactronary it 1s. according to Per Sig 
Moller. an indication that the intctiectua's who have not 
called for revolution every day have had trouble getting 
the favor of the radical media 


“And reactionary 1s something onc must not be afraid of 
berg. For a may well be correct. lt depends upon what 
one reacts against. The counter-revolutionaries may well 
be better than the revolutionaries Socialism has called 
ts Opposite “reactonary But Havel was a reactronary 
Walesa was a reactionary. It 1s a matter of crve! courage 


“Storm FPF. has a drawing in which everyone 1s running in 
the samc direction toward an uncertain goal Away from 
the group. out sn nature. a little » agabond 1s walking with 
a flower in hes buttonhole He 1s not going the same way 

He 8 a reactionary. Maybe he 1s the one who has taken 


the right path.” 


* Conservatives Benefit From Gulf, | .altic Issues 


VIE NOJSAB Copenhaeen BERLING (EF ARTEN 
in Danish 22 keh Yi ps 


[Article by Solverg Rodsgaard: “Important « onservative 
Issuc”’ —first paragraph 1s BERLINGSKE AFTEN intro- 
duction] 


[Text] Foreign policy will be an important new C onser- 
vative rssuc. Sclf-cxamination after the clection defeat 
has made the Conservative People’s Party find central 
rssucs that the party in the future can identify itself with. 
Forcign policy ts one of them. The Liberal Party. the 
partner in government, must not run away with all the 


gains 


The chairman of the Conservative Folketing group, Lars 
P Gammeigaard. explains ut as follows: “Th shole 
development in East Europe and the crisis and the Gulf 
war have brought foreign policy closer to the ,cople 
because of the huge media coverage. It has also become 
decisive om selecting a party. There 1s no dou that the 
reason for the Liberal Party's success in the Folketing 
clectrons and the subsequent rive in the public opinion 
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polls ss that the f.rergn muinisicr has made a name for 
himself on the media. It 1s quite natural that the forcign 
munister’s party would be mm the liomchght. But thes docs 
not have to mean that we will not make a name for 
ourscives as well” 


The decision to sharpen the Conservative foreign policy 
profile was made at a soul-searching evening group 
mecting 4 month ago. It 1s not that the C onservatives 
have not become mvolved before in the forcign policy 
and security debate. They have donc so to a high degree 
Varnous foreign policy spokesmen. most recently Per Sug 
Moller before he became environmental minisicr. polit- 
al spokesmen. and various group chairmen have 
actively taken part om the debate. It was also Prime 
Minister Poul Schluter’s masterful decrsion to call for a 
picbiscite on the EC package m 1986 and w do the 
clection on NATO) om 1988 


But in spite of everytheng t has been Foreign Minister 
U'ffe Eliemann-Jensen who mosi notably has formed the 
nonsocialist government's foreign policy. And the for- 
cugn monester’s “lofty cogar icadership™ during the Gull 
criss produced. mm the opmeon of the Conservatives. the 
progress on the December clectrons mn which the Liberals 
won seven scats while the Conservatives lost five 


The Conservatives have also notwed that the truce 
between the nonsocialrst government and the Social 
Democrats on the arca of foreign policy and security 1s to 
a great extent the reason for a close and gradually 
trusting cooperation between U ffe Eliemann-Jensen and 
the Soural Democratic group charrman Rit Byerregaard 
Agreements [are made that}. according to some Conser- 
valive opinions, the prime minister's party only later 1s 
briefed on 


The Government, the Gulf, and the Baltic Region 


(n the question of Danish coonomic support of the allies 
m the Gulf war, the Liberals and the Conservatives 
would like to go farther than the Social Democrats. But 
m order to keep the truce, the government last week in 
the Foregn Affairs Committee had to accept the fact 
that a majority could only be obtained for 100 million 
kroner for the Britesh participants in the Gulf war, and 
only for humanianan ard 


“Tam satisfied that there was agreement for 100 millon 
kroner in ard.” Prime Minister Poul Schluter said after 
the cabinet mecting on Tucsdey, but he added: “The 
Conservative People’s Party and the Liberal Party would 
hike to have seen Denmark make a larger cconomic 
donation to relieve the countrics who bore a large burden 
both in men and materiel. We would like to go a good bit 
further, but there 1s not agreement in the Folketing.” 


As for the situation in the Baltic countries, the prime 
minister agreed with the foreign minister that Denmark 
could pot begin diplomatic relations with Lithuania at 
the present time: “The moment has not come when it is 
physically possible to exchange ambassadors. We cannot 
do this in a country that is occupied by military force. 
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and thes 1s of course unfortunately the case m the Baltix 
region. Bul | hope that u will soon be possible to 
exchange ambassadors. and then Denmark will be 
among the first.” the prime minister sand after the 
cabinet meoting 


( enservative | fort 


The new Contervative foreign policy spokesman. Nocts 
Ahimann- dhisen. sand of the new. sharper Conservative 
forergn policy mage that “i 1s very emportant for forergn 
policy to be a common Conservative-Liberal product 
The foreign policy line will be laid between the two 
governing partics. and we will quite mmmodestly take 
part om creating thes product 


“In the Conservative People’s Party we stress three mam 
areas. First, Denmark musi take part in the West Euro- 
pean Umon. and we look ath concern at tie wobbly 
Secial Democratic course on this rssuc. Sccond, we must 
have a debate on the establishment of Danish represen- 
tative’s offices in the three Baltic countries. U niortu- 
nate?y. we still cannot establish diplomatic relations. 
because the three countries are occupied by the Sovect 
Limon. Third. great cffort must be made for human 
rights in underdeveloped countries, particularly mm 
Kenya and China” 


Nicis Ahimannhisen also thinks that foreign policy 
has come closer to the people because of the develop- 
ments in the Baltec region and in East Europe: “People 
feel that there 1s something that touches ther everyday 
hives. We in the Conservative People’s Party must take 
thes into consideration. In the beginning of the 1980s. the 
Conservative People’s Party felt rise? i + oc somewhat on 
the sidelines in Danish environmental policy. In 1984 we 
decided to pul our party squarely m the nadie of 
environmental policy. This, | think, has been successful 
In the same way we can achieve a central role in Danish 
foreign policy. We must take part, as one now must do 
when onc belongs to the largest nonsocialist party ~ 


(On the question of how far the Conservatives feel 
themscives pushed aside because of the cooperation 
betwees Uffe Ellemann-Jensen and Ritt Byerregaard. 
Niels Ahimann-Obisen said: “Ritt Byerregaard has 
appointed himself shadow foreign minister, and she 1s 
taking her task extremely seriously. Perhaps she feels tke 
she 1s putting in her daily tour of duty im the Foreign 
Ministry. But it 1s not proper for us to be angry that the 
Social Democrats are trying to hve the greatest possible 
influence on foreign policy. Thr can even be an advan- 
tage for the government. 


“But | cannot immagine that the foreign minister 1s not 
aware that we naturally want things clarified between the 
Conservatives and the Liberals before contact « made 
with the Social Democrats. | have not had occasion to 
feel left out. But my task 1s also to make sure that the 
Conservatives do not have to stand on the sidelines.” 
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Anger at the Secial Democrats 


Group Chairman Lars P. Gammeigaard says that “ia 
comparison to what 1s happenrng in the Gulf and im the 
Raltsc regron. local politics pales. Therefore the Conser- 
vative People’s Party must make a name for nsclf im 


foreign policy” 


He realizes that the Conservatives have been somewhat 
reserved on thes areca. because “there have been such good 
relations between the foreign minisicr and the opposi- 
tion's forergn policy spokesman. It 1s also truce that the 
appropriate minister should conduct ncgotratrons with 
the other party. This 1s not a criticism of the way things 
have been donc. only a statement that the Conservatives 
have held back somewhat 1m thes arca.~ 


()n the other hand. there has been no lack of anger on the 
part of Lars P. Gammelgaard at the Social Democrats 
position on Danrsh ard to the allies in the Gulf war: “lh 
ts depressing that the Social Democrats are preventing 
the government from giving anything mere than human- 
ttanan ard. Because of the Social Democratic positron. 
Denmark cannot even contribute to the Englishmen’s 
expenses on chartering six Danish merchant ships sarling 
with materiel” 
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New C ommitice 
Gammelgaard 1s the charmman of the Folkctung’s Special 


Security Policy Commuitice. which has been keeping a 
low profile since the war in the Gulf 


He 1s also the charrman of a new micrnal Conservative 
Defense and Security Policy Commutice. which will hold 
its first actual mecting 13 March. The commitice was 
formed at the Conservative National Council mecting at 
the beginning of November on the recommendation of 
the Commutice for Constntutronal Reform. and before 
the next National Council mecting will present a new 
defense and security policy program. 


Besides Gamnuecigaard. Justice Minister Hans Engel, 
Nicls Ahimann-Ohisen. the defense policy spokesman. 
Helge Adam Moller, Colonel Per Svensson. Senor 
Archivest H.C. Byerg. the Constitutional Commiutice’s 
chairman, Bo Fri. Steering Committee member. 
Grethe Heylesen. and Home Guard Consultant Preben 
Petersen are on the committee. The bead of the Conser- 
vative Information and Press Service. Lars Kyolby. 1s the 
secretary. 


The party 1s also preparing several courses and seminars 
on foreign policy 
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Greek Cypriet Leaders at Reception in North 
NC 1803214691 Nicoma CrvBC Tdevwwen Neto 
wn Greek 2110 GMT 18 Mar 9! 


fiext] Leaders or representatives of sa Greek Cypriot 
partecs visited the occupied arcas thes cvenmeg at the 
mvitation of Mustaf Akunci. leader of the Turkish C yp- 
not Communal Libcratron Party. to attend a reception 
on the party's 1Sth anniversary. The sa were Demo- 
cratec Rally [DIST] Charrman Glavkos Alindhes. Restor- 
ative Party of the Working People Sccretary Creneral 
Dhiminos Khristofias, Democrat Socraiest Renewal 
Party Chairman Pavios Dhinglis. Liberals Party 
Chairman Nikolaos Rolandhis, Democrain Party repre- 
sentative Kimon Panayidhis. and Unned Democratn 
U mon of Cyprus representative Evstathros Evstathiou 


it has been learned that Rauf Denktas also attended the 
reception and shook hands with the Greek Cypriot party 
leaders. 


Al the invitation of Turkish Cyprnot Republi Party 
leader Ozger Ozgur. DIST Chairman Kloredhes «ill vient 
the occupied areas tomorrow at the bead of a four- 
member delegation 


More on Visit to North 


747903130691 (Clandestine) Bayrak Rado om Turki 
to Cyprus 1130 GMT 19 War 9! 


[Text] A delegation of the Democrat Rally Party 
[DISI}. the largest political party im south ( yprus 
arrived im the Turkish Republic of Northern ( yprus 
[TRNC] thes morning as the gurst of the Republican 
Turkish Party [RTP]. The DISI delegation 1s comprised 
of party Charman Glavkos Kinidhis. Deputy Charman 
(lannakrs Matsrs). Assestant (harrmen (Nikos Anatadh- 
ades) and ( Aickos Mikharhdtus). and Secretary Crencral 
(Alekos Markidhis) 


The DISi and RTP delegations held a meeting thes 
morning. A yount declaratvon was announced to the prev 
m a news conference held at the end of the mecting The 
yount declaration noted that the two partees beleve that 
the solution to the Cyprus problem is long overduc 
stressing that a mutually acceptable solutvon must be 
found as soon as possible. The declaration recalls that 


CYPRUS “ 


the procedure foreseen by UN resolutvons for the reso- 
lutvon of the Cyprus proticm consists of mntcrcommunal 
talks to be conduced under the auspices of the UN 
secretary general. The talks must be continued and all 
iN resolutions conceroing She summa agreements must 
comsisute the bass tor these talks. the declaration 
added 


The jornt declaration cougned by Kinidhes and RTP 
leader Ovker Orgur also called on the leaders of the two 
communities to adopt measures which will faciintate 
contacts armed at developing trust and beticr under- 
standing between the two communitics. The declaration 
remarked that a remicgrated Cyprus will amelorate the 
relatrons between Turkey and Greece as well as benefit 
both communities m Cyprus. 


Replying to questions during the news conference. Kli- 
sdes remarked that the Greek Cypriots made a mrstake 
by not agreeing to grant autonomy to the Turkish C yp- 
reots on the past. He added that his party now acknow!- 
cdgcs the nght of the communities to self-government in 
the full sense of the word. Pownteng out that any future 
solutvon must be lable for both sides. Kieridtes 
declared that \ arrows arrangements can be untroduced to 
allow Creck Cypriot refugees to return to ther homes 


In response to a questron, the DIST chairman sand that 
will be beneficsal for a future Mate to have a more 
extensive guarantee system im addition to the guarantees 
of Turkey and Greece Answerng another question. 
Klendies confirmed Greek Cypriot armament cfforts. 
clavmeng that the « for Greek Cyprot defense He 
underlined the importance of ensuring mutual trust 
between the two communities Klindhes demed that | $0 
French tanks were sent by Greece to south Cyprus bet 
conceded that the Greck Cypriot Admenrstration rivet 
procured tanks from France 


Meanwhile, a Communal Liberation Part, [CLP] dete- 
gatron left for south Cyprus as the gurst of the Crreck 
( yprent Democrat Socralet Renewal Party The dete- 
gatron headed by CLP leader Muwafa Akinc: was 
recerved at the Ledra Palace border gate by Ceck 
( ypreot party leader Dhingirs, The CLP delegatron «ill 
conduct contacts » Limawol and Larnaca and then 
will hold a news conference 
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Ties With SFRY ‘Aggravated’ Following Expulsions 
NVC 7803224291 Athens Domest Serve in Grek 
2M GMT 18 Mar 91 


{Excerpt} Greck-Y ugosiay relations are becoming aggra- 
vated following a decrson by the Yugoslav Foreign 
Ministry to expel a Greek diplomat from the consulate im 


The government spokesman today sard the deportation 
of the Vugosiay vice consul in Thessalonsk: was umper- 
ative and unavordabic Poldhoras sand Greece docs not 
accept nor will 1 tolerate ant. Greck propaganda on the 


Belgrade’s refusal to satesfy Greece's request that thes 
post not be filled with a diplomat ongmating from 
Skhopye 


Commenting on the contents of a news bulletin released 
by the Yugoslav Embassy on Athens o- the rsuc, Pold- 


* Mitsotakis’ Policy Failures Detailed 
VIE SOSSOR thems TO TVINIT TTS AIRTAATS mm Greed 
10 Feb Oi p ti 


| Artecle by Nekos Nekolaow “CW What Is Mr. Mitsotakes 
Afra” | 


[Text] If the news os truc that reportedly says the prime 
munrsicr has lost hes proverhal optemeam and m con- 
fronting dev clopments on our natronal rsucs with con- 
cern, especially with regard to the coonomy. then, m fact. 
were 1s hope that some order can come ito the govern- 
ment. At any rate. at Thursday's sessron of the minrste- 
nal council and of the government commuettce later, Mr 
K Mutsotakrs for the first tome lowered hes tone of vorce 
and gave all the moenrsters the feetong that there are a bot 
of thongs he «s afrand of om the future. while he also sand 
that he 1s not at all certamn that the end of the hostelrtecs 
mm the Crulf will find Crreece with more frends and with 


strongct support from abroad 


Al any rate. the emmediute protiem for the prome 
minister 1s to make hes government a creditable entity of 
authority capac of effectively handiong the economia 
cress and abowe all to manage the state organization 
Because up to now desvpric boundless popular forchear- 
ance and especially the absence of amy bag drepute by the 
government opposition. the goverament has proven to 
he rncapabic of pmplementing its program and above all 
to promote thos sectors that would make the poopie 
comscrows of a sheft from a satest to a brheral regrme 


Indeed. of the hase laws the gowernment pawed and 
with whet ot aspered to decrively confront problems of 
Croreck soxcecty and to create new eastrtetrens. none was 





— The antiterrorist law. once 1 got out of the Chamber of 
Deputies 9 a mutilated state. was adultcrated and 
mvahdated im practice sence tts only achrevement was 
the detention of three lefivsts who are to be released 
within days mm accordance with court decrwons. 


If we were now to add to these unsuccessful endeavors 
the grievous presidential decrees on education that pro- 
voked the well-known student and popular cxaplowons 
from which the government was saved thanks to the 
mtervention of the Gull war, then we have a compictc 
pocture of a government that 1s essentially liv eng besseged 
mn the center of Athens sence its opponents do not permit 
1 enstiatives other than mere gov crament admuenrstratron 


operatrons 


These troubles have certarnly begun with most menesters 
herng aware of them without, however, « Serng certam 
that they are correctly) mmterpreteng the causes of these 
paralyzing phenomena 


Rigilits [the New Democracy offices m Athens] and 
thove ministers who belong to the close party circle or 
cle: are fascrnated by its edeas (Sot. Kowvelas, And 
Samaras. cic.) beheve that the government 1 not cver- 
crng the authority the law gives of. thal i 1s not as 
decruve as it should be and that. if nt does not clash with 
varrous strong “lobbies.” 1 will not succeed m imple- 


menting its program 


Mr Mitsotakrs. while agreeing verbally with the tough 
lene that 1 emanating from the party. has nevertheless 
proved that he has the mgcnrousness to make those 
technical mancuverings and pullhacks that would avert 
an escalation of conflicts and a more pittery atmosphere 
He was tough m September when all the facts had 
convinced him that the overwhelming majority of the 
people were against the protracted strikes that ihe unions 
had organized In January however. he hastened to back 
off and to abandon Mr V. Kondhoyviannopoulos when 
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he realized that the student demonstrations were 
growing and were developing into a major threat to his 
government. 


However. these flexible tactics of the prime minister do 
not, of course. resolve the basic problem of having a 
capable government. while on the other hand u 
strengthens the position of those ministers who maintain 
that the country’s big problems are not resolved with 
nerve-racking and stubborn acquiescing procedures. For 
example. the rcform of the insurance and tax systems 
presently being worked on by Messrs. Evth. Khristod- 
houlou and |. Palaiokrassas. -».)! move now fo: ward 
while, at the same time, an c > social dialogue will 
begin that will try to convince the majority of the people 
and isolate extremists. 


The view. neverthel..., that the government cannot 
implement tis laws, not becuse the prime minister does 
not have the cour: se but » _ause, while these laws were 
being shaped there was not cnough social dialogue and 
all social supports were not perseveringly pursued. 1s 
wi spread among the majority of the people. econo- 
miss, and important personalities, such as the academi- 
cians Messrs. X. Zolotas and Ang. Angelopoulos. Indeed. 
if one were to judge from some initiatives that the 
president of the Republic tried to take and which he 
suspended evidently not to harm Mr. Mitsotakis it seems 
that the popular demand for a consensus among the 
political partics with regard to critical matters of 
national security and the economy has support alt the 
state's top leadership. 


Those who have recently been seeing Mr. K. Karamantlis 
assert that, despite all of his discretion not to give the 
impression of any kind of interference, he cannot hide 
his concern over where the unheard of political acrimony 
that distinguishes relations between the government and 
the political parties will lead. It 1s obvious that. with the 
people split and with half of the Greek people mis- 
trusting the other half, no policy. regardless of how 
correct it 1s, can be implemented. 


Mr. Mitsotakis, in fact, is afraid that political acrimony 
will increase in the forthcoming weeks since PASOK 
[Panhellenic Socialist Movement] and the Coalition [of 
the Left for Progress] are facing iniernal discord or are 
rather being shaken by it while their leaders are adopting 
more aggressive tactics in order to cover up this discord. 
Even the Coalition, that maintained some contacts with 
the government (evidently to save its cadres who are 
holding on to posts in the state organization), is now 
maintaining an intransigent stance vis-a-vis Mr. Milt. 
Evert’s logical program on public administration. Of 
course, as the inevitable date of 11 March approaches for 
the Koskotas scandal trial things will begin to become 
even more acrimonious. The New Democracy is exer- 
cising intolerable pressure on the prime minister and 1s 
calling for an exemplary sentencing of Mr. A. Papan- 
dreou, ignoring any possible repercussions on the social 
atmosphere and the spiritual unity of the people. 
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* Government Reshuffle, Changes Foreseen 


YIESO4S6A Athens | KATHIMERINI in Greek 
7 Feh Yi pd 


{Article by Yiannis Loverdhos] 


[Text] “The sword of Damocies” of a government 
reshuffle is hanging over the heads of those who became 
ministers in April 1990 when the government of Mr. K. 
Mitsotakis assumed power. It uiso hangs over the heads 
of those who believed that their becoming ministers was 
not merely a ministerial “Mercedes” but a move forward 
on the political stage that would better position them in 
the struggle for Mr. Mitsotakis’ succession, something 
that always remains open. 


The prime minister himself in his talks with individuals 
of his close circle is reportedly saying that the reshuffle 
will be a sweeping one and that possibly persons who are 
presently holding top positions on the ministerial 
council will be removed since they are said to have failed 
in their duties. Others who know Mr. Mitsotakis’ men- 
tality well maintain that it 1s quite possible that even at 
the last moment he mught change this stance and those 
who are at this moment described as being the 
“beheaded” will finally stay on in any new government. 


Possibly at Easter 


This. moreover, 1s one of the basic reasons why the 
shape. time and scope of the government reshuffle has 
not yet been determined although 11 1s now invevitable 
that it will take place. But when” 


Mr. Mitsotakis’ original position was that it should take 
place upon the completion of one year of ND's [New 
Democracy] assumption of power, that 1s around the 
tume of next Easter. And that remains the most probable 
tume although 1 1s not certain. 


On the other hand. there are quite a few in the govern- 
ment and inside the prime minister's entourage who 
sugges! that the reshuffle might be speeded up and might 
take place about mid-March at the latest because other- 
wise the malfunctioning of the government will be per- 
petuated and also the continued repetition by the press 
of various reshuffle scenarios will adulterate any positive 
results that might ensue when the reshuffle docs take 
place. 


However, a speeding up of the reshuffle means that it 
would take place before the completion of the study and 
finalizing of the bill that is being worked on by a group of 
experts under the supervision of Prof. Vang. Voloud- 
hakis, secretary of the ministerial council, to reform the 
shape of the government, to shape a more “workable and 
functional governmental format.” as provided for by the 
ND program and as determined by the experiences of the 
past year with continuous government malfunctioning. 


However. the postponement of the submission of the 
questionable bill until after the reshuffle would be 
advantageous to the plans of those—and there are quite 
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a few of them in the ND—who want the government to 
continue with many ministers so that more ND deputies 
might be “satisfied” in getting ‘.inisterial positions. 
And, certainly, the prime minister himself is not 
unaware of the pressures being exerted by many sides 
within the ND not to move forward toward creating a 
government with fewer members. thus limiting the ambi- 
tions of those deputies wanting to become ministers. 


However. from what it appears. Mr. Mitsotakis does not 
altogether share one or the other view. He has not yet 
fully decided about the shape of the new government. At 
any rate, according to newspaper accounts, after having 
studied the plan drafted in 1989 by the ND program 
secretariat and the proposals put to him by many impor- 
tant officials of his party to decrease the size of the 
government, officials such as Mr. A. Andrianopoulos 
[believe that] Mr. Mitsotakir has made certain decisions. 
The above ND secretariat plan had been drafted by Mr. 
G. Souflias under the supervision of Mr. Tim. Pavlopou- 
los. professor of administrative law. The following are 
the decisions that Mr. Mitsotakis has appeared to have 
come to. 


—In principle. he does not agree with reducing the 
number of ministers and deputy ministers to 25. More 
probably the final number will be 32-35. 


—He agrees to abolishing the position of alternate min- 
ister, a position that has been considered responsible 
for intragovernmental clashes and for malfunctioning. 


—He agrees that ministers be given the capability to take 
greater initiative and to appoint their deputy ministers 
after coming to an understanding with him. 
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—He has quite a few reservations with regard to the 
merger or abolishment of rainistries, as 1s provided for 
in all the plans that have been brought to his attention. 
He does not agree with the abolishment of the Min- 
istry of Public Order and its merger with the Ministry 
of Interior especially at this critical period from the 
standpoint of terrorism and crime. 


As for persons who would be brought into a new govern- 
ment, «t should be considered certain that Mr. And. 
Samaras will remain as minister of foreign affairs. 
despite reports to the contrary. since he has the complete 
support of the prirac minister and his entourage. 


The stock of Mr. St. Dimas ts rising. He will stay on as 
minister of industry with broader jurisdictions that 
would convert this ministry into an executive Ministry 
of National Economy. 


Mr. Evth. Khiristodhoulos will remain at the Ministry of 
National Economy. that would assume only a staff 
character. since 1 does not appear that Mr. Dhim. 
Khalikias will be removed from the Bank of Greece. 
Cu nsequently. Mr. |. Palarokrassas too will stay on at the 
Ministry, of Finance. 


It 1s also very possible that Mr. Milt. Evert wall remain 
with the Office of the Prime Minister and 1. Varvitsiotrs 
with the Ministry of National Defense. while Mr. Tz. 
Tzannetakis will be restricted to his vice presidential 
duiies as alternate to the prime minister. 


Finally. while A. Andrianopoulos will, at any rate, return 
10 the government, the “fate” of Mr. Ath. Kanellopoulos 
has not yet been decided. Some insist that he will be 
removed from the government. However, if we were to 
venture a conjecture the most probable 1s that he would 
Stay on in the government as its vice president. 
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Ozal Returns From USSR, Makes Statement 


7411603195691 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 16 Mar 9! 


[Text] President Turgut Ozal concluded his visit to the 
Soviet Union and returned to Turkey today. He was 
ceremoniously received at Ankara’s Esenboga Airport by 
Kaya Erdem, speaker of the Turkish Grand National 
Assembly. Prime Minister Yildirim Akbulut, General 
Dogan Gures. chief of the General Staff. as well as minis- 
ters and other officials attended the welcoming ceremony 


In a statement at Esenboga Airport. Ozal said that 
Turkish-Soviet relations, possibilities for their cxpan- 
sion, and new opportunities for Turkish businessmen 
were discussed during the talks. Ozal reported that. 
during his meeting with Soviet President Gorbaches. he 
observed a great desire and political will on the other 
side as well to develop bilateral relations in every field 
Ozal continucd: 


[Begin recording] In our talks. we drscussed in detail our 
bilateral relations and cooperation. which are devcloping 
in a Satisfactory manner to the benefit of both countries. 
in the political, commercial. cultural, and economic 
fields. | witnessed the existence of great desire and 
political will, both on our side and on the part of the 
Soviet Union. to further develop our bilateral relations 


and cooperation. 


Our talks focused on international issues concerning 
Turkey and the Soviet Union, among them the Gulf war 
and the situation in the aftermath of the war. A construc- 
tive exchange of views was also conducted with regard to 
our Black Sea economic cooperation region project. We 
agreed on the benefits of this project. 


In Moscow, | also held a meeting with Boris Yeltsin. 
chairman of the Supreme Soviet of the Russian Sovict 
Federated Socialist Republic. | would like to state that 
this meeting was satisfactory and beneficial. 


During my Moscow visit, Gorbachev and | also signed a 
friendship, good-neighbor. and cooperation treaty, which 
bases our relations on a new legal basis within the frame- 
work of recent changes in Europe and the CSCE. This 
treaty, which refers to previous agreements signed between 
Turkey and the USSR, confirms the mutual political will 
to enhance our bilate ai relations and underlines the goal 
to accord a new image to our relations. 


Furthermore. an agreement aimed at preventing double 
taxation and a commercial, cconomic., and technical 
cooperation agreement were signed between the con- 
cerned ministers. 


The talks with Gorbachev, both the tete-a-tete ones and 
those conducted between delegations, were held in an 
extremely sincere atmosphere. During these talks. we 
discussed all subjects that concern the two countries with 
frankness. As stated in the friendship. good-neighbor. 
and cooperation treaty that we signed. we decided to 
further improve these relations in almost every ficld. We 


also agreed to mncrease the frequency of our contacts al 
every level. including at the presidential level. In this 
contest. | invited President Gorbachev to visit Turkey. 
Mr. Gorbaches was picased to accepi and promised to 
come to our country at the carhest possible opportunity. 


In Kiev. the capital of the Ukraine. which | visited after 
Moscow. I held very constructive and useful talks with 
President Kravchuk. During this visit, a declaration was 
signed outlining the principles and arms of the relat:ons 
between Turkey and the Ukraiman Republi. In addi- 
tion. the concerned ministers signed a cultural coopera- 
tion protocol between Turkey and the Ukraine. and a 
protocol of mtent between the Turkish and Ukramian 
governments regarding cooperation in the field of tele- 
communications. 


| also conducted very beneficial talks in Alma-Ata, the 
capital of Kazakhstan. | was picased to observe feelings of 
close mterest and great regard for our country in Kaza- 
khstan as well, With this republic, too, we decided to 
develop close relations. especially in the economic, com- 
mercial, and telecommunication fields. During my visit to 
Alma-Ata. together with President Nursultan Nazarbayev. 
I cosigned a cooperation agreement between Turkey and 
K.azakhstan. Foreygn Minister Kurtcebe Alptemocin and 
his Kazakh counterpari used this opportunity to sign a 
protocol on consultations between the two foreign minis- 
tines as well as a Commercial and economic cooperation 
protocol between Turkey and Kazakhstan. A letter of 
intent on cooperation concerning PTT [Post Telephone. 
and Telegraph Administration] and its Kazakh counter- 
part was also signed during this visit. 


As was the case in Kies and Alma-Ata. we were received 
very warmly in Baku. the capital of Azerbayan, which 
was the last leg of my USSR tour. During my visit to 
Baku. | maugurated a 60-channel automatic telephone 
exchange. which will link Azerbayan to Turkey and to 
the world via Turkey and which was installed by Turkish 
PTT and its Turkish partners. | held the first telephone 
call with the prime minister via thes exchange 


My mecting with Azerbayani President Ayaz Mutaliboy 
was held in a very sincere and fnendly atmosphere. We 
agreed to develop our bilateral relations by exploiting the 
casting potential to the utmost. In this context. the 
Turkish foreign minister and the Azerbayan prime 
minister signed the minutes of an agreement affirming 
our decision to expand the political and economic rela- 
tions and cooperation between Turkey and Azerbayan 


Turkish Tourrsm Mensster han Akuzum and the Azer- 
bayani prime minister also signed a tourrsm cooperation 
protocol between Turkey and Azerbayan. Moreover, a 
protocol was signed on the construction of a highway 
bridge over the Aras River to provide a link between 
Turkey and Averbayan. The protocol also included the 
opening of a border gate between Turkey and the Azer- 
bayans Republic 


In brief. | can say that my visit to the Soviet Union, 
which covered Moscow. the Ukraine. Kazakhstan, and 
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Azerbayan. was fruriful and beneficial from all aspects. 
Concrete steps were taken during this inp toward close 
cooperation in many ficlds. especially in the field of 
telecommunications. 


| was very proud on behalf of the Turkish nation to 
observe the close interest. high regard. and appreciation 
displayed for Turkey by President Gorbachev, Russian 
Federation President Yeltsin. the presidents of the three 
republics | visited, as well as other officials with whom | 
had the opportunity to meet. 


I hope that my visit wall contribute positively to the 
future of Turkish-Soviet relations. [end recording] 


Syrian Foreign Minister Continues Visit 
Ties Said *Improved" 


TAISO31S3391 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1800 GMT 18 Mar 91 


[Text] Ankara (AA}—Synan Foreign Minister Farug 
al-Shar’, who 5 currently in Ankara on a working visit. 
called today on Foreign Minister Ahmet Kurtcebe Alp- 
temocin. Following the meeting between the two foreign 
ministers, which lasted about an hour, a mecting was 
held between the delegations of the two countries. 


In a statement at the beginning of the mecting. al-Shar 
said: Talks between the two delegations, as well as 
between the high-level officials. are an indication of the 
improved relations between Damascus and Ankara. 


Pointing out that both Turkey and Syna deeply regret 
incidents that occurred in Kuwait, al-Shar’ said that con- 


tacts between the two countries during the Gulf crisis 
showed the cxistence of an identity of views in various 
arcas. 


Al-Shar’ stated that, during hes talks in Ankara, all issues 
will be taken up in a broad and comprehensive way. He 
explained that opportunities to improve relations 
between the two countries wl be sought. He added that 
bilateral and international rssucs will also be discussed. 


In turn, Alptemocin sand: We will take up relations 
between our two countries, as well as the latest develop- 
ments in world events. | belreve that our talks will be 
very frustful, 


The visiting minister will later call on President Turgut 
(zal. 


Euphrates, Other Issues Discussed 


TAISO3163191 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
ISS0 GMT 18 Mar 9! 


[Text] Ankara (AA}—Official talks between Turkey and 
Syria were held mn Ankara today. 


The two delegations, headed by Foreign Minister Ahmet 
Kurtcebe Alptemocin and Syrian Foreign Minister 
Farug al-Shar’. discussed the Damascus declaration on 
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the Gulf rssue. Foreign Ministry Spokesman Murat 
Sungar told ANATOLIA that the Syrian side bricfed 
Turkey in detail on the Damascus declaration. 


The technical delegations of the two countries continued 
their talks after al-Sha:" lefi the Foresgn Ministry. The 
issue Of indemnitics to be paid for the Cadastre survey 
aircraft shot down by Syria. which has reached its final 
Stages, was discussed during the talks. as well as the 
supply of water from the Euphrates River. 


Pointing out that the Syrians rassed the issue of the 
supply of water from the Euphrates on every occasion. 
officials said that technical issues on the amount of water 
supplied and the necessary limitations on the supply 
were taken up during the talks. Turkish officrals assured 
their Syrian colleagues that there are no ulterior motives 
behind these limitations other than those duc to tech- 
nical difficulties. 


Meets With Ozal 
TAIS03 201891 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 18 Mar 91 


[Text] President Turgut Ozal today met with Synan 
Foreign Affairs Minister Farug al-Shar’. A statement 
made by Presidential Spokesman Ambassador Kaya 
Toperi says: President Turgut Ozal received at the Can- 
kaya mansion today Syrian Foreign Minister Farug 
al-Shar’, who is in Turkey on an official visit 


Foreign Minister Kurtcebe Alptemocin., Foreign Min- 
istry Under Secretary Tugay Ozcer. and the Synan 
ambassador to Ankara were also present during the visit. 


Views were exchanged on the situation in the Gulf region 
and relations between Turkey and Syria. 


Meets Prime Minister 


741903111691 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
1100 GMT 19 Mar 9! 


[Text] Syrian Foreign Minister Farug al-Shar’ has con- 
cluded his contacts in Ankara. The visiting foreign min- 
ister was received by Prime Minister Yildirim Akbulut. 


During the meeting, Akbulut said that Turkey wants to 
have good relations with Syria. and that this visit will 
constitute an opportunity for the further enhancement of 
bilateral relations. Akbulut cxapressed the belief that it 1s 
beneficial to increase high-level contacts between the 
two countries. 


In turn, al-Shar’ declared that he held useful talks im 
Turkey. Foreign Minister Ahmet Kurtcebe Alptemocin 
also attended the mecting. 


Urges ‘Solution’ to Water Problem 
141903162991 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
ISIS GMT 19 Mar 9! 


[Text] Ankara (AA}—Syrian Foreign Minister Farug 
al-Shar’. sad that a just solution to the water problem 1s 
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an important factor for the further development of 
relations between the two countries. 


Al-Shar’ made this statement at Ankara’s Esenboga Arr- 
port while bncfing correspondents on his contacts with 
Turkish officials. Al- Shar’ said: | briefed Turkish officials 
on the situation in the region in the wake of the Gulf war 
and the Damascus declaration. We exchanged views on 
ways of finding a solution to the Arab-Israch conflict 
within the framework of the UN Security Council. 


He continued: Following these constructive talks, | 
observed that we had an identity of views on topics we 
took up and that a common determination casted on 
both sides to promote our relations. Regional water 
sources were one of the subjects we discussed. We told 
our imteriocutors that a just solution to the water 
problem 1s an important factor for the further develop- 
ment of our relations 


In response to a question by journalists after seeing off 
the visiting Syman forergn munister. Forergn Munister 
Kurtcebe Alptemocin said: There were no complaints 
about our lumiting the supply of water. 


In reply to the question of what the Syrian foreign 
minister meant by bringing “a just solution” to the water 
problem, Akbulut sand: In our region rivers originate in 
one country and flow into the sca from another. These 
rivers should be a unifying clement between these coun- 
tres and not a source of conflict. This 1s what the 
minister meant 


Asked whether there were any complaints about the 
amount of water supphed by Turkey. Alotemocin said: No. 
adding: The reason for the uneasiness 1s that the water 
supply was lowered to 300 to 350 cubic meters per second 
because of a technical difficulty pror to my visit to Syna 
Although in the past the Synan and Iraq: authorities were 
always notified of such reductions well in advance. this 
time there was a lack of communication. Such lymitations 
raise no problems when they are reported in advance. li 
seems this 1s the reason for the uncasiness. 


Pornting out that there might be forces in the area. which 
do not favor the reigneng of peace and stability in the 
region. Alptemocin sand: These forces might be willing to 
take advantage of every Occasion to exaggerate the issucs 
and create problems and on this way undermine regional 
peace and the relationship between countries. | beheve 
that the rssuc should not be explored to thrs end and that 
waters which ongmate om our country and flow into the 
sca in other countries or ongmate mn other countries and 
flow onto the sea en our country should be a unifying 
clement between these countries 


Concludes Contacts, Departs 
1 A2M027 32001 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
jyiaWwi ly Var y/ 


| Text) Syrian Foregn Monester Farug al-Shar’. has con- 
cluded bes contacts and left Turkey. He was seen off at 
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Esenboga Airport by Foreign Minister Kurtcebe Alp- 
temocin. In a statement at the airport, Alptemocin said 
that the Middle East should become a region of friend- 
ship. peace. security and cooperation. In reply to 
reporters’ questions, Alptemocin said that the rivers 
should remain factors in strengthening ties in the region. 
He added that Turkey and Syria are two neighboring and 
friendly countries that will contribute to stability and 
security im the region. 


Farug al-Shar said that bilateral relations and the 
postwar situation in the region were discussed at the 
talks that were fruitful. Noting that the potential for 
further bilateral relations was also discussed, al-Shar 
concluded by saying that the two sides were in full 
agreement on every rssuc taken up at the talks. 


Prime Minister Outlines Position on Cyprus Issue 


141803134791 (Clandestine) Bayrak Radio in Turkish 
to Cyprus 1130 GMT 18 Mar 91 


{Teat) Turkish Prime Minister Yildirrm Akbulut has 
declared that Turkey's effective and de facto guarantee 
must continue in Cyprus. Pointing out that if a compre- 
hensive agreement 1s reached between the two peoples 
on the rsland the withdrawal of troops will be discussed 
within the provisions of such an agreement, Akbulut 
noted that attempts to present this subject in any other 
way are intentional. 


Replying to questions by the North Cyprus News 
Agency. the Turkish prime minister said that Turkish 
troops. which came to the island im order to prevent 
Cyprus’ annexation to Greece and to provide security for 
the Turkish Cypriot people. will remain in Cyprus until 
an agreement 1s reached granting the Turkish Cypriots 
the status of political equality. 


In reaction to a remark that there are those who regard 
the 1974 Greek intervention in Cyprus as acceptable and 
the Turkish Army's presence in Cyprus as unacceptable, 
Akbulut noted that the reasons and outcome of the basis 
of Turkey's intervention im 1974 are clear. Peace and 
tranquillity have prevailed on the island since the 
Turkish peace operation in 1974, Akbulut added. 


The Turkish prime minister stressed that Turkey's effec- 
tive and de facto guarantce will continue im accordance 
with the desires and demands of the Turkish Cypriot 
people in order to avoid the bitter experiences of the 
pre-1974 period and to prevent the Turkish Cypriots 
from being exposed and unprotected against the Greek 
Cypriots, who outnumber them. Akbulut remarked that 
the withdrawal of troops from the rsland will be included 
in a final agreement on the Cyprus problem 


He declared: | believe that attempts to present the rssuc 
in any other way are intentional. People who want the 
Cyprus issue to remain unresolved would resort to such 
measures. Furthermore. these attempts constitute dan- 
gcrous behavior aimed at justifying the dangerous and 
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massive armament process m south Cyprus. a process 
which cannot be based on any reasonable explanation. 


Replying to a question on efforts to establish a connec- 
tion between Cyprus and Kuwan. Akbulut said that the 
resemblance 1s not in the way 1 was intended by Greece. 
Turkey put a stop to Greek goals and prevented the 
invasion and subsequent annexation of Cyprus by 
Greece, like the Iraqi invasion of Kuwait. Akbulut 
continued: Cyprus and Kuwait are different issues. 
Therefore, the nature and aims of the UN Security 
Council rc“ olutions on these two subjects are different 
from each uther. Resolutions concerning Cyprus ask the 
relevant parties, namely the two equal peoples, to engage 
in Negotiations and reach an agreement. Turkey's atti- 
tude on this subject are evident. We are on the side that 
supports the good offices of the UN secretary general. 
We want the two peoples on the island to establish a 
mutually acceptable partnership based on the principle 
of political equality to be reached through their own free 
will in accordance with UN Security Council Resolution 
649. We are trying to be of assistance. and we are 
encouraging the Turkish Cypriot side in this direction. 


In response to another question, Akbulut called on 
Greek leaders to renounce their activities against Turkey 
based on the Cyprus pretext. 


Inonu Urges Government Not To Interfere in Iraq 


TAISO3 203091 Ankara TRI Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMIT 18 Mar 9] 


[Excerpt] Social Democratic Populist Party leader Erdal 
Inonu has said that Turkey will win no respect for recent 
statements made by our rulers on Iraq's domestic affairs. 


Addressing the people in Canakkale today, Inonu said 
that Turkey desires a peaceful coexistence among the 
Iraqi citizens of various origins. Inonu continucd: We 
want Turkish citizens to live in happiness and pros- 
perity. We want our people not to be crushed under the 
pressure of the high cost of living. Our workers and small 
shopkeepers should receive their labor's worth. This 
should be our goal and not give advice to neighboring 
countries as if this was any of our business. 


Inonu added that although lip service has been given by 
the government to abolishing penal laws on the freedom 
of thought, nothing has been done so far. In a country 
where democracy reigns, Inonu said. people should not 
be convicted for their opinions and everyone should be 
free to speak one’s mother tonguc. [passage omitted] 


Turkomans Reportedly Inflict Losses on Iraq 


NC1903144791 Istanbul HURRIVET in Turkish 
17 Mar ¥i pil 


[Text] Ankara, (HURRIYET}—The Turkoman people in 
Iraq, who have launched an armed struggle with the Arabs 
and Kurds to oust the Saddam regime, are reported to have 
inflicted serious losses on the Iraqi Armed Forces. Inten- 
sive clashes are reported, particularly in the Tall ‘Afar 


FBIS-WEL -91-0453 
19 March 1991 


region, which 1s populated primarily by the Turkoman 
people. The prison in Tall “Afar 1s reported to have been 
attacked and 4.000 Turkomans freed. 


Some 1.500 Turkomans have infiltrated Irag from var- 
ous countries. particularly Turkey. to organize the 
armed struggle of the Turkoman people 


Speaking at a press conference yesterday, Dr. Muzafler 
Arslan. leader of the National Turkoman Party in Irag. 
who represented the Turkoman people during the 
“opposition summit” recently held i Beirut to discuss 
the ways of ousting the Saddam regime in Iraq. said 
“The arrow has already left the bow in Irag. The people. 
who have suffered under the oppression of dictator 
Saddam Husayn’s regime. have rebelled” 


Dr. Arslan confirmed that external help 1s being given to 
the Turkoman people 


They Took Up Arms 


Dr. Arslan disclosed thai the Turkomans. who infiltrated 
Iraq from Turkey. were the people who sought asylum in 
that country in the past. Noting that they have acquired 
arms from the Iraqi troops who have joined the ranks of 
the Turkoman people, Dr. Arsian asserted that they do not 
want arms from Turkey right now. He claimed that Iraq 
helicopters fired mercilessly on the people in Kirkuk 


Dr. Arslan said that he met and bricted Turkish Presi- 
dent Turgut Ozal on the situation betore attending the 
conference in Beirut, adding that President zal did not 
express an opinion. Dr. Arslan said that a Turkish 
guarantee for the Turkomans was out of the question 
right now. He also noted that Turkey has promised to 
provide medicine and food for the Turkoman people and 
claimed that many countries have also promised moral 
and material support. Dr. Arslan asserted that the 
hoisting of Kurdish flags in northern Irag, which can be 
observed from Turkey's Habur border gate. 1s the result 
of individual initiatives. He stressed that the Turkomans 
see eve to eye with the Arab and Kurdish peoples 


Troops Reportedly Withdraw From Iraq's Border 
NC 1903094891 Istanbul MILLIVET in Turkish 
4 Mar 91 p 13 


[Text] Cizre, (MILLIVET News Agency )—The Turkish 
military units, which were deployed on Iraq's border 
during the Gulf war, have begun to withdraw from the 
border region. The infantry and commando units have 
already been withdrawn, while the armored units have 
begun their withdrawal. Most of the military units have 
been assembled in areas between Cizre and Sirnak and 
Cizre and Idil. The tank units on the border have 
recently withdrawn to join the assembled units 


Meanwhile, work has begun to determine the damage 
caused by the military forces to farmland in the region 
during the Gulf war. Compensation will be paid to the 
owners of cultivated fields to help them redeem ther 
losses. Farmers in Silopi and Idil have been applying to 
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the commussion that was established to determine the 
damage caused to farmland in the region. 


Situation Calm in Iraqi Border Regions 
TAISO3153691 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
1420 GMT 18 Mar 91 


[Report by Sair Cek] 


{Text} Silopi (AA}—In the Iraqi regions near the Turkish 
border, the situation 1s now calm. Heavy clashes were 
reported earlier. Meanwhile. three bodies were found 
floating in the Hezil stream coming from the Iraqi side. 


Villagers living near the Habur border gate told an 
ANATOLIA correspondent that the three bodies, one of 
them a woman, which were recovered from the Hezil 
stream, were buried following an autopsy. The bodies 
were reportedly |) to 12 days old and were beginning to 
decompose. 


Meanwhile, immigration into Turkey has substantially 
decreased since Iraq's northern regions were taken over 
by forces opposing Saddam Husayn. 


The radio station under the control of rebellious forces in 
Iraq continues to attack Saddam Husayn strongly. 


In a report heard last night. the radio station recalled the 
historic ties between Kurds and Arabs. Pointing out that 
Kurds and Arabs are brothers, the radio station charged 
that as long as Saddam Husayn remains in power the seeds 
of enmity will be sown to underminc this brotherhood. 


Security Measures on Border With Iraq Intensified 


NCOI903135191 Istanbul MILLIVET in Turkish 
17 Mar Yi pl 


[Seyhmus Cakan report: “A Security Buildup in Habur™] 


[Text] Habur, (MILLIYET News Agency}—The security 
measures on Turkey's border with Iraq, which were 
relaxed after the Gulf war ended, have been intensified 
after the hoisting of the Kurdish flag on the Iraqi side of 
the Habur border gate. and after reports that the Kurds 
have taken control in northern Iraq to a great extent. 


The mountain commando units based in Bolu and the 
airborne units from Kayseri have been redeployed in the 
border region. The commando units have taken up 
positions al various mountain points in Habur. Silopi, 
Uludere. and Cukurca Districts, which are close to the 
areas of intensive clashes place in northern Iraq. The 
mobile hospital of the gendarmerie brigade in Sirnak has 
been based in the Ortabag and Kayadibi towns, which 
border the Uludere District. A number of ARF-104 
aircraft affiliated with the 2d Tactical Ai Base in 
Diyarbakir have resumed reconnaissance flights around 
the clock over the 400-km border with Iraq. 
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Inspection in Habur 


Lieutenant General Hikmet ioksal. commander of the 
Gendarmerie Corps for Public Order in Diyarbakir, has 
inspected the measures pul into effect in the Habur 
border gate region. Gen. Koksal has also “assessed the 
situation” with high-ranking commanders in Habur. 


Gures on Army System, Needs of Armed Forces 


7141803200991 Ankara TRT Tclevision Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 18 Mar 9! 


[Text] General Dogan Gures. chief of the General Staff, 
has said that the number of troops in the Turkish Armed 
Forces will be reduced but thrs will in no way diminish 
the Army's power. 


Gen. Gures held an informal mecting today with press 
members at the headquarters of the chief of the General 
Staff. Recalling that the Armed Forces have their roots in 
the people. the chief of staff said that extensive progress 
has been made in the fields of reorganization and mod- 
ernization. 


He stressed that it was decided to open the Armed Forces 
to the people, adding that the opportunity will be given 
to visit first the war schools and the Army professional 
schools, and later the unit headquarters. In this way, 
Gen. Gures said. the people will be able to get better 
acquainted with the members of the Armed Forces 
which are an integral part of the people. 


He explained that the brigade system will be further 
developed. providing the brigades with more mobility. 
He continued: This will endow us with a possibility to 
make better use of our resources. While we implement 
this new system, there will be no reduction in the power 
of the Armed Forces. On the contrary. their power will 
be increased. 


He pointed out that the Gulf war caused no big concern 
as the intentions of the other side were well assessed and 
measures were taken accordingly. He said that some gaps 
were noticed in our air defense, adding that the need was 
felt for at least 10 Patriot batteries. These batteries will 
be acquired as soon as possibic. he sand. 


In response to a question, Gen. Gures said thai Turkish 
troops of the size of an army corps were deployed im 
Cyprus for defensive purposes. 


Replying to another question, the general sad: Our rela- 
tions with the government are based on principles stipu- 
lated by the Constitution. We have casy access to the 
responsible a.°®rsties. All other allegations are not truc. 


On a quesito., « —_-: affiliation of the office of the chief 
of staff to the Defense Ministry, Gen. Gures sand: | 
respect all opimons. | will not answer your question as 
the chief of the general staff 


My personal view 1s as follows: The Turkish Armed 
Forces have their roots in the people and are loyal to 
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them. The role and valuc of the Turkish Armed Forces 
must be appreciated. This loyalty and appreciatron are 
the primary principles of the democratic system. He 


staff is affiliated with the Defense Ministry. they have 
different organizational structures. 


Here. as the chicf of staff, 1 am the commander of the 
Turkish Armed Forces. In the United States. however. 
the chief of staff 1s only a beadquaricrs officer and not 
the commander of the armed forces. In the Unied 
Kingdom, on the other hand. the officer that reaches the 
rank of lieutenant general or vice-adm:ral receives a ttle 
of nobility. This ts a sign of the esteem in which the 
officers are held. We have been given this responsibility 
and honor by the Turkish people. This resolution has 
been included in the Constitution which was approved 
with a vote of 92 percent. | am under the orders of the 
solitical authorities. | am happy to be im this position 
bestowed on me by the people. 


Budget Deficit, [Internal Debts Increase 


NC1903141691 Istanbul MILLIVET in Turkish 
14 Mar 91 ps 


[Text] The Minisiry of Finance and Customs has deter- 
mined the results of the state budget from January to 
February 1991. Compared with the same period mn 1990, 
budget revenues increased by 68.3 percent to total 11.4 
triton Turkish lira and budget spendings increased by 
89.6 percent to total 13.1 triton Turkish lira. As a 
result, the budget deficit totaled 1.7 triton Turkish lira 
during the first two months in 1991. 


Compared with the figures established un 1989. Turkey's 
imternal debts increased by 31.9 percent to total $5.3 
triton Turkish lira by the end of 1990. Turkey's internal 
debis totaled 42 trillion Turkish lira at the end of 1989. 


German Posts Minister Arrives 18 Mar 


TAIS03163791 Ankara ANATOLIA in English 
1615 GMT 18 Mar 91 


[Text] Istanbul (A. A}—German Posts Minister Schwarz- 
Schilling arriwed here on Monday as the gucst of Trans- 
portation Minister Cengiz Tuncer. 


Schilling will proceed to Ankara on Tuesday to take part 
im an maugural ceremony of a new postal distribution 
system in the capvtal. 


He will also meet officials and observe tclecommunica- 
tron and satellite systems here before departing Turkey 
on March 21. 


FRG Reportedly Supplies Rifles to Turkey 
NC 1803142291 Tehran Interrational Service in Turkish 
P00 GMT 13 Mar 9! 


[Text] The FRG Government has supphed $00,000 
Kalashnikov rifles to Turkey within the framework of 
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NATO's aid program to thai country. The military 
equipment dispatched by the FRG to Turkey was 
handed over to Turkish military officials on Tuesday. 


The newspaper SABAH. which is published in Istanbul, 
reported today that a large part of the military equip- 
ment the FRG has been supplying to Turkey within the 
framework of NATO's aid program to thal country is 
made up of the Sovict arms used by the GDR before its 
integration with the FRG. 


Official Calls for Discussion of Kurdish Problem 


111803205891 Ankara TRT Television Network 
in Turkish 1800 GMT 18 Mar 91 


[Text] Metin Gurdere, a Motherland Party deputy leader 
and deputy from Tokat. said that the ethnic, cultural, 
and social problems of the Kurds should be openly 
discussed in Turkey and that a national policy should be 
determined on this subject. 


Speaking during a news conference he held in Ankara 
today. Gurdere sand that taking into consideration the 
recent developments im our country and the world it is 
imperative to consider problems related to Kurds. He 
added: This problem must be openly discussed. If there 
is an obstacle that impedes the free discussion of this 
issuc, that obstacle should be surmounted. This 1s what 


democracy 1s all about. 


Pointing out that this subject interests Turkey more than 
any other country, Gurdere said that the necessary 
measures should be taken so that this subject 1s not used 
as a tool against Turkey. 


Gurdere stressed the importance of creating national 
unity and solidarity based on the willing cooperation of 
each and every one living in the country. and continucd: 
| am convinced that this problem will gradually lose its 
importance as Turkey develops. prospers. and becomes 
sironger. 


On President Turgut Ozal's recent visit to the Soviet 
Union, Gurdere sand that the USSR 1s important to 
Turkey. 


Balkan Cultural, Media Experts Meet in Ankara 


111603143591 Sofia B71 in English O175 GMT 
16 Mar 9! 


{Text} Ankara, March 1$(BTA)}—The second meeting of 
experts in culture, humanitarian problems and the 
media from the Balkan countries decided to hold the 
199) mecting of the heads of these countries’ institutions 
dealing with higher education in Bulgaria. That same 
vear Bulgaria will also host a mecting of the heads of the 
academics of scrences in the Balkans. 


It was decided to restore the Balkan Union of Journal- 
sts. In connection with this, representatives of the 
journalists’ umions will mect in Bulgaria to discuss the 
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problem of instituting an annual award for the best press 
publication on Balkan cooperation. 


It was agreed that by the end of 1991 the directors of the 
national televisions will mect in Bulgaria to work out a 
plan for the development of programmes that will be 
broadcast in all Balkan countries. 


Religious Officials Not Allowed Into Greece 


TA1603075391 Ankara Domestic Service in Turkish 
2100 GMT 1S Mar 9i 


[Text] Four religious officials sent to Greece by the 
Office of Religious Affairs in order to give sermons to 
Western Thrace Turks during the Ramadan holiday were 
returned by Greek customs officials. 


The incident occurred when the four officials tried to 
cross into Greece through Edirne’s Ipsala border gate. 
According to information by a Turkish Radio and Tele- 
vision correspondent, the officials were carrying Turkish 
service passports. 


Train Derailed by PKK Militants; None Killed 


NC1903141591 Istanbul MILLIVET in Turkish 
14 Mar Yi pil 


[Text] Kahramanmaras. (MILLIYET News Agenc,)}—A 
passenger and freight train traveling from Adana to 
Gaziantep with the serial number 1817 was derailed in 
the area of Narli town at 2230 two nights ago. The 
locomotive and two of the cars were damaged. An 
official has disclosed that although 40 passengers were 
on board the train, no one was killed. He said that the 
damage amounted to 3 billion Turkish lira. 


Governor of Kahramanmaras Mustafa Demir has said 
that the incident was caused by the removal of a number 
of tracks by the militants of the Workers Party of 
Kurdistan [PKK]. 


A freight train carrying military equipment was also 
derailed in Kahramanmaras in February when PKK 
militants removed a number of tracks. The conductor 
was killed and four cars were damaged. The PKK 1s 
reported to have tried to sabotage railroad tracks during 
the past year. 


Five “Terrorists,” Gendarme Killed in Shoot-out 
TAISO31S4091 Ankara ANATOLIA im Turkish 
ISISGMT 15 Mar 9! 


[Text] Diyarbakir (AA)}—Five terrorists were killed in a 
shoot-out with the security forces in Tkitepe village in 
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Omerlhi, Mardin. A gendarme was martyred and a 
member of the security forces was injured. 


A statement issued by the Office of the State of Emer- 
gency Region Governor says that, acting on a up that a 
group of terrorists were hiding in Ikitepe village. the 
security forces carried out an operation in the village at 
1800 last might. They called on the terrorists who were 
trying to flee im the dark to stop. The terrorists responded 
with fire. Five terrorists, two of them women, were killed 
in the ensuing clash. The security forces seized five 
long-barrel weapons. two pistols, numerous magazines 
and ammunition. backpacks. and numerous organiza- 
tional documents. 


Gendarme Erdogan Demir was martyred by shots fired 
by the terrorists. A member of the security forces was 
injured. 


There 1s evidence that one of the dead terrorists was a 
citizen of a neighboring country. Work 1s under way to 
identify the others. 


One Killed in Illegal Demonstration in Southeast 


1411503160491 Ankara ANATOLIA in Turkish 
IS30 GMT 1S Mar 91 


[Text] Dargectt (AA}—One person was killed during 
incidents that broke out when the security forces dis- 
persed a group of people trying to stage an illegal 
demonsiration in Dargecit, a district of Mardin. 


Our correspondent has learned that Abdurrahim Cicek, 
who was injured in the meident, died in Midyat State 
Hospital. 


Last week, two persons were killed and seven injured in 
incidents that broke out when a group of persons tried to 
Stage an illegal demonstration. 


Dev-Sol Claims Responsibility for Cafe Attack 
NC1S03220991 Paris AFP in Enelish 2106 GMT 
IS keh 9 


[Text] Ankara. March 15 (AFP)}—Two people were 
killed and two injured on Friday when attackers opened 
fire with a machine gun on a cafe, informed sources said. 


The extreme leftist revolutionary group Dev-Sol claimed 
responsibility for the attack im several telephone calls to 
Turkish newspapers, sources said. 


One of the persons killed in the attack was an agent of the 
Turkish secret police, while the other victims were 
regular clients of the cafe, according to the sare sources. 
Dev-Sol clanmed that the attack had been carried out to 
“avenge the death” of one of their comrades who died 
“under torture.” 
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